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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES 
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on the third Thursday of each month. The goal is to provide 
training opportunities for local urban and community forestry practitioners. The trainings highlight successful programs and 
practices that you may want to adopt in your communities. Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do. However, planting and protecting trees also requires coordinating 
time and resources. ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized approaches of 
successful projects and models for members to replicate. We invite you to join Alliance for Community Trees for more ways to 
get involved. Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great difference in the health, beauty, 
and livability of our communities. We strengthen communities by offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together 
around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Community greening projects offer a unique opportunity for businesses to give back to the communities they serve. Through 
structured corporate social responsibility programs, more and more corporations are turning to tree planting as a favored 
community service project. Corporate volunteer tree plantings demonstrate a commitment to investing in a city's sustainable 
future. At the same time, they allow companies to raise visibility in key markets, facilitate team-building through employee 
engagement, and make a tangible difference in the places where their customers and employees live, work, and play.  
 
TRAINERS 
 
Katie Thiemann 
Associate Vice President, Community Relations 
TD Bank 
9000 Atrium Way 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 

John Kitchens 
Corporate Citizenship Director 
CSX Transportation 
500 Water Street, 15th Floor 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

 
Katie Thiemann manages TD Bank’s national programs and volunteers, supporting the development and management of 
corporate community involvement. She runs the US-based employee engagement programs and activities, ensuring they remain 
consistent with TD’s corporate citizenship, community giving, and business goals.  
 
John Kitchen oversees CSX Transportation’s relationships with charitable organizations and other community partners across 
the company’s 23-state network. His responsibilities include corporate philanthropy, volunteerism, community 
programs/partnerships, and company response to communities impacted by natural disasters.  
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SUCCESS STORIES- CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS  
 
Alliance for Community Trees and TD (nationwide) 
TD’s goal is to be as green as its logo. TD is working to reduce its environmental impact by embedding the environment into 
business – and by involving employees, customers, and local communities. Based on input from TD customers, employees, and 
community groups, three areas of focus were selected for U.S. operations: responsible paper use, energy and emissions, and 
engaging our employees and communities. TD has developed a number of programs such as employee tree planting events 
through TD Tree Days with Alliance for Community Trees and grants for local forestry projects through TD Green Streets. TD 
Tree Days are coordinated with ACTrees member organizations to green areas of need in TD’s service area especially those 
affected by natural disasters, and this past year, TD Tree Care events were launched to support tree maintenance. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/corporate-citizenship-investing-in-communities-and-canopy/ 
 
Alliance for Community Trees and CSX (nationwide) 
CSX is committed to continually improving its environmental impact and making the communities it serves cleaner and greener. 
CXS was named to the Dow Jones Sustainability Index in 2012 for its environmental initiatives, including its commitment to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 6-8 percent by 2020 and the "Trees for Tracks" program, where CSX reached and exceeded 
the goal to planting 21,000 trees (one for every mile of track) by the end of 2013. Many Trees for Tracks events were coordinated 
by Alliance for Community Trees and with ACTrees member organizations. To expand the impact of this flagship program, 
Alliance for Community Trees and CSX partnered to include riparian tree planting events and tree giveaways.   
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/corporate-citizenship-investing-in-communities-and-canopy/ 
  
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful and Eli Lilly and Company (Indianapolis, IN) 
In an effort to engage a large percentage of their employees in a major beautification project, Eli Lilly and Company formed a 
partnership with Keep Indianapolis Beautiful to make a major impact on the city of Indianapolis. Their goal was a team-oriented 
activity that would make a mark on the city of Indianapolis and give their employees a greater sense of pride and engagement in 
their community. The partnership began in 2008 when Lilly engaged more than 7,500 volunteers in service at over 50 projects 
throughout Indianapolis. The partnership became an annual effort to beautify the Indianapolis with emphasis on a greener 
gateway to the city, healthy outdoor living, and reconnecting with waterways. Eli Lilly and Company understands that the 
medicines they make require the use of valuable resources, including energy, water, and raw materials, and planting trees will 
offset that, creating a more sustainable future. John Lechleiter, Ph.D., Chairman, President and CEO of Lilly: “At its core, the 
Global Day of Service is about putting Lilly's mission of improved health into action. We're proud to make a difference 
in Indianapolis and communities around the world.” 
More information at: http://www.kibi.org/lilly_day_of_service 
 
TreePeople and The Walt Disney Company (Los Angeles, CA) 
TreePeople and The Walt Disney Company partnered in 2008 to green Los Angeles, CA. With a grant and support from its 
VoluntEARS program, Disney launched an initiative with TreePeople to green Los Angeles school campuses, parks, and other 
spaces where children gather in support of the city's Million Trees LA initiative. Later that year, Disney provided a grant to 
TreePeople to plant 60,000 new trees in fire-ravaged areas surrounding greater Los Angeles. Disney sees these efforts as part of 
its decades-long work to reduce its environmental footprint and inspire its employees, business associates, and consumers to take 
action to help the planet. Robert A. Iger, Disney President and CEO: “The grant is right in line with Disney's own environmental 
policies, which seek to maintain sustainable strategies for minimizing our impact and encouraging and activating others to be 
environmentally responsible.” 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/green_partnerships_with_business-_major_corpo.php 
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SUCCESS STORIES- CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS (CONTINUED) 
 
Trees Forever and Alliant Energy and Aquila (Marion, IA) 
In 1991, Iowa established a law that required energy companies to dedicate a certain percentage of their conservation dollars to 
planting trees. Alliant Energy and Aquila established a relationship with Trees Forever that year, and those partnerships continue 
to this day. Through the We Dig Your District and Branching Out programs, the energy companies support Trees Forever with 
mini-grants to municipal committees to plant trees. Alliant Energy and Aquila each provide annual funding to Trees Forever for 
program grants. In 2006, Alliant provided additional funding for program delivery. Through these partnerships, more than 1.4 
million trees and seedlings have been planted as part of the Branching Out program, engaging 124,634 volunteers. Tom Aller, 
President of Alliant Energy: “Energy efficiency is important to everyone, and we believe our investment in tree planting and 
education will help our customers become more aware of the benefits that trees have to offer.” 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/success_stories/alliant_energy_branching_out_program_and_aqui.php 
 
Trees For Houston and CenterPoint Energy (Houston, TX) 
In 2012, CenterPoint Energy partnered with Trees For Houston to establish an ongoing environmental community outreach and 
volunteer program. The two partnering entities broke ground on the “Right Tree Nursery” in June of 2012, growing various 
species of power line-friendly vegetation on CenterPoint Energy property. The nursery is part of CenterPoint Energy’s ‘Right 
Tree Right Place’ campaign, encouraging Houstonians to consider the mature height of their trees before planting them near 
power lines. In 2013, CenterPoint Energy and Trees For Houston have partnered up with the Arbor Day Foundation to give away 
2,500 3-5 gallon trees as part of the Energy Saving Trees program. 
More information at: http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/bay_area/living/trees-for-houston-and-centerpoint-energy-partner-to-
give-away/article_fcc08d2c-9b3b-516f-9fb7-1dd0d84c7de9.html 
 
New York Restoration Project Corporate Volunteer Program (New York, NY) 
Since 2007, New York Restoration Project (NYRP) has coordinated an extensive corporate volunteer program that tailors 
volunteer opportunities to meet the needs of corporations, who in turn make a financial contribution per volunteer. NYRP 
coordinates all the details of the program for participating corporations and assists with transportation and food. Corporate 
volunteer program participants have included Krysalis Group, Lehman Brothers and Goldman Sachs.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/what_we_do/success_stories/corporate_volunteer_program.php 
 
Friends of Trees and Portland General Electric (Portland, OR)  
Since 1996, Portland General Electric (PGE) has provided significant financial and volunteer support to Friends of Trees, 
particularly in supporting planting projects in East Portland neighborhoods. PGE’s sponsorship allows Friends of Trees to waive 
tree fees for residents in these neighborhoods where tree canopy coverage is the lowest in Portland. The subsidy covers the tree, 
hole-digging, stakes and ties, assistance on planting day, and a year of tree monitoring. This partnership has resulted in the 
planting of over 150,000 trees and shrubs in the region. The partnership helps PGE accomplish its goal promoting sustainable 
initiatives that reduce PGE’s impact on the environment. 
More information at: www.friendsoftrees.org 
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and PECO and Exelon Company (Philadelphia, PA)  
PECO and Exelon Company made a three-year commitment to TreeVitalize as part of their climate protection strategy. The 
partnership was initiated by the Director of Climate Programs, part of the Environmental Health and Safety Division, with the 
goal of buying as many trees possible. The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society recommended directing the contribution to a 
riparian buffer project because of the smaller, less expensive trees needed. Planting in a riparian zone would also strengthen the 
Delaware River due to stormwater runoff filtration by the trees. In 2012, the partnership grew to include employee and volunteer 
events focused on pruning, removing invasives, and planting 600 trees to support PHS’s Plant One Million trees initiative.  
More information at: http://phsonline.org/ 
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SUCCESS STORIES- CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS (CONTINUED) 
 
The Park People and Xcel Energy Foundation (Denver, CO) 
The Xcel Energy Foundation supports nonprofit projects that focus on the connection between environment and energy. Xcel has 
been one of the Denver Digs Trees program’s most ardent supporters. In 2008, Xcel provided support for Denver Digs Trees, 
which added 400 trees to an affordable housing site in Denver. With the success of this partnership, Park People was able to 
attract additional corporate sponsors including Accenture, Bona, and Toyota. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/act_news/denver_digs_trees_volunteers_work_together_to.php 
 
Texas Trees Foundation and TXU Energy and Texas Instruments (Dallas, TX) 
In 2002, Texas Trees Foundation and TXU Energy partnered and began the Committed to Community Growth program to create 
healthy communities through tree planting. TXU Energy provided funding and 360 volunteers to create the nation's largest urban 
tree farm, operated by Texas Trees Foundation. The four-acre TXU Energy Urban Tree Farm at Richland College features state-
of-the-art production and irrigation technology with the capacity to produce 7,000 ten-gallon trees per planting season. Trees are 
then offered to the public through the Trees For Texas program. In 2005, the Foundation opened the ten-acre Hamilton Park Tree 
Farm in a remote parking lot of Texas Instruments. The site is ideally suited for growing larger, twenty-gallon trees.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/events/operating_a_nursery_community_garden_or_arbor.php 
 
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council and Chevron (Baton Rouge, LA) 
The Louisiana Urban Forestry Council provides trees to nonprofit agencies through its Chevron Tree Farm. Before Hurricane 
Katrina, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry maintained and operated a tree nursery in New Orleans’ City 
Park. The Louisiana Urban Forestry Council took over the tree farm after the Katrina devastated it. Chevron donated funds for 
the renovation, and the tree farm was renamed the “Chevron Tree Farm.” Over 400 volunteers helped to pot over 3,500 tree 
seedlings during a November 2006 event, which was one of the largest volunteer events held in New Orleans after Katrina. The 
Louisiana Urban Forestry Council continues to provide technical assistance for the farm to this day.  
More information at: http://www.louisianaurbanforestry.org/content.cfm?id=595 
 
Tree Canada and IKEA Canada (Ottawa, ON) 
IKEA Canada and Tree Canada have enjoyed a partnership of 18 years. IKEA donates part of the proceeds from the sale of 
Christmas trees sold during the month of December to help fund the Pick a Tree, Plant a Tree program. Since the program began 
in 1996, IKEA co-workers and Tree Canada have planted over 17,000 trees and shrubs in communities across Canada. In 
December 2009, IKEA Canada announced that as a result of its Bag the Bag campaign geared at eliminating plastic bags at its 11 
stores, the retailer would donate a total of $280,000 to Tree Canada. In 2012, IKEA Canada also made a donation to Tree Canada 
in celebration of National Tree Day and Tree Canada’s 20th anniversary. Kerri Molinaro, President of IKEA Canada: “Tree 
Canada’s commitment to empowering communities across Canada to develop and maintain healthy urban and rural forests is in 
line with our own sustainability goals to have a positive impact on people and the planet.” 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/ikea_canada_raises_280000_for_tree_canada_thr.php 


