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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on the third Thursday of each month. The goal is to provide 
training opportunities for local urban and community forestry practitioners. The trainings highlight successful programs and 
practices that you may want to adopt in your communities. Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do. However, planting and protecting trees also requires coordinating 
time and resources. ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized approaches of 
successful projects and models for members to replicate. We invite you to join Alliance for Community Trees for more ways to 
get involved. Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great difference in the health, beauty, 
and livability of our communities. We strengthen communities by offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together 
around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
As communities shoulder greater concern over water resources in urban areas, preserving natural buffer zones is a top priority. 
Riparian tree planting programs can help address pollution, erosion, flooding, water temperature, and litter issues along river 
banks. While riparian tree planting can pose challenges, and methods and conditions vary for each city, the outcome is clear: 
trees are critical for healthy watersheds. 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Suzanne Probart  
Executive Director 
Tree New Mexico 
PO Box 7990  
Albuquerque, NM 87194 
(505) 265-4554 
tnm@treenm.com 
 

Charles C. Conner 
Urban Forester 
Missouri Department of Conservation 
12405 SE Ranson Road 
Lee’s Summit, MO 64082 
(816) 622-0900 
Charles.Conner@mdc.mo.gov 
 

Sue Probart, an original founder of Tree New Mexico, has over 29 years of experience in horticulture. As Executive Director of 
Tree New Mexico, Sue has been nationally recognized and commended for excellence in environmental work, tree planting, and 
education, she has led Tree New Mexico to plant more than one million trees since 1990. Sue serves on a number of boards and 
committees, including on the New Mexico Urban Forest Council and the New Mexico Forest Releaf Tree Planting Advisory 
Committee. Sue is also an original founding member of Alliance for Community Trees.  
 
Chuck Conner is an urban forester with the Missouri Department of Conservation in Kansas City. He has extensive experience 
in the field, having worked for a decade in landscaping, as well as in forestry departments at several universities. Instrumental in 
helping protect urban watersheds in the greater Kansas City area, Chuck has facilitated partnerships with local nonprofits, 
including Alliance for Community Trees member Heartland Tree Alliance. Chuck is an ISA Certified Arborist and Municipal 
Specialist.
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RIPARIAN PLANTING PROGRAMS  
 
Trees New Mexico (Albuquerque, NM) 
Early every year, Tree New Mexico and the City of Albuquerque Open Space Division coordinate the efforts of volunteer groups 
who work to restore the Bosque by “pole planting.” In this process, cottonwood and willow tree “poles” are cut and planted 
during the dormant winter season. Poles are usually suckers that come up from the base of an older, established tree. When spring 
arrives, the poles send out new leaves along the remaining branches, and roots along the shaft of the buried part of the pole. As 
the tree establishes its new and more traditional root system, the buried part of the pole begins to rot away. This restoration 
method is very cost effective, establishing a forest of six to twelve foot tall trees in a few years time with an estimated survival 
rate of about 85 percent. These plantings are crucial because New Mexico riparian zones suffer from a lack of buffering zones, 
issues of flood control, and invasive species. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/riparian-tree-planting-for-healthy-watersheds/ 
 
Heartland Tree Alliance (Kansas City, MO) 
For over 20 years, residents of Kansas City have come together for Project Blue River Rescue. Kansas City Public Works, the 
Missouri Department of Conservation, Heartland Tree Alliance, and several local businesses and organizations have made 
Project Blue River Rescue one of the largest service events in Missouri. In April 2013, Heartland Tree Alliance and volunteers 
planted trees along the Blue River near a baseball complex in southern Kansas City. Volunteers also removed invasives like 
honeysuckle plants that could stifle the new trees. 
More information at: http://blog.arborday.org/tag/heartland-tree-alliance/ 
 
The Greening of Detroit (Detroit, MI) 
The Greening of Detroit and 30 volunteers planted 75 trees at Rouge Park along the River Rouge Watershed. This area has been 
designated an “Area of Concern” by the EPA due to Emerald Ash Borer devastation and stormwater runoff issues. These new 
trees will provide species diversity to the tree canopy and help stabilize the watershed. The city of Detroit’s tree canopy is well 
below the recommended 40 percent. The Greening of Detroit has become one of the primary forces behind urban forestry and 
green infrastructure, planting more than 5,000 trees per year. 
More information at: http://greeningofdetroit.com/what-we-do/strategic-landscapes/ 
 
Trees Atlanta (Atlanta, GA) 
Trees Atlanta and 65 community volunteers planted 155 new trees along the Confluence Trail at Peachtree Creek. Many of the 
volunteers were students from Emory University, Georgia State University, Southern Polytechnic Institute, and Georgia Tech. 
The students learned about how these new trees will phase out invasives and help stabilize the creek by preventing erosion, 
capturing stormwater runoff, and improving water quality. 
More information at: http://treesatlanta.org/ 
 
The Village of Glenview (Glenview, IL) 
The Village of Glenview partnered with the Glenview Park District, Glenbrook South High School, and 60 community 
volunteers to plant 105 trees along the west fork of the north branch of the Chicago River. This part of the river collects over 70% 
of the Village’s stormwater and has lost canopy cover due to Emerald Ash Borer infestation. The new trees will therefore be 
crucial for restoration efforts. 
More information at: http://glenview.il.us/government/Documents/PRReach1award101413.pdf 
 
The Savannah Tree Foundation (Savannah, GA) 
The Savannah Tree Foundation, Savannah State Environmental Club, City Alderman Tony Thomas, County Commissioner Lori 
Brady, and 150 community volunteers partnered to plant 110 trees on FEMA lots near Wilshire Canal. The City of Savannah had 
previously cleared pavement in the area to make way for the trees, which will mitigate stormwater and increase the amount of 
permeable surfaces in the city. 
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More information at: http://www.savannahtree.com/ 
 
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (Indianapolis, IN) 
In recognition of the FedEx 40th anniversary and the company’s commitment to serving Indianapolis, FedEx team members 
partnered with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (KIB) for a volunteer project to plant more than 100 Indiana native trees to help 
restore the Fall Creek watershed, as part of a Global Month of Service in April 2013 and Reconnecting to Our Waterways, a 
partnership to strengthen waterways in Indianapolis. 
More information at: http://www.kibi.org/fedex-and-kib-partner-to-restore-the-fall-creek-watershed/ 
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (Upper Darby, PA) 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society partnered with the Eastern Delaware County Stormwater Collaborative, Upper Darby Tree 
Tenders, and 60 community volunteers to plant 225 trees along the Naylors Run stream. Due to runoff, the stream frequently 
floods nearby recreational fields and homes, so the new trees will stabilize this waterway and absorb stormwater runoff. 
For more information: http://phsonline.org/ 
 
The City of Norfolk (Norfolk, VA) 
The City of Norfolk and 22 community volunteers planted 58 trees at the Larchmont Elementary School near Colley Bay and at 
Old Dominion University near the Elizabeth River. The new trees will improve water quality for Colley Bay and enhance the 
public access area near the school.  At the university, the trees will help stormwater filtration, increase species diversity, and 
improve air quality on campus.  
More information at: http://www.odu.edu/about/odu-publications/insideodu/2013/11/18/feature1 
 
Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper (Buffalo, NY) 
In partnership with the Niagara River Greenway, Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper launched the Niagara River Riparian Restoration 
Program. The program coordinates land stewardship trainings and ecological restoration projects with private residential 
landowners in the riparian areas of the Niagara River and its tributaries. This program provided coordination with urban and 
suburban riparian landowners and leveraged the skills and the existing resources of partners in conservation to increase riparian 
restoration activities in the watershed. The ecological restoration projects and trainings included native tree planting, erosion 
controlling techniques, forest management, forest buffer maintenance, and invasive species management. 
More information at:  
http://bnriverkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/The-Niagara-River-Riparian-Restoration-Program-Final-Report.pdf 
 
White River Partnership (South Royalton, VT)  
Beginning in 2000, the White River Partnership has successfully run the Trees for Streams Program in partnership with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The program seeks to restore streamside vegetation throughout the watershed by working with local 
landowners to plant native trees and shrubs along their riverbanks – at no cost to them. To date, the WRP has partnered with 
more than 90 landowners throughout the watershed and planted thousands of trees along more than 30 miles of river. In 2012, 
they planted 4,500 native trees and shrubs to restore over 10 acres of the White River and its tributaries. 
More information at: http://www.whiteriverpartnership.org/index.php/programs/trees-for-streams-program 
 
Anacostia Watershed Society (Bladensburg, MD) 
The mission of the Anacostia Watershed Society is to protect and restore the Anacostia River and its watershed communities by 
cleaning the water, recovering the shores, and honoring the heritage. They note that in addition to reducing the populations of 
highly invasive plants, an equally important component to habitat restoration is reintroducing native plants and trees. During both 
the spring and fall, the Anacostia Watershed Society regularly organizes larger groups of volunteers to help plant and maintain 
native trees along stream banks and in open spaces throughout the Anacostia Watershed. The newly planted trees generate 
improvements in local water quality by preventing erosion, reducing storm water pollution, and restoring important habitats for 
other native plants and animals.  
More information at: http://www.anacostiaws.org/programs/stewardship/native-plant-restoration/tree-planting
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Chesapeake Bay Program (Wardensville, WV) 
In September 2012, Todd Miller, the Director of Aquatic Restoration at Canaan Valley Institute (CVI), was trying to find a 
funding source to plant trees and shrubs on a Wardensville farm. The Cacapon River traverses through the farm, and there is a 
very critical section that is extremely susceptible to soil erosion. With funding from the Chesapeake Bay Program and the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, over 170 trees and shrubs were planted on the farm. This area is of great concern to the Chesapeake 
Bay Program, which has set out with the purpose of improving the water quality in the Bay. Small tree plantings, such as this, can 
have a cumulative effect on the Bay’s water quality. 
More information at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wv/newsroom/?cid=nrcs144p2_074491 
 
Riparian Buffer Program (Nashville, TN) 
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture Division of Forestry (TDF) has a yearly grant program to fund tree plantings to restore 
riparian buffers in 7 priority watersheds in Davisson, Rutherford, and Williamson Counties. These riparian buffers offer many 
benefits not only to the landowner, but also to the watershed. Grants are open to both landowners and organizations to promote 
water quality in urban landscapes through planting trees along waterways that lack forest cover. The program provides native 
trees to public and private landowners, at no cost to the landowner, to be planted along streams and waterways in the seven 
priority watersheds. To date the program has funded a total of 46 individual projects, planting over 10,000 trees. 
More information at: http://www.tn.gov/agriculture/forestry/rbp.shtml 
 
Hudson Estuary Trees for Tribs (Fort Collins, CO) 
The Hudson River Estuary Program's "Trees for Tribs" Initiative (tribs as in tributaries) offers free native trees and shrubs for 
qualifying riparian buffer planting/restoration projects in the Hudson River Estuary watershed. The Estuary Program's Stream 
Buffer Coordinator assists with plant selection, designing a planting plan, and other technical information to improve the odds of 
success for the project. The application is open for both spring and fall with the goal of improving buffers to reduce pollution, 
runoff, erosion, and flooding. 
More information at: http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/43668.html 
 
Virginia Trees for Clean Water (Poquoson, VA) 
The Virginia Department of Forestry has developed the Trees for Clean Water program designed to improve water quality in the 
Chesapeake Bay through tree plantings. Grants support tree planting activities including riparian buffer tree planting and 
community and neighborhood tree plantings. The program encourages proposals that demonstrate that trees will be maintained in 
the long-term and encourage local government and citizen involvement. 
More information at: http://www.ci.poquoson.va.us/node/515 
 
TreeVitalize (Ambler, PA) 
Ambler Borough received grants from TreeVitalize, a public-private partnership to help restore tree cover, and Merck & Co. to 
restore the natural habitat of Borough Park. In 2006, Merck & Co. caused a spill of toxic material into the Wissahickon Creek, so 
they provided this grant as part of their fine from the Department of Environmental Protection. The borough provided matching 
funds for the grants, which were used to widen the riparian buffer along the Rose Valley Creek in Borough Park. Doubling the 
size of the riparian buffer will have a major benefit for stormwater management and improved water quality.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/files/Newsroom/timesherald_ambler.pdf 
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RIPARIAN PLANTING BEST PRACTICE GUIDES 
 
A Guide to Riparian Tree Planting in Southwest Oregon (Corvallis, OR) 
Written by foresters from Oregon State University Extension Service, the document provides a step-by-step guide to planting 
trees in riparian areas of Oregon. The document is intended to increase the rates of tree survival and growth in riparian planting 
projects. It provides information including project design, site selection and preparation, species selection and maintenance. 
More information at: http://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1957/20390/em8893-e.pdf 
 
Riparian & Wetland Tree Planting Pocket Guide for North Carolina (Raleigh, NC) 
Provided by the North Carolina Forest Service, the guide offers recommendations and guidelines for riparian tree planting based 
upon collective knowledge and research of the N.C. Forest Service and its cooperators. The guide outlines a process for 
establishing a forested riparian area in support of stream or wetland restoration projects including information on preparing the 
site, species mix, selection and maintenance, and tree planting. 
More information at: http://ncforestservice.gov/publications/WQ0206.pdf 
 
Planting a Riparian Buffer (Lexington, KY) 
This guideline, developed by the University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, gives a general overview of riparian buffers, 
their benefits and how to create one. It contains information on site assessment, site preparation, species selection, planting, and 
maintenance. The guide also lists common invasive species in Kentucky and the best types of trees, shrubs, grasses and 
wildflowers to use for riparian buffers. 
More information at: http://www2.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/id/id185/id185.pdf 
 
Riparian Buffers for Wildlife (University Park, PA) 
Written by the Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences Cooperative Extension, this fact sheet provides information on how to 
create or restore an effective riparian buffer. This detailed document discusses many of the issues that come with planning, 
planting, and maintaining a riparian buffer including buffer width, adjacent land uses, financial assistance, soil conditions, and 
weed control. This guide is focused on wildlife protection, so it gives specific tips and instructions for how to enhance wildlife 
habitat and water quality. 
More information at: http://pubs.cas.psu.edu/freepubs/pdfs/uh165.pdf 
 
City Trees 
The City Trees Sustainability Guidelines and Best Practices were developed to support the new and innovative project 
Hawthorne Eco Village, in the City of Minneapolis. Tree Trust, in partnership with Project for Pride and Living and the 
Hawthorne Area Community Council created a demonstration project that combined urban trees and landscape design with 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certified affordable housing. The goal is to provide much-needed 
direction and recommendations for how to accommodate, care for, and locate urban trees, both within the public right-of-way and 
on private property. The guidelines also discuss improving water quality through stormwater interception, rate control, filtration, 
and infiltration. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/files/Research/sustainable_citytrees.pdf 
 


