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Q	  &	  A	  WITH LINDA EREMITA OF TREE PEOPLE 
 
Q: Do the citizen pruners communicate with the adjacent property owners? If so, how are conflicts resolved (pruner 
thinks limb should be removed but resident disagrees)?  

Our Citizen Arborists organize community projects, so the neighbors come out and participate when 
appropriate. Education is prime. In the city of Los Angeles, we are on a 40-year pruning cycle because of budget cuts. 
Once a Citizen Arborist explains why a cut is to be made or not made for the health of the tree and to avoid a hazardous 
situation, the homeowners are happy that something is being done. 
 
Q: Do you provide the course in Spanish, or have any bilingual certified volunteers?  

We do not at this time, but our other classes are offered in Spanish. 
 
Q: Are Citizen Pruners educated about electrical hazard safety?  

Yes, in the respect that they are not to prune trees in power lines. We leave that up to the power companies. 
 
Q: Are Citizen Arborists volunteer managers or are they more the technical experts?  

Both. Because these are community events, we talk about ways to bring the community together and how to 
manage a small or large event. 
 
Q: How do you handle parked cars on streets where you are pruning? 

If volunteers can’t safely prune or care for a tree without harming vehicles or other property, they move on to 
the next tree. Since the community is notified of events in advance, people are asked to park cars elsewhere during the 
event. Sometimes a ‘street closure’ or ‘no parking’ permit is secured. 
 
Q: Where can participants acquire the text used for the training, and the assessment tool to start? Is available for 
download?  

Participants receive a CD of the workbook and other materials. They can print what they need. We have hard 
copies to use in class that we use from session to session. 
 
Q: Do either of these programs send out advanced notice that a pruning is going to happen or to give the property 
owner the opportunity to opt out of the pruning?  

We do not usually have strictly pruning days. Rather we run general tree care days where many things 
happen – pruning, watering, weeding, mulching, stake adjustment or removal. Residents are notified that an event is 
going to happen and they are invited to participate. We have not had someone refuse the care, but of course we 
wouldn’t work on a tree that the homeowner didn’t want touched. We have had people refuse a tree to be planted in 
their parkway, because they didn’t want to be responsible for it later. Free tree care is an easy sell. 
 
	  


