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ACT WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACT Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on Thursdays, and is made possible through support from 
The Home Depot Foundation and USDA Forest Service.  The goal is to provide training opportunities for local urban 
and community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight successful programs and practices that you may want to 
adapt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires 
coordinating time and resources.  ACT minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized 
approaches of successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join the Alliance for 
Community Trees for more ways to get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and 
make a great difference in the health, beauty, and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by 
offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Trees and landscaping are sometimes considered “extras” when it comes to playspaces and can be the first on the 
budget chopping block, but they are integral elements of a healthy play and learning environment for children.  
Incorporating trees at playspaces improves the aesthetics, provides shade to reduce children’s exposure to UV rays, and 
cleans the air to help prevent asthma and promote healthy lung function.  By introducing nature into the play 
environment, trees can also spark children’s imagination and creativity.  It’s time to reconsider landscaping “extras” 
and begin to see trees as critical components of successful playspaces. 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Dave Flanigan     Kathleen Ownby 
Director of Operations    Executive Director 
KaBOOM!     SPARK School Park Program 
4455 Connecticut Avenue N.W., Suite B100  P.O. Box 1562 
Washington, DC 20008    Houston, TX 77251 
202.464.6064     713.437.6167 
DFlanigan@kaboom.org    kathleen@sparkpark.org 
 
Dave Flanigan is Director of Operations at KaBOOM!  His interest in outdoor play began with hiking and camping in 
the Adirondack Mountains as a child, and his love of nature and the outdoors led him to pursue a degree in 
Environmental Studies at SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry.  He has worked as an environmental 
educator at the Living Classrooms Foundation in Baltimore, as a program manager at the National Tree Trust, and 
oversaw the community gardening program for the City of New York. He currently lives in Silver Spring, Md., with his 
wife and children. 
 
Kathleen Ownby is the executive director of the SPARK School Park Program in Houston, where she has worked with 
corporate and community leaders since 1988 to raise more than $14 million for the renovation of Houston-area school 
parks.  There are currently 180 SPARK sites in eight Houston/Harris County area school districts.  Kathleen is on the 
advisory boards of The Park People, Urban Harvest, and Trees for Houston.  She serves on the governing board of 
Earth Share of Texas, is treasurer of Houston Area Urban Forestry Council, a member of the Texas State Urban 
Forestry Council, and past board member of Women Professionals in Government.  Kathleen is a 1993 graduate of 
Leadership Houston and has received certification as a "Playground Safety Inspector."  She earned a bachelor's degree 
in arts and sciences from the University of Houston.
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PRESENTERS 
 
KaBOOM! 
KaBOOM! is a national nonprofit organization that envisions a great place to play within walking distance of every 
child in America.  Since 1995, KaBOOM! has used its innovative community-build model to bring together business 
and community interests to construct more than 1,700 new playgrounds, skate parks, sports fields, and ice rinks across 
North America.  Many of KaBOOM!'s featured side projects involve planting trees, flowers, and gardens to ensure 
playspaces for children are healthy and green. 
 
KaBOOM! Play Day 
A KaBOOM! Play Day is a free, fun-for-the-whole-family outdoor event that celebrates play.  It’s a day to gather at 
your favorite park or playground and play with your community.  Play Days can be big field day-style events, small 
BBQs with neighborhood families, or a park spruce-up- how you do it is up to you, the only rule is to have fun!  During 
the Play Day week, KaBOOM helps thousands of communities nationwide to plan, organize, and execute their Play 
Days using our free online planning tool and free Play Day kit.  Fun activities for kids of all ages are a big part of 
KaBOOM! Play Days, but they're not all fun and games.  Play Days are also an opportunity for communities to come 
together to improve their local parks and playspaces with clean-ups and simple enhancement and construction projects. 
So be a hero with the kids in your community while joining thousands of others in making a stand for play- host a 
KaBOOM! Play Day.  The Play Day Planner will take you through the process step-by-step, to plan, organize, and 
execute your Play Day.  By hosting an event, you'll receive a free Play Day Kit with fun-filled games and gear, 
including a deck of activity cards. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/kaboom_play_day.php 
 
KaBOOM! Playspace Finder 
KaBOOM!’s Playspace Finder is a nationwide, user-generated, online directory of playspaces (including playgrounds, 
skate parks, fields and ice rinks) in the United States.  By utilizing reviews from the ultimate consumers of playspaces-- 
including kids and families--the Finder serves as an online marketplace of ideas about the location, condition, and “play 
value” of our nation's parks.  Located on the KaBOOM! website, the Playspace Finder is an interactive tool that allows 
anyone to submit information and rate their local playspaces.  KaBOOM! developed the Playspace Finder in response 
to the lack of national resources in locating great places to play and to encourage active, unstructured outdoor play for 
children across the nation. 
More information at: http://playspacefinder.kaboom.org/ 
 
SPARK School Park Program (Houston, TX) 
Using a unique partnership model with the City of Houston and local school districts, SPARK, School Park Program in 
Houston, Texas, has helped to develop 180 public school grounds into neighborhood parks since its inception in 1983. 
Approximately one-third of those playgrounds have been "re-sparked" to update and improve facilities.  A key 
component of the program is community involvement from beginning to end.  Originally operating out of a city council 
member's office, and now out of the Mayor's office, SPARK, a nonprofit organization, was established in 1983 as a 
vehicle to increase park space in the community.  A unique three-party contract was created with school districts, the 
City of Houston, and SPARK to develop public school grounds into neighborhood parks and maintain them.  The first 
step in being selected as a SPARK site is for the principal of a school to send a letter outlining his or her request and 
how the community will help plan and fund the park.  Each school is expected to raise $5,000 in matching funds. Site 
selection is based on a variety of facts including need, location, and ability and willingness of the community to help 
plan and fund the park.  SPARK tries to serve all geographic regions of the city as well as the areas of different county 
commissioners, city council members and school board members.  About 50 percent of the funding comes from 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds and must be used in areas where 51 percent or more of the 
population is low- or moderate-income. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/success_stories/school_park_playgrounds_program.php 
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SUCCESS STORIES 
 
Alliance for Community Trees and Wubbzy Goes Green (College Park, MD) 
In partnership with the Nick, Jr., cartoon Wow! Wow! Wubbzy!, Alliance for Community Trees launched a mini-grant 
program for its members to support youth tree plantings at playgrounds and schools in spring 2010.  Timed in 
coordination with the launch of the new environmentally-themed DVD “Wubbzy Goes Green,” these projects engaged 
an estimated 1,300 young children in earth-friendly activities and learning, while also improving their learning and play 
spaces with trees.  Mini-grant recipients from coast to coast leveraged their funding with local contributions to organize 
tree-planting events with young children at early childhood centers, schools, and community centers.  Over 120 large 
trees were planted from Jacksonville, FL, to Juneau, AK, mostly at playgrounds in schoolyards and parks, where they 
can provide shade and learning opportunities for students for years to come. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/funding/wubbzy_goes_green.php 
 
City of Lompoc and California Urban Forest Council (Lompoc, CA) 
In April 2010, Lompoc kids and families received a special visit from Wow Wow Wubbzy, who was in town to plant 
trees with local youth and celebrate the community.  The City of Lompoc Parks, Recreation & Urban Forestry 
Department utilized its Wubbzy Goes Green mini-grant from ACT to stage the planting of 39 trees in parks throughout 
the city.  Wubbzy made appearances at Ryon Park and Thompson Park to plant trees with children as part of the 
dedication of three new playgrounds and play structures at those parks.  The play structures were made possible 
through countless donations of pennies and empty plastic bottles that were donated to the City’s “Pennies/Plastics for 
Playgrounds” program.  Several hundred kids and family members were invited to enjoy the parks’ new amenities, 
picnic lunch in the park, and plant a tree that children could watch grow as they enjoy their new playgrounds.  
Viewings of the new Wubbzy DVD “Wubbzy Goes Green” were shown during the celebrations, and coloring sheets 
and other activities were also distributed for children. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/act_news/celebrating_our_great_community.php 
 
TreeUtah (Salt Lake City, UT) 
As part of its 2005-06 National NeighborWoods Initiatives, TreeUtah's MetroGreening staff planned projects with five 
major partners around the Metro Area.  For the Modesto Park KaBoom! Playground Planting project, TreeUtah 
coordinated a clean-up, mulching and planting event in conjunction with Bend-in-the-River Urban Green Space staff, 
KaBoom!, Operation Weed and Seed Staff, University of Utah Bennion Service Center volunteers, and Salt Lake 
Community College Thayne Service Center Volunteers.  Over 120 people showed up to participate in the event, 
including Parkview Public Elementary School families, students, staff and family members from McGillis Private 
School, students from Judge Memorial Private High School and nearby Glendale neighborhood residents. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/success_stories/metrogreening.php 
 
Sacramento Tree Foundation and Boy Scout Troop One (Sacramento, CA) 
In June 2007, Eagle Scout candidate Nick Rojas organized a tree planting to provide shaded areas for sports at 
Barandas Park in Natomas.  Boy Scout Troop One and Sacramento Tree Foundation staff taught boy scouts and other 
volunteers the proper way to plant a tree.  The Sacramento Tree Foundation delivered this Community Shade program 
in partnership with SMUD.  Community Shade provides free energy saving shade trees to parks, schools, parking lots 
and other public places.  These shade trees can help reduce temperatures of playground equipment and provide a 
natural habitat for wildlife.  In addition, these trees provide multiple health benefits for children, including cleaning the 
air and providing shade resulting in lower incidences of skin cancer. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/eagle_scout_partners_with_sacramento_tree_fou.php 
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SUCCESS STORIES (continued) 
 
Trees Forever and City of Des Moines (Des Moines, IA) 
Trees Forever partnered with the City of Des Moines in 2005 to kick off a five-year initiative to plant trees in Des 
Moines public parks.  In October of that year, during National NeighborWoods Month, Mayor Frank Cownie and Trees 
Forever President Shannon Ramsay announced the Trees Forever Parks & Neighbors program at Union Park. 
Immediately following the announcement, Cownie and Ramsay joined neighborhood leaders and residents, elected 
officials, and The Home Depot volunteers to plant a grove of 40 trees near the Union Park playground.  The Parks & 
Neighbors program exemplifies Trees Forever's goals to help revitalize neighborhoods through long-term greening 
efforts.  Greening playspaces like the playground at Union Park is an excellent way for neighborhood residents to 
volunteer with tree planting, caring for their parks, and helping revitalize communities. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/trees_forever_and_mayor_frank_cownie_to_kick-.php 
 
Heartland Tree Alliance and Heathwood Community Center (Kansas City, MO) 
In 2006 the Heartland Tree Alliance utilized its NeighborWoods Grant from ACT and The Home Depot Foundation to 
revitalize the neighborhood around the Heathwood Community Center, which includes a 61-unit senior housing facility 
and 45,000 sq. ft. education and activity Center.  In collaboration with project partners Mt. Carmel Redevelopment 
Corporation, Mt. Carmel Church of God in Christ, and the Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, this 
NeighborWoods campaign planted 55 trees to enhance an existing KaBOOM! playground at the Center.  The project 
engaged residents and church members to actively participate in the care of their physical surroundings and improve 
available playspace for children from the Center with the new, green, healthy addition of trees. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/files/Newsroom/NWoodsGrantProjects2006.pdf 
 
TreePeople, Disney, and the Boys & Girls Club (Los Angeles, CA) 
As part of a playground build, staff and volunteers from Tree People partnered with KaBOOM! and the Boys and Girls 
Club of East Los Angeles to strategically plant 23 trees that would provide shade to the playground. 150 Disney staff, 
executives, and VoluntEARS—including President and CEO Bob Iger—helped construct the new KaBOOM! 
playground in East Los Angeles, along with kids from the Club and volunteers from KaBOOM! and TreePeople.  
While many volunteers helped with building the structures, others augered holes and planted trees within the playspace 
and next to the play structures.  In this instance, the trees were incorporated directly into design of the playspace.  
TreePeople nurtured its relationship with these partners through projects like this, and continues to work with Disney 
and the Boys and Girls Club. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/the_walt_disney_company_volunteers_build_play.php 
 
Trees Indiana and Little Star Center (Carmel, IN) 
During NeighborWoods Month 2009, the City of Carmel government joined Trees Indiana to participate in a 
celebration with Little Star Center and Ricoh Business Solutions to host the first Tree Stars Project today in the Little 
Star Center Playground.  Little Star Center offers therapeutic intervention and programs for children with autism, and 
the Tree Stars Project helps teach kids life skills and how to protect and give back to the local ecosystem.  Trees 
Indiana provided a curriculum for children at Little Star Center that includes learning about a tree's life cycle and the 
benefits of trees.  Trees Indiana cited research indicating a direct link between exposure to nature and healthy 
childhood development, and was excited to promote this opportunity to the children of the Little Star Center.  The tree-
planting project included a proclamation by Mayor Jim Brainard at the beginning. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/act_news/carmel_neighbors_planting_trees_today_1.php 
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SUCCESS STORIES (continued) 
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and CSX (Philadelphia, PA) 
In September 2009, as part of its “Trees for Tracks” program to plant 21,000 trees- one tree for each mile of its track- 
in the next five years, railway company CSX partnered with the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society to transform an 
asphalt playground at a Philadelphia School into a safe and green space.  The collaboration between CSX and the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society served as the official launch of “Trees for Tracks,” which also includes City Year 
and Alliance for Community Trees as national partners.  The Albert M. Greenfield School’s new green space at 22nd 
and Chestnut Streets includes twenty-six very large trees donated and planted by CSX.  The end result of all the 
greening efforts will be a living classroom for more than 500 students that will provide an immediate connection to the 
environment and enhance the school’s science program.  CSX highlighted this project as an opportunity to bring green 
trees into a Center City Philadelphia school to help children learn more about how to improve and sustain our 
environment. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/act_news/csx_kicks_off_trees_for_tracks_with_pennsylva.php 
 
Sacramento Tree Foundation (Sacramento CA) 
On May 20, 2010, when the playground went in, the Sacramento Tree Foundation was there to help out and plant 10 
trees to shade the playground and common areas at Zapata Park in Downtown Sacramento.  
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RESEARCH 
 
Neighborhood Parks Associated with More Physical Activity In Adolescent Girls 
Adolescent girls who live within one-half mile of a public park are significantly more physically active than other girls, 
according to a RAND Corporation study issued in January 2007.  In the wake of growing national concern about 
increasing rates of obesity and health problems brought about by Americans' diets and sedentary lifestyles, the study 
findings could have implications for both males and females in other age groups as well, said Deborah A. Cohen, a 
senior natural scientist at RAND and lead author of the study.  “Neighborhood and community parks are strongly 
associated with physical activity,” Cohen said.  “If girls become more active when they live close to a public park, 
further research may show the same thing happening to others in a neighborhood.  It could be that just having a park in 
the neighborhood creates a setting where physical activity is normal part of daily life.” 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/rand_study_finds_neighborhood_parks_associate.php 
 
Trees on the playground = healthier kids 
A 2004 study of 6 million children published in the New England Journal of Medicine found that children in poor 
neighborhoods where there are significantly fewer trees have five times less lung function and higher school absences.  
In addition, incidences of childhood melanoma are lower in children who have less direct exposure to UV rays, which 
trees provide shade from on playgrounds.  Childhood melanoma prevention organizations recommend staying inside on 
high-UV index days, but we believe that planting trees at playspaces is a better solution.  Trees provide critical shade. 
Trees provide an environment that is both cool and healthy at playspaces. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/act_news/trees_on_the_playground_healthier_kids.php 
 
Interacting with Greenspace: Public-Private Partnerships for Planning and Managing Parks and Woodlands 
Greenspace, from that small open area at the end of the street to the large scale-woodland on the urban fringe, is one of 
those issues in which so many players have a shared interest.  Where public parks and other accessible open spaces in 
people’s living environment really ‘work,’ they are invariably at the centre of people's lives, where they meet, walk, 
play, and enjoy nature.  In addition to traditional public areas such as parks and woodlands, many different types of 
greenspace are now evident, together with new kinds of ownership or co-management arrangements.  Children’s farms, 
community gardens, school nature areas, and other small spaces create a need for intensive care and so provide many 
opportunities for active participation, training, and education.  This handbook, published in 2005, is aimed at providing 
an essential starting point and a source of inspiration for undertaking practices which will benefit both greenspaces and 
the people who use and enjoy them. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/interacting_with_greenspace_public-private_pa.php 
 
Report Aims to Save Kids from Indoor Summer 
In May 2008 the National Wildlife Federation released a report about getting kids outside to play.  The report, titled 
“Connecting Today's Kids with Nature: A Policy Action Plan,” is quite timely, especially as summer approaches.  Most 
adult Americans associate summer vacation with vigorous outdoor activity, but research indicates that many children 
are actually gaining weight during the summer.  This guide outlines policy solutions for parents and policymakers, 
including connecting kids to nature through environmental education, advocating for better community design for 
natural play areas, and encouraging parents and kids to engage in a daily Green Hour.  Find out more about the nature 
deficit problem, sign the petition asking the U.S. Surgeon General to promote the benefits of outdoor time for all 
Americans, and get environmental education back in our classrooms by clicking on the link below. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/new_report_aims_to_save_kids_from_indoor_summ.php 
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RESEARCH (continued) 
 
The Health Benefits of Parks 
The Health Benefits of Parks: How Parks Help Keep Americans and Their Communities Fit and Healthy draws from 
the latest research to outline the ways in which parks, open space, greenways, and trails support and promote healthy 
lifestyles, potentially decreasing health care costs.  The second in Trust for Public Land's planned series of white papers 
on park benefits, the 24-page report is intended to help park professionals and volunteers make the case for parks as a 
wise community investment.  Beyond the recreational opportunities offered by parks, a growing body of research 
shows that contact with the natural world improves physical and psychological health. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/new_publication_highlights_health_benefits_of.php 
 
Wildlands for Children: Consideration of the Value of Natural Environments in Landscape Planning 
Usually landscape planners think of gross motor activity when they think of planning and design for children: running, 
jumping, swinging, and climbing.  This is seen as important to the physical health of children. If one simply reflects 
upon ones own childhood, however, it becomes clear that this is a limited view.  It is equally important to consider 
opportunities for diversity of sensory experience and aesthetic development; the development of competence and 
autonomy through freedom to explore and manipulate the environment; cooperation with others; and experience with 
other living things for their psychological and existential value.  The best landscape for children is often one which has 
been left to the power of nature.  Some of these most valued features are: Water, sand or dirt, trees, bushes, and tall 
grass.  Children place great value in being able to find and make places for themselves.  Suggestions for "natural" 
spaces in urban areas are difficult primarily because of the high density of the population.  “Adventure playgrounds” 
and "urban farms" satisfy a lot of the requirements but both require management by adults and cannot be provided in 
sufficient number for easy access by all. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/wildlands_for_children_consideration_of_the_v.php 
 
Community Nature & Network Community Action Guide 
In the United States, Canada and overseas, there is a growing concern among parents, educators, physicians, and others.  
Children aren’t playing outside much anymore-not even in the back yard or the neighborhood park.  This change in our 
relationship with nature has profound implications for the mental, physical, and spiritual health of future generations- 
and for the health of the natural world.  Young people need opportunities to experience and learn from nature during 
their growing years in order to become citizens and future decision makers.  In April 2006, the call to Leave No Child 
Inside resulted in the Children & Nature Network (C&NN), a nonprofit organization dedicated to building the 
movement to reconnect children and nature.  The C&NN Community Action Guide for local and regional initiatives is 
intended to be a useful tool to help build the children and nature movement at the local and regional level.  The Guide 
describes an action-oriented process to design and implement initiatives to reconnect children and nature.  The steps in 
this Guide are based on proven models that work.  It draws upon lessons learned in other civic initiatives, especially 
throughout the United States and Canada. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/community_nature_network_community_action_gui.php 
 
Green Design Curbs Asthma 
In the United States, asthma prevalence increased overall by 75 percent between 1980 and 1994 and 74 percent among 
children ages 5 to 14, according to the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute.  In 2002 alone, asthma accounted for 
12.7 million doctor visits, 1.9 million emergency department visits, almost 500,000 hospitalizations, more than 4,000 
deaths and millions of dollars in health care spending.  According to the Center for Clean Air Policy in Washington, 
DC, density, diversity, and design in urban spaces can play a large role in solving the country’s asthma problem.  Such 
designs, often called "smart growth," can lead to substantial improvements in air quality, especially in traffic-related 
emissions. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/green_design_curbs_asthma.php 
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Case Studies in Placemaking & Play Spaces 
People come to parks for a variety of reasons.  One reoccurring reason is to play with their kids, to watch their kids 
play, and even to enjoy a rare moment of peace.  They will come back because the park and its experiences are relevant 
for their kids’ well-being, and because this public space offers something that can be found nowhere else.  These play 
spaces are educational.  They're interpretive and creative.  They offer interactive opportunities to learn about local 
ecology, stories, ethnicity and traditions.  They’re designed to help people of all ages connect their experiences with the 
history of the region. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/case_studies_in_placemaking_play_spaces.php 
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TRAININGS 
 
WE Play! Training 
Learn how to fundraise, build, and advocate for great places to play in your community!  Led by KaBOOM! presenters, 
KaBOOM! Workshops entirely on Play are free, one-day regional trainings packed with interactive sessions, 
networking opportunities and first-hand success stories.  From planning a playground project to involving your local 
government in the cause of play, WE Play! sessions give all participants the tools to take action.  There are two 
workshop tracks available.  One is Playground Builders, which focuses on the nuts and bolts of the community-build 
process, from volunteer recruitment to fundraising.  The other is Play Advocacy, which focuses on specific ways you 
can advocate for play in your community, from auditing the safety and maintenance of playspaces in your area to 
making your city a Playful City USA.  Anyone is encouraged to attend, especially parents, PTA leaders, teachers, 
community leaders, business professionals, parks and recreation departments, school districts, and individuals who 
want to make play a priority for their community. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/we_play_training_4.php 
 
Casey Trees Webcast: All About Trees at Playspaces 
Are you looking to build a playspace and enhance its natural surroundings?  Experts from Casey Trees, a Washington 
DC based not-for-profit, educate us how to plant and care for trees.  This presentation is led by Sue Erhardt, Education 
Director of Casey Trees, who has more than ten years experience in the field of environmental education.  Joining Sue 
is Carol Herwig, Volunteer Coordinator at Casey Trees, who is a Citizen Forester and certified arborist.  By the 
session's end you'll be ready to plant trees to shade that beautiful swing set you just installed. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/all_about_trees_at_playspaces.php 
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PUBLIC POLICY 
 
No Child Left Inside Act 
Alliance for Community Trees was pleased when the No Child Left Inside Act of 2007 (H.R.3036) passed the House of 
Representatives in 2008.  This bill creates grant programs for schools to form partnerships with nonprofits and other 
agencies to improve environmental education in the classroom and introduce field experiences for K-12 students.  ACT 
supports the No Child Left Inside Act as the furthest reaching environmental education bill teaching our students about 
urban forestry in the communities where they live and play.  This bill presents a great opportunity for ACT members to 
expand educational programs and become more involved with the youth in the communities you serve. 
More information at: 
http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/public_policy/healthy_communities/no_child_left_inside_act.php#more 
 
Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act 
The Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities Act (H.R. 3734) was introduced in the House on October 6, 2009. 
 Formerly known as UPARR, this bill will rehabilitate and improve urban parks and recreational infrastructure and 
revitalize communities by increasing economic development, improving public health, increasing daily physical 
activity, reconnecting children with nature, reducing crime, and providing safe, healthy alternatives for at-risk youth. 
This bill will rehabilitate existing urban parks and recreation centers.  ACT is currently working with NRPA to 
assemble a diverse coalition of organizations to advocate for this bill and secure additional co-sponsors. More 
information at: 
http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/public_policy/healthy_communities/urban_revitalization_and_livable_communities.
php 
 
Green Communities Act 
The Green Communities Act (H.R. 2222 and S. 3055) is in the House Transportation & Financial Services Committees 
as well as the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee.  This legislation would fund 80 pilot communities to 
undertake community greening initiatives. Funds will go to municipalities but broad partnerships are required for 
activities including: revitalizing municipal parks and public spaces, landscaping community gateways and key 
corridors, and tree plantings and urban forestry projects. The bill authorizes $120 million in funding for community-
based greening in cities. ACT member organization Pennsylvania Horticulture Society hosted a field hearing on the 
legislation and is a leading advocate for the program, which would be authorized by the Secretary of Commerce and 
delivered through the Economic Development Administration. Urban forestry and volunteer-based action are 
prominently featured in the legislation. More information at: 
http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/public_policy/healthy_communities/green_communities_act.php 
 
 


