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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on the third Thursday of each month.  The goal is to 
provide training opportunities for local urban and community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight 
successful programs and practices that you may want to adapt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires 
coordinating time and resources.  ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and 
organized approaches of successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join Alliance for 
Community Trees for more ways to get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest 
and make a great difference in the health, beauty, and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by 
offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Local residents who enjoy riding their bikes are often the same volunteers who support your organization’s tree 
planting. In some cities, combining biking with tree education, planting, and care has created a new mode of 
engaging residents in community forestry. Nonprofits are actively recruiting new urban tree enthusiasts through 
activities like tree tours, watering, and even operating entire tree plantings with bicycles, resulting in carbon-negative 
events. Whether delivering supplies to a tree planting by bike, or making two-wheeled vehicles available to staff for 
routine site visits, ample opportunity exists to engage bicyclists of all ages with community trees. 
 
TRAINERS 
 
 
Whitney Dorer  
Neighborhood Trees Manager 
Friends of Trees 
Martin Luther King Blvd 
Portland, OR 
(503) 467-2521 
WhitneyD@friendsoftrees.org 
 

 
Jim Woodworth 
Director of Tree Planting 
Casey Trees 
3030 12th St Street NE 
Washington, DC 20017 
(202) 349-1904 
jwoodworth@caseytrees.org 
 

Whitney Dorer manages the Neighborhood Trees Program at Friends of Trees. Just last season, this program planted about 
5,000 trees in neighborhoods in and around the Portland, Oregon, metro area. Whitney joined Friends of Trees as an 
AmeriCorps member in 2007. An East-Coast native, she graduated from Smith College with a degree in Psychology and 
Environmental Studies.  Whitney is passionate about building community and making Portland a more beautiful place 
through planting trees.  
 
Jim Woodworth has worked with Casey Trees for a decade, and now serves as the organization’s Director of Tree Planting. 
His experience improving tree planting activities in the District of Columbia includes establishing regular maintenance and 
pruning on young trees- including the Water By-Cycle program where Casey Trees staff waters trees by bike. Jim has his 
Masters in Environmental Management from Yale University.  He received an honor from the Municipal Forestry Institute 
and actively contributes to fellow Alliance for Community Trees member Urban Resources Initiative. Jim is a Certified Tree 
Risk Assessor, and an ISA Certified Arborist. 
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SUCCESS STORIES—PROGRAMS  
 
Friends of Trees (Portland, OR) 
Going to work, getting groceries, even moving can be done by bike in Portland, Oregon. At Friends of Trees, you can add 
planting trees to the list of things to do by bike in Portland. For four years the nonprofit has offered several entirely bike-run 
events using two wheels to transport staff, volunteers, trees, and all supplies. Friends of Trees encourages volunteers with 
equipped bicycles to help cart trees on their trailers and tools in crates or baskets. This past winter Friends of Trees hosted four 
plantings by bike, creating negative carbon footprint with each event. This program has proven an ideal way for Portland 
residents to meet their neighbors, get some outside exercise, and beautify the city. 
More information at: http://www.friendsoftrees.org/blog/2010/11/22/sign-up-for-plant-by-bike/ 
 
Casey Trees (Washington, DC)  
For four years, Casey Trees has deployed its Water By-Cycle fleet to water trees in neighborhoods with limited street parking and 
heavy vehicular traffic during D.C.’s hot summer months. Each team, led by a crew chief and supported by High School Summer 
Crew members, cycles to and waters trees the nonprofit has planted in locations throughout the nation’s capital. The lead bike is 
attached to a custom 6-foot cargo trailer carrying hoses, safety cones and free tree care literature. Water is accessed from fire 
hydrants and transported to individual trees by hoses and 5-gallon buckets. During summer 2012, the Water By-Cycle fleet 
watered over 6,000 trees. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/media-center/actrees-news/casey_trees_wheels_out_water_by-cycle_program/ 
 
reTREEt America (Dallas, TX) 
reTREEt America is a kaleidoscopic group of bicycle and tree enthusiasts who volunteer to replant communities whose trees 
have been lost to natural disasters. The organization’s mission is to plant as many donated native trees as possible for 
homeowners affected by natural disasters in specific zones. reTREEt America aligns with avid cyclists who share common 
interest in greening communities, harnessing the spirit of volunteerism to rehabilitate damaged land. The group spreads proper 
tree planting and care techniques through education, enhancing communities both socially and economically in the aftermath of 
disasters. 
More information at: http://www.retreetamerica.org 
 
TREE FUND: Tour des Trees (Naperville, IL) 
The mission of the Tree Research Education and Endowment Fund (TREE Fund) is to identify and fund projects and programs 
that advance knowledge in the field of arboriculture to benefit people, trees, and the environment. The Tour des Trees is a 
weeklong, 500-mile cycling event held each year to fundraise for the TREE Fund. The TREE Fund supports carefully chosen 
researchers around the world and awards up to four sizeable scholarships to college students each year. In addition, the Tour’s 
outreach events help educate the public about the importance of good tree care and mobilize support for local tree programs.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/newsroom/tour-des-trees-kicks-off-20th-anniversary-in-portland/ 
 
Colorado Tree Coalition (Fort Collins, CO) 
The Tour de Poudre is a one-day bike ride starting and ending at New Belgium Brewery, in Fort Collins, Colorado to raise money 
for tree planting and tree research. Riders can choose the longer route of approximately 60 miles, or a shorter route of 
approximately 35 miles. This year, participants will ride along the scenic Poudre River. Besides food, fun, and fellowship with 
other bike riders, participants also help to improve community trees in Colorado. Proceeds from the ride are split between The 
Colorado Tree Coalition (CTC) and the Tree Research & Education Endowment Fund. To date, the Tour de Poudre has raised 
$10,000.00 for trees. 
More information at: http://www.coloradotrees.org/programs.php#poudre 
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SUCCESS STORIES—BICYCLE TREE TOURS  
 
Casey Trees (Washington, DC) 
Casey Trees offers a new perspective of the National Arboretum with a bike tree tour through the grounds. This two-hour 
leisurely 3.3-mile ride stops at specimens in several of the Arboretum’s collections including native shade trees like White Oak 
and Mockernut Hickory. The ride teaches the distinguishing characteristics of chosen species that are helpful for tree 
identification.  Participants get to compare and contrast different species within the Arboretum as they complete a loop looking at 
both native and ornamental trees.  
More information at: http://caseytrees.org/event/tree-tour-bike-tree-tour-at-the-national-arboretum/ 
 
Trees Atlanta (Atlanta, GA) 
Trees Atlanta hosts a bike tour of Inman Park- a neighborhood bursting with large mature trees. This springtime event takes 
riders past trees sprouting leaves and flowers in the neighborhood. Trees Atlanta uses bike tours to encourage residents to get 
more active and to educate them about local native species in Atlanta. This ride is fairly easy with minimal hills. Staff accompany 
residents on the tour, well-dispersed throughout to make sure the group stays together safely.  
More information at: http://treesatlanta.org/event/bike-tour-of-inman-park/ 
 
Shreveport Green (Shreveport, LA) 
With involvement from local Louisiana State University faculty, Shreveport Green hosts a City Tree Tour by bike during the fall. 
The tour visits Betty Virginia Park before winding through old Broadmoor, Centenary College, and to Stoner Boat Launch for a 
snack break. There the group spins down the Fant bikeway to downtown. Group photos are shot at the conclusion of the bike 
tour. Shreveport Green partnered with the LSU AgCenter, Columbia Café, A Better Shreveport and Baton Rouge Advocates for 
Safe Streets to host the event for the second year. Participants taking the entire tour are served lunch at the end- a perfect way to 
discuss the new ways they have viewed old trees. 
More information at: http://shreveport.blogspot.com/2011/10/velo-dendro-shreveport-sat-oct-22-830.html 
 
Tree Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh, PA) 
Tree Pittsburgh, formerly known as Friends of the Pittsburgh Urban Forest, hosted a bike ride in 2009 to help foster community 
support for urban trees. The nonprofit invited all Pittsburgh residents to ride with them to learn more about the new trees planted 
along popular commuting routes, bike lanes, and riverfront trails. The tour included some stops with tree identification and 
discussion about trees and traffic. This ride was partly in traffic, and partly along trails. Helmets were encouraged! 
More information at: http://bike-pgh.org/2009/08/19/friends-of-the-pittsburgh-urban-forest-urban-tree-bike-ride-tonite/ 
 
City of Vancouver (Vancouver, WA) 
Locals have the opportunity to pedal through historic downtown Vancouver while admiring some of the city’s most celebrated 
trees, during a special TreeTalk bike tour.  City of Vancouver Urban Forestry staff lead an easy 4-mile guided Heritage Tree 
Bicycle Tour of the city’s notable trees. The flat, enjoyable ride begins and ends at Esther Short Park. As the riders wind their 
way through downtown, the tour will stop at ten locations to admire trees that stand as a strong legacy, connecting the community 
to Vancouver’s proud past. Along the way, riders will also engage in discussion of the historical and arboricultural significance 
of each tree, provided by Urban Forestry staff. Participants are required to wear helmets and must obey all traffic laws. Officially 
recognized by the city for their size, beauty or cultural significance, each of these heritage trees is marked by a small black 
plaque. City urban foresters decided to highlight the heritage trees, to embrace the past while promoting the city’s effort to boost 
urban canopy visibility for the future. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/media-center/actrees-news/bike_tour_celebrates_vancouvers_top_trees_con/ 
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SUCCESS STORIES—BICYCLE TREE TOURS (continued) 
 
City of New York/Parks and Recreation (New York, NY) 
Home to over 5.2 million trees, New York City’s Parks and Recreation department hosts a tour of some of the most special trees 
in Manhattan. From revolutionary times and old-time survivors to today’s humble saplings, participants visit trees that take on a 
shape the character of the city. Everyone is encouraged to get their arms around the trunks of the old-time New York native 
species. The tour includes a stop at the Arsenal Gallery in Central Park to see a photo exhibit of images from a related book, New 
York City of Trees by Benjamin Swett. 
More information at: http://www.nycgovparks.org/events/2013/04/13/bicycle-tour-of-trees-in-manhattan 
 
TreeFolks (Austin, TX) 
The Tree Tour of Austin was inspired by “Think Trees” week, an event that began when a passionate Austin resident challenged 
the removal of an ancient Live Oak to pave a parking space in 1973. The Tree Tour, taken by bicycle, celebrates the significant 
contribution that trees make to the health and well being of our communities, as well as recognizes the impact transportation 
choices make on the livability of urban areas. The first Tree Tour, held in 1976, featured over 30 of Austin’s largest trees 
nominated by citizens around Austin. These trees were inducted into the Bicentennial Registry of Trees and were graced with 
bicentennial plaques, many of which remain today.  
More information at: http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Parks/Forestry/TreeWheelin_Bike_Tour_9_30_09.pdf 
 
City of Ann Arbor (Ann Arbor, MI) 
All are welcome to participate in a leisurely bike ride to visit some of Ann Arbor's largest and most interesting landmark trees. 
The City of Ann Arbor, in partnership with the Tree Conservancy, the Ann Arbor Bicycle Touring Society, and former city 
forestry staffer Cam Knight, chose significant trees and talk at each site about the history and details of each one. This is one 
activity of many local residents get involved in for the purpose of protecting Ann Arbor's urban forest.  
More information at: http://www.annarbor.com/news/ann-arbor-mayor-to-lead-inaugural-tree-tour-bike-ride-this-saturday/ 
 
Garden Cycles Bicycle Tour (Washington, DC) 
Three Washington, DC women went on the adventure of their lives to learn about the urban farming movement. Biking from the 
nation’s capital to Montreal, Quebec, these women visited thriving inner-city gardens, innovative suburban farms, and rooftop 
vegetable plots as they chronicled a grassroots movement seeking to change the way we put food on our table. In the course of 
their three-month odyssey, they filmed a low-budget documentary, “Garden Cycles Bike Tour,” which captures the spirit of their 
unusual 2,000-mile sojourn and the much larger movement that inspired it. The trip has also generated a Web site and blog. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/media-center/actrees-news/pedaling_the_local_food_movement/  
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COMMUNITY BICYCLING SUPPORT 
 
League of American Bicyclists  
Originally funded to improve riding conditions in 1880, over 100,000 cyclists from across the United States formed what would 
be called later the League of American Bicyclists to advocate for paved roads. The mission of the League is to promote bicycling 
for fun, fitness, transportation, and work through advocacy and education. The League encourages community stakeholders to 
provide better facilities, activities, infrastructure and education for cyclists. The organization publicly recognizes institutions for 
helping create a bicycle-friendly America. The organization’s website enables users to search locally for certified cycling clubs, 
rides, shops and more. 
More information at: http://findit.bikeleague.org/search/ 
 
International Bicycle Fund  
The International Bicycle Fund promotes bicycle transportation through planning and engineering, safety education, and 
economic development assistance. The organization aims to share best practices to those who need it by helping partners refine 
and increase the effectiveness of their bicycle programs. International Bicycle Fund shares a comprehensive guide to organizing a 
charity/fundraising bicycling event covering the vast majority of tasks that organizers will need to complete to be successful.  No 
matter your organization’s existing network, International Bicycle fund advises that your organization start with a small event, 
and amend these tasks to fit local needs. Be sure to create a timeline and master task list to help you efficiently allocate resources.  
More information at: http://www.ibike.org/encouragement/bike-a-thon.htm  
 
Active Transportation Alliance  
The mission of Active Transportation Alliance is to make bicycling, walking and public transit safe, convenient and fun in order 
to achieve a significant shift from environmentally harmful, sedentary travel to clean, active travel. The nonprofit advocates for 
transportation that encourages and promotes safety, physical activity, social interaction, and environmental stewardship. 
Community bike rides happen for all sorts of issues—to raise money, to establish buy-in, to accomplish an advocacy goal. Active 
Transportation Alliance details the steps one active community member took to create a fun bike ride event around the French 
holiday of Bastille Day.  
More information at: http://www.activetrans.org/modeshift/04_02/organizing-community-rides  
 
BIKESAFE  
The Bicycle Countermeasure Selection System, or BIKESAFE, is intended to provide practitioners with the latest information 
available for improving the safety and mobility of those who bicycle. Intended primarily for engineers, planners, and community 
stakeholders, BIKESAFE may also be used by citizens to identify problems and recommend solutions to improve cyclist safety. 
The program uses case studies and established research to illustrate the best courses of action for creating safer places to bike. 
Resources on the site provide an overview of bicycling in right-of-way, information about bicycle crash factors and analysis, and 
implementing bicycling improvements. Tools provided on the site allow users to select appropriate countermeasures or 
treatments to address specific bicycling objectives or crash problems.  
More information at http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/bikesafe/ 
 
Organizing a Neighborhood Bike Tour 
Organizing a neighborhood bike tour can bring residents together to learn about their local landscape while promoting bicycle use 
and safety. Bike Tours can also introduce people to bicycling in a fun and easy way, increasing public awareness about 
significant local buildings, the abundance of city greenspace, or any relevant topic to explore on a tour by bike. Neighborhood 
Bike Tours can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by promoting bicycle riding as an alternative climate-friendly mode of 
transportation. Pairing riders up in Transit Buddy Programs can be a great way to bring new riders into the fold, helping them feel 
more comfortable and making them more likely to bicycle again.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/files/Events/organizing_a_bike_tree_tour.pdf 
 


