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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on the third Thursday of each month.  The goal is to provide 
training opportunities for local urban and community forestry practitioners.  The trainings highlight successful programs and 
practices that you may want to adopt in your communities.  Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do.  However, planting and protecting trees also requires coordinating 
time and resources.  ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized approaches of 
successful projects and models for members to replicate.  We invite you to join Alliance for Community Trees for more ways to 
get involved.  Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great difference in the health, beauty, 
and livability of our communities.  We strengthen communities by offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together 
around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Studies show that children who are regularly exposed to nature have better chances of living healthy and successful lives. 
Nonprofits and community organizations can play an important role in fostering children’s natural curiosity about trees and the 
environment. Several national organizations are already facilitating these learning experiences–both inside and outside the 
classroom. Whether incorporating tree identification into biology class or examining real pine cones in an outdoor classroom, we 
empower the next generation of environmental stewards when we nurture childrens’ relationship with the natural world. 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Judith Blau 
Director, Environmental Education 
Program 
Treetures 
4 Hamilton Road 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 
(800) 863-7175 
treeture@aol.com 

Susan Wirth 
Outreach Director 
Nature Explore 
2700 Sylvan Road, P.O. Box 817 
Nebraska City, NE 68410 
402-474-5655, x298 
swirth@arbordayfarm.org 
 

Janice Swaisgood 
National Coordinator, Nature Clubs for 
Families 
Children & Nature Network 
808 14th Ave, SE  
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
619-540-7246 
quetallsd@gmail.com 

 
Judith Hope Blau is pro bono creator and Director of the Treetures Environmental Education Program. A creative person by 
design, Judith is a published children’s author and illustrator. She is also a toy inventor and designs concepts for the gift, home 
furnishings, and apparel industry. Judith’s products for children have recently been inducted into the Strong National Museum of 
Play in Rochester, NY.  
 
Susan Wirth currently serves as Nature Explore Outreach Director for the Arbor Day Foundation and Dimensions Educational 
Research Foundation. Her work focuses on the collaborative Nature Explore program to help reconnect young children with the 
natural world. In her 25 years with the Arbor Day Foundation, Susan has served as Education Director, working in design and 
development of many interpretive and interactive environmental education experiences.  
 
Janice Swaisgood, C&NN’s National Coordinator, Nature Clubs for Families, brings passion and experience to the position. 
Previously, Janice and her husband Ron founded “Family Adventures in Nature”, a family nature club serving the County of San 
Diego. Janice is also quite active in her local regional movement, the San Diego Children and Nature Collaborative, serving as 
the coordinator of Family Programs. 
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SUCCESS STORIES- PROGRAMMING FOR KIDS 
 
Treetures (New York, NY) 
The Treetures® Program promotes activities held throughout the country that combine environmental education with 
entertainment for children. By learning the names and jobs of the Treetures® characters, children learn how a tree biologically 
functions and impacts the health of people, communities, and the earth’s ecosystems. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/educating-environmental-stewards-of-tomorrow/ 
 
Nature Explore (Nebraska City, NE) 
The mission of the research-based Nature Explore initiative is to help children and families develop a profound engagement with 
the natural world, where nature is an integral, joyful part of children’s daily learning. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/educating-environmental-stewards-of-tomorrow/ 
 
Children & Nature Network (San Francisco, CA) 
The Children & Nature Network is a leader in the movement to connect all children, their families, and communities to nature 
through innovative ideas, evidence-based resources and tools, broad-based collaboration and support of grassroots leadership. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/educating-environmental-stewards-of-tomorrow/ 
 
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (Indianapolis, IN) 
Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (KIB) clubs program is a three-year partnership between KIB and local schools to provide 
opportunities for environmental education. Participating students get hands-on experience with the natural world and develop an 
appreciation for environmental sciences in the context of every-day life. KIB creates functional, beautiful and meaningful 
outdoor spaces that serve as tools to supplement the three KIB-lead educational lessons per school year. Each KIB club meets at 
least twice a month and members of the local community are always welcome. Each school involved also commits to maintaining 
the outdoor spaces in the fall and spring months, which may include watering trees and plant material, mulching, and weeding. 
More information at: http://www.kibi.org/programs/youth-programming/kib-clubs/ 
 
TreePeople (Los Angeles, CA) 
TreePeople's educational programs are based upon a service learning approach which links curriculum-based instruction to 
action-oriented community service projects. TreePeople provides quarterly professional development and technical assistance 
trainings for teachers in-house and at local schools. Topics taught include planting trees, maintenance, and mapping trees on 
campus. TreePeople also provides Eco-tours which invite elementary and secondary school students and teachers on guided 
adventures through our magical urban forest in Coldwater Canyon Park to learn about the connections between trees, water, air 
and soil. 
More information at: http://www.treepeople.org/environmental-education-programs 
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SUCCESS STORIES- PROGRAMMING FOR KIDS (CONTINUED) 
 
Canopy (Palo Alto, CA) 
Canopy’s Healthy Trees, Healthy Kids! program is a multi-year initiative to plant 1,000 shade trees and fruit trees that engages 
children and volunteers in educational activities and the planting of hundreds of trees. The plantings target school campuses and 
nearby open space areas that lack tree coverage in Palo Alto, East Palo Alto, Menlo Park and neighboring communities. Hands-
on plantings create life-long relationships between children, trees, and the environment. During interactive planting 
demonstrations with program staff and volunteers, children have an opportunity to look at all the parts of the tree to learn how 
they help our environment. Canopy's Viva La Urban Forest classroom presentations provide a deeper look at how trees clean and 
cool the air and prevent flooding. The workshops, in high demand by local schools, are adapted for grades K-8. The age-
appropriate curriculum contains elements of Spanish and English and meets California science and language art requirements. 
More information at: http://www.canopy.org/pages/programs/tree-planting/healthy-trees-healthy-kids.php 
 
New York Restoration Project (New York, NY) 
The New York Restoration Project (NYRP) Education Department provides a wide array of free environmental education and 
community programming in classrooms, schoolyards, parks and NYRP’s 52 community gardens throughout New York City. 
NYRP’s Nature in My Neighborhood is a series of free curricula and activities for students and educators that targets classrooms, 
after-school programs, and youth groups in neighborhoods in close proximity to NYRP-managed green spaces. The program 
encourages all New Yorkers to learn about and get involved in NYRP’s revitalization efforts including the MillionTreesNYC tree 
planting campaign, a citywide, public-private program to plant and care for one million new trees across the City's five boroughs 
over the next decade. 
More information at: http://www.nyrp.org/Kids_Parents_Teachers 
 
Parks & People Foundation (Baltimore, MD) 
KidsGrow is Parks & People Foundation's after-school program that combines environmental education, reading enrichment, and 
character education. The program serves 2nd-5th grade students in Baltimore City Public schools and uses curriculum developed 
by the Baltimore Ecosystem Study, a research initiative established by the National Science Foundation to study ecological 
systems over long time periods. For 20 years, KidsGrow has introduced thousands of elementary school students to ecology and 
nature through hands-on community service projects such as vacant lot restorations, tree plantings, and stream clean-ups. 
More information at: http://www.parksandpeople.org/learn/after-school-programs2/kidsgrow/ 
 
Casey Trees (Washington, DC) 
TreeWise is Casey Trees’ nature-and place-based summer education program, developed to get youth ages 6 to 10 outdoors, 
interacting with and appreciating trees. Youth participants engage in fun, hand-on activities and include scavenger hunts, leaf and 
bark rubbings, tree identification, water relays, and more. Each activity is tailored to be age-appropriate. TreeWise features on-
site visits by TreeWise counselors and field trips to the US National Arboretum and Washington Youth Garden. 
More information at: http://caseytrees.org/programs/education/treewise/ 
 
Friends of the Urban Forest (San Francisco, CA) 
Friends of the Urban Forest’s Youth Tree Care program is one of the nation’s few paid urban forestry vocational skills training 
programs, with participants receiving a starting wage of $10.24 an hour and up to $11.79 per hour. The program provides urban 
youth ages 15-18 with a dynamic experience that prepares them for the “green” jobs market. Participants gain practical field 
experience complemented by classroom discussions and a workshop on resume/cover letter writing skills taught by partner 
organization Jewish Vocational Service. Participants learn basic biology, botany, and the art of tree pruning through classroom 
discussions and field work throughout the city. Youth also spend at least one Saturday planting trees at one of Friends of the 
Urban Forest’s Neighborhood Tree Plantings. More than 500 youth have benefited from the program since it started in 1995. 
More information at: http://fuf.net/programs-services/training/youth-tree-care/ 
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SUCCESS STORIES- PROGRAMMING FOR KIDS (CONTINUED) 
 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association (Pittsburgh, PA) 
Nine Mile Run Watershed Association’s staff designed a variety of educational programs based upon the Pennsylvania Academic 
Standards for Environment and Ecology to aid classroom teachers and outdoor educators in meeting their curriculum 
requirements of science and environmental learning. The education program engages K-12 schools, universities, community & 
volunteer groups, and churches in the Pittsburgh area. The program has also connected over 600 students to their local 
environment through hands-on educational activities like tree identification hikes, invasive plant removal, and tree plantings. 
Nine Mile Run has worked with more than 500 volunteers on community forestry initiatives to plant over 250 trees and create 
neighborhood gardens through these programs. 
More information at: http://www.ninemilerun.org/education/ 
 
Our City Forest (San Jose, CA) 
Our City Forest runs in-school and after-school activities for kids who want to help plant and care for trees in their 
neighborhoods and schools. Our City Forest’s Planet Tree Youth Education Program offers free assemblies and in-class 
presentations for kindergarten through college-age students. Topics covered include the benefits of urban shade trees and how we 
can work together to preserve our urban forest. Planet Tree Youth Education features interactive games and is available in 
Vietnamese and Spanish. Students can also form Our City Forest clubs at their school to coordinate and carry out plantings at 
schools, parks, and local neighborhoods. These clubs have proven to be a great way for high school students interested in trees to 
fulfill volunteer requirements. 
More information at: http://www.ourcityforest.org/programs/youtheducation/howkidscanhelp 
 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy (Pittsburgh, PA) 
Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy’s High School Urban EcoStewards are groups of students (usually classes) who adopt a quarter 
acre of park land. The program challenges students to get outdoors and learn about environmental science and ecology. The 
EcoStewards identify species, plant trees, remove invasives, and control erosion through hands-on ecological restoration. 
Students watch as their site changes through the seasons and keep a field journal to track progress. In the 2012 - 2013 school 
year, the Parks Conservancy worked with over 100 students from 6 different Pittsburgh schools. These students volunteered 
3,529 hours of service as High School Urban EcoStewards. 
More information at: https://www.pittsburghparks.org/high-school-ues 
 
Sacramento Tree Foundation (Sacramento, CA) 
The Seed to Seedling curriculum was developed by the Sacramento Tree Foundation to provide teachers with a set of lessons that 
focus on the natural and cultural history of California's urban forest. Seed to Seedling includes material on native oaks and other 
important species and is designed to enable educators to pick and choose the lessons that interest them and their students most. 
The curriculum complies with California State Content Standards for 3rd and 4th grades. Educators can put their lessons into 
practice by participating in the Seedling Growing program where they can get support and guidance by Sacramento Tree 
Foundation staff and guides for planting seedlings at their school. 
More information at: http://www.sactree.com/pages/283 
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SUCCESS STORIES- PROGRAMMING FOR KIDS (CONTINUED) 
 
Sustainable South Bronx (Bronx, NY) 
In April of 2013, Sustainable South Bronx partnered with high school students from Fieldston Ethical Culture School to host a 
community celebration of city trees called Hooray for Creativiti-tree. The April event was the culmination of a joint program 
between SSBx’s Education Department and Fieldston’s City Semester program. Students joined forces with SSBx to plan the 
construction of new tree guards in Hunts Point to preserve the integrity of tree roots while discouraging littering and pet waste 
deposits. After surveying street trees in the area, the students chose to work on Bryant Avenue, a residential street that is also 
home to Hyde Middle School and Hunts Point Middle School. Under the guidance and supervision of SSBx, the students created 
the four by six foot metal and wood frames to protect the trees. At the Hooray for Creativiti-tree Arbor Day event, which 
included music, food, face painting, and tree-themed crafts, community members joined in the fun to help the students paint the 
tree guards. 
More information at: http://www.ssbx.org/newsfeed/students-take-to-the-trees/ 
 
The Greening of Detroit (Detroit, MI) 
The Greening of Detroit’s environmental education program called “Our LAND” (Learn, Admire, Nurture, Dream) has reached 
250 Detroit 5th and 6th graders with programming to build their connection with nature. Each class explored human impact on 
natural ecosystems by planning and implementing a service learning project at Rouge Park. The projected included invasive 
species removal, a tree planting, and a prairie planting. Our LAND raised environmental awareness among kids and drew in their 
families with take home activities. Our LAND recruits the next generation of environmental stewards, encouraging children to 
participate as active members of their community. 
More information at: http://www.treefund.org/archives/6760 
 
Trees Atlanta (Atlanta, GA) 
Trees Atlanta’s flagship education program is called Urban Tree Trackers, and the primary goal is to educate students at schools 
located within two miles of the Atlanta BeltLine, the outer greenway perimeter of the city. The program is offered free of charge 
to more than 20 schools in the metro Atlanta area. Trees Atlanta visits each school in the program 5-7 times throughout the 
school year to teach students about Atlanta’s urban forests, pollinators, community connections, environmental stewardship, and 
the Atlanta BeltLine Arboretum. The curriculum is guided by the students’ interests and is built around the specific grade level’s 
Georgia Performance Standards. 
More information at: http://treesatlanta.org/our-programs/youth-education/ 
 
Project Learning Tree (nationwide) 
Project Learning Tree (PLT) is among the most widely-used environmental education programs in the world. PLT uses trees and 
forests as a window that allows children to understand the natural world and their role in it. Through its 50-state network, PLT 
provides day-long workshops to introduce educators to the curriculum and prepare them to bring it immediately into their 
classroom. PLT's bi-lingual materials are correlated to all relevant national and state standards and are specifically tailored to 
grade levels from pre-K to 12th. Some 25,000 educators attend PLT professional development workshops every year. 
More information at: https://www.plt.org/ 
 
 


