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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on Thursdays, and is made possible through support 
from The Home Depot Foundation and USDA Forest Service.  The goal is to provide training opportunities for local 
urban and community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight successful programs and practices that you may 
want to adapt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires 
coordinating time and resources.  ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized 
approaches of successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join Alliance for Community 
Trees for more ways to get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great 
difference in the health, beauty, and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by offering action-
oriented approaches that bring people together around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Each year, billions of dollars are donated to charities through workplace giving campaigns. Participating in these 
programs offers nonprofits the opportunity to raise funds, gain statewide exposure, and connect with new constituents 
and partners. Combined giving campaigns like the Combined Federal Campaign, United Way, EarthShare, and state 
programs allow employees to designate funding for local charities. Employers often match the donations, which can 
provide important unrestricted income for your organization. Your volunteers or supporters who work for the military, 
government, or certain private corporations can spread the word about your good work to their colleagues and fellow 
workplace donors, who may in turn become volunteers and long-term supporters. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/fundraising_with_combined_campaigns.php 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Connie Veates   Taylor Beach 
Co-Executive Director  Executive Director 
Trees Atlanta   Fairfax ReLeaf 
225 Chester Ave   12055 Government Center Pkwy, Suite 703 
Atlanta, GA 30316   Fairfax, VA 22035 
Connie@treesatlanta.org  trees@fairfaxreleaf.org  
 
Connie Veates is Trees Atlanta’s Co-Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer.  She has a long history with the 
organization having served on the board for 10 years.  Under her leadership, Trees Atlanta successfully completed a 
capital campaign which resulted in the building of their new facility – one of the few Platinum LEED certified 
buildings in Georgia.  In her current role Connie is responsible for development, finance, marketing, communications, 
human resources and special events. Prior to coming to Trees Atlanta she was a long-tenured executive with BellSouth 
and AT&T. Connie holds a Master’s of Business Administration degree from Georgia State University. 
 
For the past four years Taylor Beach has served as Executive Director for Fairfax ReLeaf as well as Environmental 
Educator for Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District.  Prior to that she worked in grants management 
and as the Undergraduate Secretary at the School of Biological Sciences - University of Nebraska.  She has extensive 
experience managing volunteers of all ages and backgrounds.
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SUCCESS STORIES  
 
Trees Atlanta  (Atlanta, GA) 
Trees Atlanta protects and improves Atlanta's urban forest, and participates in the statewide combined campaign, 
EarthShare Georgia. Through co-marketing, non-traditional partnerships, and improving its communication strategies, 
Trees Atlanta has increased visibility and maximized annual support through this statewide workplace giving 
campaign. In 2011 alone, the nonprofit received over $25,000 from EarthShare. This campaign has been a valuable 
asset not only to raise funds, but also to learn best practices from other Georgia environmental nonprofits. Trees Atlanta 
has taken advantage of opportunities to market and partner with other EarthShare member organizations, thereby 
increasing its visibility and potential impact across the state. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/fundraising_with_combined_campaigns.php 
 
Fairfax ReLeaf  (Fairfax, VA) 
The Virginia nonprofit Fairfax ReLeaf was formed in 1992 to plant and preserve trees in and around Fairfax County, 
preserve native habitat and educate the public about the benefits of trees. Fairfax ReLeaf participates in and receives 
annual income from the Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign, the Combined Federal Campaign, and United Way. 
The organization has benefitted from the unique arrangement of both application processes for the United Way and 
Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capital Area being combined. As Fairfax Releaf is a volunteer-driven 
organization with limited staff, the funds it receives from combined campaigns greatly impacts its programming. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/fundraising_with_combined_campaigns.php  
 
Trees Forever (Marion, IA) 
Covering Iowa and eastern Illinois, Trees Forever has a long history of capitalizing on local fundraising opportunities. 
This nonprofit currently participates in the State of Iowa One Gift Campaign, two area Combined Federal Campaigns, 
and the Iowa Shares Campaigns at Iowa’s three state universities. This extended reach is of great value to the state-
wide organization, as all four combined campaigns engage Iowans across the state. It also allows Trees Forever to 
maintain its presence and stay on the mind of local lawmakers and government employees.   
More information at: http://www.treesforever.org/Content/Join-Us/Donate-Now.aspx?PF=True 
 
Casey Trees (Washington, DC) 
Casey Trees is a tree-planting non-profit that covers the nation’s capital. This organization receives many contributions 
from combined campaigns, especially the Combined Federal Campaign of the National Capital Area. For example, 
Casey shares the story of Roxane Sismanidis, a government employee who has been a loyal annual contributor, helping 
her favorite local nonprofits continue their great work throughout the community. In the last few years, Roxane – who 
is also a Casey Trees Lead Citizen Forester – has chosen Casey Trees as her charity of choice, helping bring trees to her 
hometown of D.C. “I know that with Casey Trees my donation will go towards making a difference in my own 
neighborhood and across Washington,” Roxane says, “and that I’m making a worthwhile investment that I’ll be able to 
enjoy – personally.” Roxane is just one of the scores of federal employees who have chosen to donate to Casey Trees 
through the Combined Federal Campaign over the years. 
More information at: http://caseytrees.org/blog/roxane-sismanidis-making-a-difference-through-the-cfc/ 
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NATIONAL COMBINED CAMPAIGNS  
 
Combined Federal Campaign 
The mission of the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy through a program that is employee focused, cost-
efficient, and effective in providing all federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of life for all. CFC is 
the world's largest annual workplace charity campaign, with more than 200 CFC campaigns throughout the country and 
internationally to help to raise millions of dollars each year. Pledges made by Federal civilian, postal and military 
donors during the campaign season (September 1st to December 15th) support eligible non-profit organizations that 
provide health and human service benefits across the United States. CFCs are located in most states, and sometimes 
split up locally by region, so there may be one or more campaigns servicing your area.  
More information at: http://www.opm.gov/cfc/ 
 
United Way 
United Way’s goal is to create long-lasting changes by addressing the underlying causes of disparities in education, 
income, and health. United Way Worldwide is the leadership and support organization for the network of nearly 1,800 
community-based United Ways in 45 countries and territories. Through federal, state, and local workplace giving 
campaigns, United Way works to connect all sectors of society — individuals, businesses, non-profit organizations and 
governments — to create long-term social change that produces healthy, well-educated and financially-stable 
individuals and families. The ultimate purpose of the organizations is to raise, invest and leverage billions of dollars 
annually in philanthropic contributions to create and support innovative programs and approaches to generate sustained 
impact in local communities. United Way is located in nearly all American states and territories, so be sure to check 
their website for local branches near you. 
More information at: http://www.unitedway.org/ 
 
EarthShare 
EarthShare is a national non-profit and federation of environmental charities that’s worked for more than 20 years to 
connect people and organizations with effective ways to support critical environmental causes. EarthShare manages 
employee engagement and giving campaigns to increase support for its member charities. Their program amps up 
employee engagement, raises critical funding, and builds awareness about environmental issues that affect all of us, 
every day. EarthShare’s workplace giving program lets employees pledge a small amount of each paycheck to the 
charities of their choice. The mission of the organization is to engage individuals and organizations in creating a 
healthy and sustainable environment.  With 71 national organizations and hundreds of local groups in 22 states, there 
may be an affiliate near you.  
More information at: http://www.earthshare.org/  
 
Community Shares 
Community Shares is a national organization that works with employers to offer workplace-based giving campaigns 
that enable employees to support their communities through volunteering and charitable contributions. CS USA 
member groups from all over the country support a variety of community-based organizations and causes. These 
members, or federations, play a vital role in advancing social, economic and environmental issues in their own 
communities. Community Shares USA connects workplace giving opportunities with grassroots organizations that are 
creating social and economic equity and a healthy environment. All participating federations totaled, CS USA 
represents more than 1,000 community-based organizations in locations across the country in 16 states. Follow the link 
below to see local federations in your area. 
More information at: http://communitysharesusa.org/ 
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COMBINED CAMPAIGNS BY STATE 
 

Alabama 
Heart of Alabama CFC 
www.heartofalabamacfc.org 
State Combined Campaign 
statecombinedcampaign.org/  
 

Colorado 
Colorado Combined Campaign 
www.colorado.gov/ccc/  
 
Community Shares of Colorado 
www.cshares.org 
 

Nebraska 
Community Services Fund of 
Nebraska 
communityservicesfund.org 
 

Rhode Island 
Fund for Community Progress, 
Rhode Island www.fundcp.org 
 

Alaska 
Alaska Combined Federal 
Campaign 
www.alaskacfc.org/_root/ 
 
Alaska Community Shares 
www.alaskacommunityshare.
org  
 

Connecticut 
Connecticut State Employees’ 
Campaign 
www.ct.gov/csec/site/default.asp 
  
 

New York 
Community Works of New 
York State 
www.communityworksnys.org 
 

Tennessee 
Community Shares of Tennessee 
www.communityshatestn.org 

Arizona 
Arizona Combined Federal 
Campaign www.cfcaz.org/ 
 

Illinois 
Community Shares of Illinois 
www.communitysharesillinois.o
rg 

North Carolina 
North Carolina Community 
Shares www.ncshares.org  
 
North Carolina State 
Employees Combined 
Campaign 
http://www.ncsecc.org/  
 

Utah 
Community Shares of Utah 
www.communitysharesutah.org 
 

Arkansas 
Combined Federal Campaign 
of Greater Arkansas 
www.cfcgreaterarkansas.org 
 

Minnesota 
Community Shares of Minnesota 
www.communitysharesmn.org 
 
Minnesota State Employees’  
Combined Charities Campaign 
www.charities. state.mn.us/ 
  

Ohio 
Community shares of Greater 
Cincinnati www.cintishares.org 
 
Greater Cleveland Community 
Shares 
www.communityshares.org 

Virginia 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Campaign 
http://www.cvc.vipnet.org/ 

California 
Central California Combined 
Federal Campaign 
www.centralcaliforniacfc.org/ 
 
CFC Northern California 
www.cfcnorcal.com 

Montana 
Montana Shares 
www.montashares.org 
 

Pennsylvania 
Environmental Fund for 
Pennsylvania 
http://www.efpa.org/campaigns
.html 
 

Wisconsin 
Community Shares of Greater 
Milwaukee 
www.milwaukeeshares.org 
 
Community Shares of Wisconsin 
www.communityshares.com 
 
State and University Employees 
Combined Campaign 
www.seccstatewide.wi.gov/ 
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RESOURCES AND PUBLICATIONS 
 
Conservation and Preservation Charities of America 
Conservation & Preservation Charities of America (CPCA) is a federation of national non-profit organizations working 
to protect and restore the Earth's natural environment and historic treasures. 
More information at: http://www.conservenow.org/home/  
 
Workplace Giving Alliance 
The Workplace Giving Alliance is a consortium of federations that have come together to promote efficiency and 
transparency in public-sector workplace fundraising. Each partner federation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation with 
its own independent board of directors. 
More information at: http://wg-alliance.org/charity_resources.html 
 
America’s Charities  
America's Charities helps charities thrive by generating sustainable income through workplace giving and additional 
paths. This organization provides the tools employers need to conduct efficient, effective workplace giving campaigns. 
More information at: http://www.charities.org/ 
 
Community Works 
A member of Community Shares, Community Works functions to develop a stable and growing source of support for 
our social justice member organizations through participation in the workplace giving campaigns, and through 
individual sustained giving contributions. 
More information at: http://www.communityworks.com/ 
 
National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy: Charitable Fundraising in the Workplace 
This report addresses two questions relevant to how well alternative funds are achieving their mission and the impact 
they and the organizations that benefit from their resources are having Environmental funds were also created due to 
the exclusion and/or under-representation of environmental and conservation organizations from traditional fundraising 
campaigns. 
More information at: http://www.ncrp.org/files/NCRP2007-CharitableFundraisingInTheWorkplace.pdf 
 
Next Generation Workplace Giving Campaigns 
Workplace giving campaigns have a strong foundation; however, in today’s environment of economic and social 
change, workplace giving campaigns face new opportunities and challenges for continued success. In analyzing survey 
results, this new report reveals key strategies for building and sustaining successful workplace campaigns that address 
individual employee values and motivations, corporate goals, and community needs for philanthropy. 
More information at: 
http://www.philanthropy.iupui.edu/research/docs/COP_United_Way_Executive_Summary_FINAL%2011-10-10.pdf 
 


