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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on Thursdays, and is made possible through 
partnership with the USDA Forest Service.  The goal is to provide training opportunities for local urban and 
community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight successful programs and practices that you may want to 
adapt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires 
coordinating time and resources.  ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized 
approaches of successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join Alliance for Community 
Trees for more ways to get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great 
difference in the health, beauty, and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by offering action-
oriented approaches that bring people together around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Greener neighborhoods are safer. Contrary to popular belief, trees and neighborhood greenery are linked to lower rates 
of crime. Confirming the findings of past research, recent studies out of Philadelphia and Baltimore have found greater 
drops in gun violence and crime rates in neighborhoods with more trees. Your work planting trees has a significant 
impact on the safety of your communities, and there is empirical data to support your urban forestry efforts. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/growing-safer-communities-more-
trees-less-crime/ 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Austin Troy   Robert Grossmann   Charles Branas 
University of Vermont  Pennsylvania Horticultural Society University of Pennsylvania 
205D Aiken Center   100 N. 20th St.    423 Guardian Drive 
81 Carrigan Drive   5th Floor    936 Blockley Hall 
Burlington, VT 05405  Philadelphia, PA 19103  Philadelphia, PA 19104-6021 
802-656-8336   215-988-8884   (215) 573-5381 
austin.troy@uvm.edu  rgrossmann@pennhort.org  cbranas@mail.med.upenn.edu 
 
Austin Troy is Associate Professor at the University of Vermont’s Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural 
Resources, with an additional appointment in computer science. He addresses issues around urban and regional 
planning using tools such as Geographic Information Systems and spatial modeling.  He is principal and co-founder of 
Spatial Informatics Group, LLC, an environmental consulting firm in operation since 1998.  Educated at Yale College 
(B.A.), Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies (M.F.), and University of California Berkeley (Ph.D.), he 
also is Director of both UVM's Transportation Research Center and its Spatial Analysis Lab, a fellow of the Gund 
Institute of Ecological Economics, and co-principal investigator of the Baltimore Ecosystem Study, one of the National 
Science Foundation’s two urban Long-Term Ecological Research projects. 
 
Bob Grossmann is Director of Philadelphia Green, a program of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. Through 
Philadelphia Green, Bob manages the nationally-recognized Philadelphia LandCare Program, the recipient of the 
Harvard Kennedy School Ash Center’s “Bright Ideas” Award for Innovation in Government in 2011. His staff directs 
vacant land stabilization, quantifies economic and environmental benefits of greening, and performs parks 
revitalization, community garden plantings, and urban tree canopy restoration. 
 
 



 
ACTrees Webcast Series 

Growing Safer Communities: More Trees, Less Crime 
 

A Resource List 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 
 
Page 2 

Alliance for Community Trees  |  4603 Calvert Road  |  College Park  |  MD  |  20740 
301-277-0040 (p)  |  301-277-0042 (f)  |  Info@ACTrees.org |  www.ACTrees.org 

 
 

TRAINERS (cont’d) 
 
Charles Branas is an Associate Professor of Epidemiology and Director of the Cartographic Modeling Laboratory at the 
University of Pennsylvania. He has also held numerous other university appointments, including as a Penn Fellow in 
the University Office of the Provost. Dr. Branas’ work incorporates human geography and spatial interactions. His 
studies have taken him to various places including the neighborhoods of Philadelphia, rural counties across the US and 
cities and small towns in Guatemala and other countries. Dr. Branas has been on various boards and scientific review 
panels at the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, the Canadian National Research Council, 
the South African Medical Research Council, and is a Past President of the Society for Advancement of Violence and 
Injury Research.  
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SUCCESS STORIES  
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (Philadelphia, PA) 
Greening of vacant urban land may affect the health and safety of nearby residents. ACTrees member organization 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and the University of Pennsylvania teamed up to observe vacant lot revitalization 
across Philadelphia over 10 years through PHS’s Philadelphia Green program. Results indicated that cleaning, 
greening, and planting trees on vacant lots correlated with significant reductions in gun assaults across most of 
Philadelphia and significant reductions in vandalism in one section of the city. Vacant lot greening was also associated 
with residents in certain sections of the city reporting significantly less stress and more exercise. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/greening-vacant-urban-space-may-affect-
health-and-safety/ 
 
Greenscape of Jacksonville (Jacksonville, FL) 
The City of Jacksonville Parks Department and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office are working closely with Greenscape 
of Jacksonville to identify new methods to reduce crime, utilizing Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED). CPTED is a concept that brings together planners, designers and law enforcement to create a climate of 
safety by designing a physical environment that positively influences human behavior. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/landing-pages/greener_neighborhoods_are_safer_communities/ 
 
Our City Forest (San Jose, California) 
Trees have helped transform low-income sections of San Jose into communities where neighbors take ownership of 
their neighborhood’s appearance. ACTrees member organization Our City Forest planted those trees, and report that 
neighbors who don’t even speak the same language have become closer due to increased contact from everyone 
spending more time outside in the newly provided shade. According to the San Jose Police Department, crime rates 
have dropped in areas that have received trees from Our City Forest. 
More information at: http://www.3i-s.com/docs/caltrees_fall02_2.pdf  
 
Gateway Greening (St. Louis, MO) 
Gateway Greening studied the economic development successes of community gardening in St. Louis. Some of the 
positive effects included crime reduction to property and people, increased property values and improvement of 
property, improvements in the overall appearance of the neighborhood, and increased feelings of safety. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/community_gardens_reduce_crime/ 
 
Henrico County Police Department (Henrico County, VA) 
Crime prevention through environmental design is proper design and effective use of the built environment that can 
lead to a reduction in the fear and the incidence of crime, and an improvement in the quality of life of residents. The 
police department in Henrico County, Virginia encourages residents to take ownership of their a concern and stigma of 
crime is threatening our park and recreation areas, especially in urban environments. 
More information at: http://www.americantrails.org/resources/safety/designcrime.html 
 
GardenWorks Minnesota (Minneapolis, MN) 
GardenWorks Minnesota has compiled a list of research-based benefits of community gardens ranging from improved 
diets and crime prevention to healthier urban ecosystems and local economies. Other key metrics include an increase in 
exercise, better local food production, an increase in the use of the outdoors as a classroom for youth, and horticultural 
therapy. Community gardens add beauty to the community and heighten people’s awareness and appreciation for living 
things. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/multiple_benefits_of_community_gardening/ 
 
 



 
ACTrees Webcast Series 

Growing Safer Communities: More Trees, Less Crime 
 

A Resource List 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

 

 
 
Page 4 

Alliance for Community Trees  |  4603 Calvert Road  |  College Park  |  MD  |  20740 
301-277-0040 (p)  |  301-277-0042 (f)  |  Info@ACTrees.org |  www.ACTrees.org 

 
 

RESEARCH  
 
The Relationship between Tree Canopy and Crime Rates Across an Urban-Rural Gradient in the Greater 
Baltimore Region 
Austin Troy and J. Morgan Grove 
Recently, researchers concluded that a 10 percent increase in leaf canopy was associated with a 12 percent drop in 
crime across Baltimore City and Baltimore County in Maryland. They found that with few exceptions, the frequency of 
crimes reported in a particular block or neighborhood goes down as the tree cover gets thicker. Links to reduced crime 
was most apparent on public land, such as parks, schoolyards and other government property with lots of mature trees. 
Other tree-lined streets and avenues also had somewhat lower criminal activity. The study, published online in the 
journal Landscape and Urban Planning challenges the notion that thick vegetation gives cover to car thieves, muggers 
and other would-be criminals. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/the-relationship-between-tree-canopy-and-
crime-rates-across-an-urban-rural-gradient-in-the-greater-baltimore-region/ 
 
The Effect of Trees on Crime in Portland, Oregon 
Geoffry Donovan and Jeffrey Prestemon 
Results of a Portland crime study performed over a two year period showed that street trees fronting a house reduced 44 
crime occurrences. The net effect of all trees was a reduction in 33 crimes. Researchers estimate the relationship 
between trees and crime in Portland, Oregon in 2005-2007. In general, the authors find that trees in the public right of 
way are associated with lower crime rates. The relationship between crime and trees on a house’s lot is mixed. Smaller, 
view-obstructing trees are associated with increased crime, whereas larger trees are associated with reduced crime. The 
authors speculate that trees may reduce crime by signaling to potential criminals that a house is better cared for and, 
therefore, subject to more effective authority than a comparable house with fewer trees.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/the-effect-of-trees-on-crime-in-portland-
oregon/#more-8329 
 
Environment and Crime in the Inner City: Does Vegetation Reduce Crime? 
Frances Kuo and William Sullivan  
Research shows that there is a negative relationship between vegetation and fear of crime in various settings. Residents 
living in “greener” surroundings report lower levels of fear, fewer incivilities, less aggressive and violent behavior.  
Research was conducted in Chicago using police crime reports. Crime rates for 98 apartment buildings with different 
levels of vegetation were compared for the study. The greener a building’s surrounding were, the fewer crimes reported 
for both violent and property crimes. Specifically, the more green space, the more publicly used the area is; thus, the 
increased number of eyes that surveillance such a public place, deters criminals. Green space also mitigates mental 
fatigue, which is a precursor to crime. Compared with buildings that had little or no vegetation, buildings with high 
levels of greenery had 48 percent fewer property crimes and 56 percent fewer violent crimes. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/more_trees_less_crime/ 
 
Do Designed Landscapes Deter Crime? 
Alfredo Lorenzo and Daniel Wims 
Using color infrared aerial photography, researchers studied the relationship between the amount of vegetation and the 
level of property crime within the City of Tallahassee. Results showed a statistically significant negative relationship 
between the incidence of property crime committed in the city and the amount of vegetation. On the whole, properties 
with less than average mean level of green space had increased frequency of crime.  Additionally, outcomes indicated 
that the amount of vegetation could predict the likelihood of a household becoming a victim of property crime. This 
Tallahassee study, in addition to others, provides evidence that the vegetation within city environments can reduce 
crime and promote safer communities. 
More information at: http://www.fshs.org/Proceedings/Password%20Protected/2004%20v.%20117/297-300.pdf 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
Landscape and Human Health Laboratory 
The Landscape and Human Health Laboratory (LHHL) is a multidisciplinary research laboratory dedicated to studying 
the connection between greenery and human health.  Researchers there examine the impacts of natural features—
including trees—on safety, crime, violence, and aggression. Topics include looking at the strength of a community and 
residents’ abilities to cope with extreme influences. The LHHL uses its findings to promote policies that suggest 
locations for green landscaping where the environment is most challenging and relief is most needed. 
More information at: http://lhhl.illinois.edu/crime.htm 
 
Safe Communities: Greenery and Trees Lessen Violence and Crime 
According to the Benefits of Trees and Urban Forests Research List, the greater amount of green space and trees 
around housing units, the more likely those homes will stay safe. Public housing residents with nearby trees and natural 
landscapes reported 25% fewer acts of domestic aggression and violence. There is less graffiti, vandalism, and littering 
in outdoor spaces with natural landscapes than in comparable plant-less spaces. Apartment buildings with high levels of 
greenery had 52% fewer crimes than those without any trees. Buildings with medium amounts of greenery had 42% 
fewer crimes. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/what-we-do/public-policy/safe-communities/ 
 
Dealing With Crime and Disorder in Urban Parks 
This guide for police is part of the Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) series. In partnership with police 
departments and neighborhood associations, residents in many communities across the country have enacted Problem- 
Oriented Policing to deal with crime issues. Communities can police their local parks and green spaces by following 
these steps: 1) The onset of disordered behavior, 2) Diversification of park use so as to keep it a welcoming place for 
everyone, 3) Assessing risk and danger by regular maintenance of the park, and 4) Ensuring residents take back 
ownership of this public space. In the majority of parks studied in background research for this guide, problems in 
communities started with visible signs of depreciative behavior. This guide offers insight to deal with that behavior by 
improving the physical park space through upkeep and empowering local residents to take ownership of the area.  
More information at: http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/pdfs/urban_parks.pdf 
 
Weed and Seed 
Operation Weed and Seed is a U.S. Department of Justice initiative that engaged community members in activities that 
deterred crime, including by restoring neighborhoods with green space. The Weed and Seed strategy recognizes the 
importance of linking and integrating Federal, State, and local law enforcement and criminal justice efforts with 
Federal, State, and local social services, the private sector and community efforts to maximize the impact of existing 
programs and resources. It also recognizes that community involvement of residents and the private sector is of 
paramount importance to the success of a neighborhood. 
More information at http://www.justice.gov/usao/nce/weedSeed.html 
 
Green Cities Good Health 
Green Cities Good Health addresses concerns many urban residents may have about the presence of vegetation acting 
as a potential screen for criminal activity summarizes the research findings on the relationship between urban 
vegetation and crimes, aggressive behavior, and safety. Pilot studies done by Kathleen Wolfe, PhD out of the Pacific 
Northwest Research Station and the USDA Forest Service have suggested a relationship between lack of vegetation and 
rates of "incivilities” or minor crimes. Other studies included in the project included a survey of 31 urban sites in a 
California that found 90% of vandalism or graffiti incidents occurred in areas without plantings compared to 10% in 
landscaped areas. In another public housing study part of the project, researchers found the more vegetation there is, the 
less residents expressed a fear of crime.  
More information at http://actrees.org/news/media-center/actrees-news/green_cities_good_health/ 


