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THIRD THURSDAY WEBCAST SERIES 
The Third Thursday Webcast Series is a monthly webcast held at the lunch hour and made possible through support 
from The Home Depot Foundation and USDA Forest Service.  The goal is to provide training opportunities for local 
urban and community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight successful programs and practices that you may 
want to adapt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
 
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires 
coordinating time and resources.  ACT minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized 
approaches of successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join the Alliance for 
Community Trees for more ways to get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and 
make a great difference in the health, beauty, and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by 
offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together around a common purpose. 
 
 
TOPIC 
Urban Forest Councils are collaborative organizations comprised of individuals, citizen groups, nonprofits, businesses, 
and agencies from around a state that share an interest in urban and community forestry.  They exist to help 
communities strengthen the efforts of local groups by serving as a resource, a forum for networking and discussion, and 
an advocate of the urban forest.  The Councils may do this by hosting conferences and workshops across the state for 
training and networking opportunities, promoting the benefits of urban forest management and healthy community 
forests to the general public, and educating elected officials and decision-makers about important issues affecting the 
future of trees in the state.  Additional programming may include basic tree care workshops, publications, awards, and 
landmark or historic tree registry. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/advancing_your_mission_with_support_from_your.php 
 
 
 
TRAINERS 
Mary Lynne Beckley   Bill Hascher 
Executive Director    President 
Georgia Urban Forest Council  North Carolina Urban Forest Council 
315 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 554 P.O. Box 25852 
Decatur, GA 30030    Winston-Salem, NC 27114 
800.994.4832    336.774.0215 
gufc@gufc.org    ncufc@aol.com
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SUCCESS STORIES 
 
Georgia Urban Forest Council (Decatur, GA) 
The Georgia Urban Forest Council’s mission is to sustain Georgia’s green legacy by helping communities grow healthy 
trees, and to be a broad based leadership resource in promoting the importance of trees throughout Georgia by 
leveraging user-friendly technology, influencing the policy-making process, and providing cutting edge programming.  
They offer a variety of programs and opportunities, including Basic Tree Care Workshops, Educational Quarterly 
Meetings, publications such as TreeTalks and informational brochures, the Annual Conference, an Annual Awards 
Program, and the Landmark and Historic Tree Register.  In an effort to educate, engage, and encourage Georgians to 
plant trees and protect Georgia’s urban tree canopy, the Georgia Urban Forest Council and the Georgia Forestry 
Commission have joined forces to create a new website and online community called The Grove.  The Grove allows 
families and friends to share the experience of planting trees and commemorating special life moments.  The Grove 
members can share their memories by uploading pictures and stories of their tree planting experiences for others to see 
and discuss.  The Grove members can also create groups, or “groves,” to connect, share and interact with other 
members within the virtual communities. 
More information at:  www.gufc.org  and  www.georgiagrove.org 
 
North Carolina Urban Forest Council (Winston-Salem, NC) 
The North Carolina Urban Forest Council is a nonprofit organization that helps communities strengthen the efforts of 
local groups by serving as a resource, a forum for networking, and discussion and an advocate of the urban forest. The 
Council seeks to encourage and support these communities in their urban forest management efforts.  NCUFC hosts 
conferences and workshops across the state for training and networking opportunities.  They also co-sponsor 
conferences with others in the green industry.  Their members promote the benefits of urban forest management and 
healthy community forests. They educate elected officials and decision-makers about important issues affecting the 
future of trees in North Carolina’s communities.   More information at:  www.ncufc.org/ 
 
California Urban Forests Council (Novato, CA) 
Since 1968, California Urban Forests Council has pioneered and shepherded the development of urban forestry 
throughout California.  In 2006 it formed United Voices for Healthier Communities along with its statewide partners, 
California ReLeaf and the Western Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture. United Voices for Healthier 
Communities is the only statewide program of its kind in California.  It was formed as a coalition of individuals, 
agencies, and organizations with the intent to increase tree canopy cover, achieving benefits to air quality and 
community health through the use of science, research, public education, management, citizen-based efforts, and public 
agency support.  In 2007, UVHC with its major sponsors, the South Coast Air Quality Management District and 
CalFire, achieved a 5,000 tree planting effort in one day in Los Angeles, Riverside, Orange, and San Bernardino 
Counties.  Working with established local tree and community organizations, governments and schools, this 
unprecedented effort established The Great Clean Air Tree Planting event as an effective community outreach project 
that can be adapted to other California cities and regions.  
More information at:  www.caufc.org  and  www.unitedvoices.org 
 
Texas Urban Forestry Council (Taylor Lake Village, TX) 
Texas Urban Forestry Council serves as a statewide forum for education, networking, and advocacy for those interested 
in impacting the community forests of Texas.  In 2003 Texas Urban Forestry Council initiated and saw the successful 
passage of a bill in the Texas Legislature that authorized a Texas Urban Forestry License Plate.  Texans who purchase 
the urban forestry license plate will pay an additional $30.00 to the Texas Department of Transportation.  Of that fee, 
$8.00 is allocated to TXDOT.  The remaining $22.00 is deposited into a Treasury account administered by the Texas 
Urban Forestry Council.  The Council can then spend those funds on urban forestry education, preservation, and tree 
planting. 
More information at:  www.texasurbantrees.org/18/License_Plate_Program.htm 
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SUCCESS STORIES (cont.) 
 
Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council and Great Tree Ring (Fort Worth, TX) 
Among the statewide network of Texas Urban Forestry Council members are several regional urban forestry councils. 
Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council is one of the most active regional groups.  Cross Timbers collaborates with the 
Great Tree Ring to promote a sense of place and an appreciation for the natural world through the discovery of local 
trees and the stories that make them “great.”   The Great Tree Ring is an alliance of individuals and organizations who 
care about trees and are devoted to the development of scientific and environmental literacy in our society.  In 2008 the 
Great Tree Ring sponsored its first story contest for students.  The focus of this annual contest is to identify and 
celebrate trees that are significant to an individual or community.  No institution better serves a community than a 
school, so, in cooperation with Fort Worth Independent School District, Cross Timbers Urban Forestry Council and the 
Great Tree Ring invite students to identify and celebrate the greatest tree on their school campus.  Winning essays 
written by Fort Worth Independent School District third grade students are posted on the organization’s website. 
More information at:  www.ctufc.org/about.htm 
 
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council (Baton Rouge, LA) 
Nonprofit organizations may be able to obtain trees from nurseries run by their state urban forestry council.  The 
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council provides trees to nonprofit agencies through its Chevron Tree Farm.  Before 
Hurricane Katrina, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry maintained and operated a tree nursery in 
New Orleans’ City Park.  Floodwaters decimated the tree nursery and destroyed all trees and nursery equipment.  The 
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council took over the tree farm and its operations after the storm and soon received a 
$60,000 donation from Chevron to renovate the farm.  It was renamed the “Chevron Tree Farm” and a partnership 
between the Louisiana Urban Forestry Council and Chevron emerged.  Over 400 volunteers helped to pot over 3,500 
tree seedlings during a November 2006 event, which was one of the largest volunteer events held in post-Katrina New 
Orleans.  Louisiana Urban Forestry Council will be able to operate the tree farm and provide trees to nonprofit agencies 
and governmental units for years to come thanks to a long-term agreement with Chevron for continued support. 
More information at:  www.louisianaurbanforestry.org/about-louisiana-urban-forestry.php 
 
Northern Kentucky Urban & Community Forestry Council (Burlington, KY) 
The Campbell County Forestry Quality Assessment is the third countywide forest assessment and mapping 
commissioned by the Northern Kentucky Urban & Community Forestry Council.  It provides a green data layer for all 
of Northern Kentucky which will aid in the coordination of planning for land use, natural systems, and public facilities.  
The green data layer can be used to do ‘Ecosystem Analysis’ to quantify ecological and economic benefits of trees and 
related green infrastructure, to communicate forest values, to support public policy decisions, and to promote green 
infrastructure in communities. 
More information at:  www.nkyurbanforestry.org/SitePages/CampbellCo_projects.html 
 
Missouri Community Forestry Council (Helena, MO) 
“Rooted in Change” was the theme of the 16th Annual Missouri Community Forestry Council Conference held at the 
Courtyard Marriott Hotel in Columbia.  It featured the latest information about tree care and new technologies in 
community forestry.  Approximately 140 individuals with forestry interests participated to learn the “roots” of forestry 
in the United States, how to reclaim and use wood that is not valued by the wood products industry, the importance of 
roots to trees and the environment, how important trees are to clean water, and to visit on-going projects in Columbia 
and on the Mizzou campus.  Exhibitors, sponsors, and a Silent Auction all helped make the conference a success. 
More information at:  www.mocommunitytrees.com/whatsgoingon.html 
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SUCCESS STORIES (cont.) 
 
New York State Urban and Community Forestry Council (Cold Brook, NY) 
Educational outreach and programming may be pursued through urban forestry council projects.  One such project is in 
Queens, NY, where John Bowne High School operates a Grow Out Nursery based on the National Tree Trust model.  
Using Arbor Day seedlings, John Browne students care for the trees for at least three years prior to distributing 
containerized trees to other schools in the region as well as New York City.  The nursery is tied into the plant science 
curriculum, and also developed a manual for how other schools can start and operate a similar nursery.  As an extension 
of the program, Bartlett sponsors one student each summer, and trains him/her in the arboriculture field. 
More information at:  http://actrees.org/files/Resources/bowne_manual.pdf 
 
Tennessee Urban Forestry Council (Nashville, TN) 
Since 2005, twenty sites across Tennessee including botanical gardens, nature centers, city halls, museums, and 
professional conferences have played host to a traveling tree exhibit orchestrated by the Tennessee Urban Forestry 
Council.  The Council’s traveling exhibit features photographs of 36 notable Tennessee trees drawn from the Council’s 
Landmark and Historic Tree Register and the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry Champion 
Tree Program. Organizations hosting the exhibit have offered their own supplemental educational programs in 
conjunction with the display such as nature walks, lectures and educational games for children.  The exhibit, which has 
reached a wide variety of audiences, has been an excellent low-cost way to raise the visibility of urban forestry with the 
general public as well as state and local officials.  It has also proven to be a modestly successful fundraiser from sales 
of note cards created from the photographs.  Funding for the exhibition came through the Tennessee Department of 
Agriculture from the sale of “AG TAG” specialty license plates, and through matching funding from the statewide 
membership of the Tennessee Urban Forestry Council. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/new_license_plate_to_support_programs_for_tre.php 
 
Alabama Urban Forest Council (Montgomery, AL) 
In celebration of Arbor Day, the Montgomery Tree Committee, Alabama Forestry Commission, Montgomery Clean 
City Commission, and City of Montgomery distribute free trees throughout the city.  The Alabama Forestry 
Commission donates the trees, which are grown at the Hopper Nursery on the Hanceville campus of Wallace State 
College.  You don't have to live in the city to pick up one, or five, and they expect to give away approximately 2,500 
trees annually at farmer’s markets 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/shoppers_get_free_trees_at_weekend_farmers_ma.php  



 
Third Thursday Webcast Series 

Advancing Your Mission with Support from Your Urban Forest Council 
 

A Resource List 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 
 
Page 5 

Alliance for Community Trees  |  4603 Calvert Road  |  College Park  |  MD  |  20740 
301-277-0040 (p)  |  301-277-0042 (f)  |  info@actrees.org |  www.actrees.org 

 
 

STATE URBAN FOREST COORDINATORS 
 
Alabama 
Neil Letson 
334-240-9360 
neil.letson@forestry.alaba
ma.gov 

Alaska 
Patricia Joyner 
907-269-8465 
Patricia_Joyner@dnr.sta
te.ak.us 

Arizona 
Louise Wakem 
602-542-6191 
louisewakem@az.statefir
e.org 

Arkansas 
Patti Erwin 
479-442-8627 
perwin@dluxlink.com 

California 
John Melvin 
916-651-6423 
john.melvin@fire.ca.g
ov 

Colorado 
Ralph Campbell 
970-491-6303 
rcampbl@lamar.colostate.
edu 

Connecticut 
Chris Donnelly 
860-424-3178 
chris.donnelly@po.state
.ct.us 

Delaware 
Kyle Hood? 
302-349-5754 
henry.poole@state.de.us 

Florida 
Charlie Marcus 
850-921-0300 
marcusc@doacs.state.fl.u
s 

Georgia 
Susan Reisch 
678-476-6227 
sreisch@gfc.state.ga.u
s 

Hawaii 
Teresa Trueman-
Madriaga 
808-672-3383 
ttm@hawaii.rr.com 

Idaho 
David Stephenson 
208-769-1524 
dstephenson@idl.state.i
d.us 

Indiana 
Pam Louks 
317-591-1170 
plouks@dnr.in.gov 

Iowa 
Randy Cook 
515-281-5600 
randy.cook@dnr.state.ia.
us 

Kansas 
Tim McDonnell 
316-788-0492 
tmcdonne@ksu.edu 

Kentucky 
Sarah Gracey 
502-564-4496 
sarah.gracey@ky.gov 

Louisiana 
Malhon Doucet 
225-925-4500 
mdoucet@ldaf.state.la.u
s 

Maine 
Becky Tavani 
207-287-4987 
becky.tavani@state.me.us 

Massachusetts 
Eric Seaborn 
617-626-1468 
eric.seaborn@state.ma.us 

Michigan 
Kevin Sayers 
517-241-4632 
sayersk@mi.gov 

Minnesota 
Ken Holman 
651-259-5269 
ken.holman@dnr.state.mn
.us 

Mississippi 
Rick Olson 
601-359-2856 
rolson@mfc.state.ms.us 

Missouri 
Justine Gartner 
573-522-4115, x3116 
justine.gartner@mdc.mo.
gov 

Montana 
Kelley Gundale 
406-542-4284 
kgundale@state.mt.us 

Nebraska 
Eric Berg 
402-472-6511 
eberg2@unl.edu 

Nevada 
Susan Stead 
775-684-2506 
sstead@forestry.nv.gov 

New Hampshire 
J.B. Cullen 
603-271-2214 
jbcullen@dred.state.nh.
us 

New Jersey 
Michael D'Errico 
609-292-2532 
mderrico@dep.state.nj.us 

New Mexico 
Lance Davisson 
505-476-3332 
lance.davisson@state.nm.
us 

New York 
Karen Engel 
518-402-9425 
kmengel@gw.dec.state
.ny.us 

North Carolina 
Leslie Moorman 
919-857-4842 
leslie.moorman@ncmail.
net 

North Dakota 
Jackson Bird 
701-328-9945 
W.Bird@ndsu.nodak.ed
u 

Ohio 
Drew Todd 
614-265-6707 
drew.todd@dnr.state.oh.u
s 

Oklahoma 
Mark Bays 
405-522-6150 
mark.bays@oda.state.ok.
us 

Oregon 
Paul Ries 
503-945-7391 
pries@odf.state.or.us 

Pennsylvania 
Ellen Roane 
717-705-2825 
eroane@state.pa.us 

Rhode Island 
Paul Dolan 
401-647-3367 
pdolan@ridem.necoxma
il.com 

South Carolina 
Liz Gilland 
803-896-8864 
lgilland@forestry.state.sc
.us 

South Dakota 
Chris Johnson 
605-773-3594 
chris.johnson@state.sd.us 

Tennessee 
Bruce Webster 
615-837-5436 
bruce.webster@state.t
n.us 

Texas 
John Giedraitis 
979-458-6657 
jpg@tfs.tamu.edu 

Utah 
Meridith Perkins 
801-538-5505 
meridithperkins@utah.g
ov 

Vermont 
Danielle Fitzko 
802-241-3673 
danielle.fitzko@state.vt.u
s 

Virginia 
Paul Revell 
434-977-6555 
paul.revell@dof.virginia.
gov 

Washingotn, DC 
John Thomas 
202-671-5133 
john.pthomas@dc.gov 

Washington 
Sarah Griffith 
360-902-1704 
sarah.griffith@wadnr.gov 

West Virginia 
Robert Hannah 
304-367-2793 
bhannah@ma.rr.com 

Wisconsin 
Richard Rideout 
608-267-0843 
Richard.Rideout@dnr.sta
te.wi.us 

Wyoming 
Mark Hughes 
307-777-7586 
mhughe@state.wy.us 

 

 
 


