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Alliance for Community Trees (ACTrees) is a national non-
profit organization founded in 1993 by leaders of local tree 
organizations to establish a national voice for urban and 
community forestry. ACTrees member organizations plant, 
sustain, and advocate for trees in America’s communities.

Members of Alliance for Community Trees believe that 
the USDA Forest Service’s Urban and Community 
Forestry program and urban forestry research are 
uniquely positioned to help address environmental and 
natural resource challenges in our cities including building 
green space for recreation, supporting green 
businesses and jobs in underserved neighborhoods, 
and providing environmental services essential to 
community well-being and quality of life.

Through the efforts of over 200 member and program 
partner organizations in 44 states, over 5 million volunteers 
have been inspired to plant and care for over 15 million 
trees across our nation.

HEALTHY TREES HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Tree Benefit Facts
Serving Size 1 Million City Trees (2” caliper)
Recommended Servings Per City about 40%

Costs

Volunteer Service $0          Trees $250 million

Annual Value*
Energy Conservation  30% less usage

Cost Savings             $10 million

Stormwater  350 million gallons captured
Cost Savings            $3.5 million

Clean Air  1,000 tons less air pollutants
Cost Savings               $5 million

Public Revenue  11% more for goods
Cost Savings         varies by city

Property Value  1-10% higher
Cost Savings         varies by city

Lower Crime  50% less violent crime
Cost Savings                 priceless

Total Cost Savings        $18.5 million
ROI within 14 years not including public 
revenue, property, and crime benefits.

* Annual Values are based on studies from the Center for 
Urban Forest Research, Center for Urban Horticulture, 
Lawrence Berkeley Lab, and the Univ. of Washington, 
and vary by city.  Approximate values are indicated 
where the differences vary less significantly by city.
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ALLIANCE FOR COMMUNITY TREES URGES CONGRESS TO:

Provide $31.3 million for the Urban and 
Community Forestry program in FY 2015, 
consistent with the level enacted in FY 
2012. The President’s FY 2015 proposal for 
U&CF is $23.7 million, a 16%  reduction 
from the FY 2014 enacted level.

Provide $298 million for Forest and 
Rangeland Research in FY 2015, 
reflecting a funding level for basic forest 
research at $226 million, consistent with 
FY 2014, and funding for Forest Inventory 
and Analysis (FIA) at $72 million.

U&CF FUnding LEVELS FOREST & RANGELAND RESEARCH FuNDiNG LEVELS
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FY
2015$31.3m $295.3m$28m $292.8m$23.7m $275.3m

There are over 100 million acres of urban forest lands 
across the nation, providing essential environmental, 
social, and economic services such as energy 
conservation, improved air and water quality, 
recreation, and improved public health.

The U&CF program is the primary federal program 
that provides technical and financial assistance to 
local communities and non-profit groups for planting, 
maintaining, protecting, and restoring urban forests.

In FY 2013, the U&CF program delivered technical, 
financial, educational, and research assistance to 7,292 
communities and nearly 198 million people, over 60 
percent of the U.S. population.

While there is no budget line item for urban forestry 
research, the Forest Service has recognized “Urban 
Natural Resources Stewardship” as one of its seven 
Priority Research Areas. 

Report language accompanying the FY 2014 
Appropriations Bill recognized the importance of urban 
forestry research. 

Obtaining baseline information about urban forests 
using new technologies and tools, such as the i-Tree 
program, is critical for communities before they can 
plan and implement actions. 

Urban forestry research has been helping 
policymakers and practitioners to understand the 
environmental, economic, and social services that 
trees and forests provide.
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