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Volunteers make 'green' area in Melrose East
subdivision 

By DAMIANE RICKS

Advocate staff writer 

The drive down Donmoor Avenue south of Florida Boulevard is a scenic
ride through a neighborhood shaded by arching green trees; however one
neighborhood north of the boulevard is starkly concrete.

Therefore, volunteers from several community development organizations
and residents of the Melrose East subdivision pooled their resources
Saturday morning to make one street a little greener.

Baton Rouge Green, an organization dedicated to helping area residents
plant, conserve and maintain trees in urban forests, joined with the Melrose
East Community Development Corp. to rally several youth and adult
volunteers to plant trees along Titian Avenue near North Donmoor Avenue
and Florida Boulevard.

Peggy Davis, Baton Rouge Green education director, said the group planned
to plant 40 to 50 trees Saturday and 250 more during the next three months.

Former Melrose East Corp. executive director Evelyn Jackson, now serving
as a community liaison for Baton Rouge Green, said the event was the
second phase of tree plantings in the neighborhood since last spring.

"Everybody appreciates greenspace," Jackson said. "It attracts birds and
squirrels. We don't have that here; it's just pavement."

Jackson said she wants to bring color to a neighborhood that has streets
bearing the names of well-known artists, such as Van Gogh, Renoir and
Monet.

"When you're looking out your window, you don't want to see just concrete,"
she said. "The whole goal is to turn the neighborhood into a canvas of
color."

Davis said beautification is not the only reason neighborhoods should have
trees.
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A report by American Forests, a nonprofit citizens' conservation
organization, shows neighborhoods east of the Mississippi River with at least
49 percent "tree-top cover" benefit from reduced flooding, energy savings,
higher property value and better air quality, Davis said.

Davis said the study also reports trees contribute to reduced stress and
criminal activity.

Volunteers from The Home Depot's nine-store district, including Lafayette,
Denham Springs and Opelousas, worked with neighborhood youth and Boy
Scouts from Troop 345 to plant Chinese pistachios, live oaks, river birches,
and other native trees.

"Home Depot donates funds to organizations like these and promises
community service hours," said Pat Auzenne, human resources manager for
The Home Depot in Opelousas.

"It's our part in giving back to the community," said Alberta Robertson of
The Home Depot on Coursey Boulevard.

Boy Scout Kaheem Diggs, 14, said waking up early on a Saturday morning
to plant trees was worth the sacrifice of losing some sleep.

"It's better doing something positive with your life than staying home,"
Diggs said.

Fellow Scout, Joshua Hopkins, 14, agreed.

"It feels good," Hopkins said. "This is my neighborhood." 
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