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ACTrees WEBCAST SERIES  
  
The ACTrees Webcast Series is a webcast held at the lunch hour on the third Thursday of each month. The goal is to provide 
training opportunities for local urban and community forestry practitioners. The trainings highlight successful programs and 
practices that you may want to adopt in your communities. Webcasts are open to all. 
  
Correctly planting and protecting trees is a good thing to do. However, planting and protecting trees also requires coordinating 
time and resources. ACTrees minimizes such requirements by sharing the innovative ideas and organized approaches of 
successful projects and models for members to replicate. We invite you to join Alliance for Community Trees for more ways to 
get involved. Together, we create a strong voice on behalf of the urban forest and make a great difference in the health, beauty, 
and livability of our communities. We strengthen communities by offering action-oriented approaches that bring people together 
around a common purpose.  
 
TOPIC 
 
Canopied communities are highly-valued communities. During our first “Landscaping for Property Value” webcast, we discussed 
how the value of private property increased by 5–20% when street trees were added to the landscape. New research now confirms 
that these benefits extend to homeowners and rental properties. Studies also prove that trees and greenspace make neighborhoods 
feel more calm, welcome, and safe for residents. Business owners and realtors are beginning to realize the impact trees have on 
selling and renting homes, enabling gateways for partnerships with nonprofits and cities looking to enhance the quality of life in 
their communities. 
 
TRAINERS 
 
Geoffrey Donovan 
Research Forester 
USDA Forest Service, PNW Research Station 
620 SW Main, Suite 400 
Portland, OR 97205 
503.808.2043 
gdonovan@fs.fed.us 

Sarah Anderson 
Manager, Member and Partner Services 
Alliance for Community Trees 
6856 Eastern Avenue NW, Suite 150 
Washington, DC 20012 
202.291.8733 
sarah@actrees.org 

 
Geoffrey Donovan is a research forester for the USDA Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station.  His two main 
research areas are the economics of wildfire and urban forestry, and his urban forestry work includes studies quantifying the 
effect of trees on home property value, energy use, crime, and health including birth outcomes.  Geoffrey has a bachelor’s degree 
in biochemistry from Sheffield University and a doctorate in forest economics from Colorado State University.  To see a 
selection of his publications, visit: http://donovan.hnri.info/urbanstudies.html. 
 
Sarah Anderson is Manager of Member and Partner Services at Alliance for Community Trees. She acts as the primary contact 
for ACTrees member organizations, helping develop, expand, and deliver benefits of membership. Sarah works to link ACTrees 
partner organizations with members at the local level for maximum impact to local canopy. She also operates the monthly 
webcasts and facilitates communication between member organizations to help share best practices to build the capacity of 
member organizations. Previously, she worked as Program Coordinator where, among her other duties, Sarah facilitated the 
nonprofit's corporate-sponsored tree plantings.  
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RESEARCH – CRIME REDUCTION 
 
The Effect of Trees on Property Value, Energy Use, Crime, and Health 
Geoff Donovan is a research forester for the USDA Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station.  His urban forestry 
research include the effect of trees on home property value, energy use, crime, and health including birth outcomes. In 
researching the effect of trees on crime, this study found that criminals are less likely to target houses that have street trees (trees 
on the strip of vegetation between sidewalk and street) or large yard trees (trees on a house’s lot). In contrast, criminals are more 
likely to target houses without street trees in front or with small trees in their yards.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/webcasts/creating-livable-valuable-communities-
landscaping-for-property-value-part-ii/ 
 
The Relationship between Tree Canopy and Crime Rates Across an Urban-Rural Gradient in the Baltimore Region 
Researchers Austin Troy, J. Morgan Grove, and Jarlath O’Neill-Dunne concluded that a 10% increase in tree canopy was 
associated with a 12% drop in crime across Baltimore City and Baltimore County in Maryland. Links to reduced crime were most 
apparent on public land, such as parks, schoolyards, and other government property with lots of mature trees. Other tree-lined 
streets and avenues also had somewhat lower criminal activity. The study, published online in the journal Landscape and Urban 
Planning, challenges the notion that thick vegetation gives cover to car thieves, muggers and other would-be criminals. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/the-relationship-between-tree-canopy-and-crime-rates-
across-an-urban-rural-gradient-in-the-greater-baltimore-region/ 
 
Environment and Crime in the Inner City: Does Vegetation Reduce Crime? 
Research by Frances Kuo and William Sullivan shows that there is a negative relationship between vegetation and fear of crime 
in various settings. Residents living in “greener” surroundings report lower levels of fear, fewer incivilities, and less aggressive, 
violent behavior. Research was conducted in Chicago using police crime reports. Crime rates for 98 apartment buildings with 
different levels of vegetation were compared for the study. The greener a building’s surroundings were, the fewer crimes reported 
for both violent and property crimes. The increased number of eyes on these public spaces deterred criminals. Green space also 
mitigates mental fatigue, which is a precursor to crime. Compared with buildings that had little or no vegetation, buildings with 
high levels of greenery had 48% fewer property crimes and 56% fewer violent crimes. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/more_trees_less_crime/ 
 
Does vegetation encourage or suppress urban crime? Evidence from Philadelphia, PA 
There is a longstanding belief that vegetation encourages crime as it can conceal criminal activity. Research by Mary K. Wolfe 
and Jeremy Mennis of Temple University has shown, however, that urban residential areas with well-maintained vegetation 
experience lower rates of certain crimes due to increased surveillance in vegetated spaces as well as the therapeutic effects 
ascribed to vegetated landscapes. The present research analyzes the association of vegetation with crime in a case study of 
Philadelphia, PA. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/research/does-vegetation-encourage-or-suppress-urban-crime-
evidence-from-philadelphia-pa/ 
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SUCCESS STORIES – CRIME REDUCTION 
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (Philadelphia, PA) 
Greening vacant urban land benefits the health and safety of nearby residents. Pennsylvania Horticultural Society and the 
University of Pennsylvania teamed up to observe vacant lot revitalization in Philadelphia over a 10 year period through PHS’ 
Philadelphia Green program. Results indicated that cleaning, greening, and planting trees on vacant lots correlated with 
significant reductions in gun assaults across most of Philadelphia and significant reductions in vandalism in one section of the 
city. Vacant lot greening was also associated with residents in certain sections of the city reporting significantly less stress and 
exercising more. 
More information at: 
http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/growing-safer-communities-more-trees-less-crime/ 
 
Greenscape of Jacksonville (Jacksonville, FL) 
The City of Jacksonville Parks Department and the Sheriff’s Office partnered with Greenscape of Jacksonville to identify new 
methods to reduce crime, utilizing Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED), a concept that brings together 
planners, designers and law enforcement to create a climate of safety by designing a physical environment that positively 
influences human behavior. CPTED utilizes natural surveillance, strategic control of access, and visible signs of community 
investment and ownership to prevent crime. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/landing-pages/greener_neighborhoods_are_safer_communities/ 
 
Our City Forest (San Jose, CA) 
Our City Forest planted trees in low-income communities of San Jose, helping beautifying these areas and encouraging residents 
to take ownership of their neighborhood’s appearance. After the plantings, neighbors who might not have shared the same 
language began sharing these now shaded spaces, bringing the community closer with increased interaction outdoors. According 
to the San Jose Police Department, crime rates have dropped in areas that received trees from Our City Forest due to increased 
community activities outside. 
More information at: http://www.3i-s.com/docs/caltrees_fall02_2.pdf 
 
Awareness Garden Foundation (Lynchburg, VA) 
The Awareness Garden is located at the entrance of the James River Heritage Trail, a multi-use hiking and biking trail. The 
Awareness Garden Foundation maintains the garden as part of a cancer awareness program with a rest-room facility, concession 
stand, and parking lot. The trail itself is used by hundreds of people on a daily basis, and the area has been virtually crime-free 
since it was developed. All of the traffic on the trail helps to keep an eye on the garden. Conversely, the volunteers and visitors to 
the garden are close enough to the restroom area and the parking lot to maintain a feeling of safety. 
More information at: http://www.americantrails.org/resources/safety/designcrime.html 
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SUCCESS STORIES – PROPERTY VALUE 
 
Alliance for Community Trees, Parks & People Foundation, and Boise (Baltimore, MD) 
Alliance for Community Trees and its partner Boise Inc. completed their 2nd Project UP™ urban park in Baltimore, MD on June 
15th, 2013. Project UP works to transform distressed urban spaces into vibrant community parks. In the New Broadway East 
Community Park, formerly a vacant lot which had been cleared of 18 abandoned row houses, Project UP™ will now bring the 
many benefits of trees and green space to the neighborhood–cleaner air, shading to lower temperatures, less water pollution, and 
higher property values. Working with Parks & People Foundation, a total of 24 new large allee elm, honey locust, willow oak, 
and crape myrtle trees along with hundreds of smaller vegetation were planted in the park by over 50 volunteers and local non-
profit and government partners. The park is a valued community asset and will encourage development in the surrounding area. 
More information at:  
http://actrees.org/news/media-center/actrees-news/actrees-and-boise-inc-partner-to-build-project-up-park-in-baltimore/ 
 
Tree Fresno and Fresno Association of Realtors (Fresno, CA) 
Tree Fresno and real estate agents partnered to add more tree coverage to the region’s urban canopy. The REAL Green program 
began in January 2010, offering real estate agents in the Fresno Association of Realtors the opportunity to give new trees as a 
housewarming gift to families who purchased a home in the Fresno and Clovis areas.  A participating realtor pays $100 to Tree 
Fresno at the close of escrow, and in return the realtor’s client receives two fruit or shade trees of their choice from Tree Fresno.  
Tree Fresno also provides a specialist to help the client choose the right tree and right location, tree delivery by a local nursery, a 
tree planting and care kit, and a one-year Tree Fresno membership. Tree Fresno hopes to plant 100,000 trees through REAL 
Green over the next 10 years. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/what-we-do/training-and-conferences/events/landscaping_for_property_value/ 
 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (Philadelphia, PA) 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s Philadelphia LandCare works hand-in-hand with community-based organizations and the 
City of Philadelphia to transform vacant land into community assets. By making the land more attractive, communities are better 
able to retain existing residents and businesses while attracting new ones. Through its Vacant Land Stabilization Program, 
Philadelphia LandCare begins stabilization by cleaning and mowing the grounds, laying topsoil, planting seeds, and adorning the 
area with new trees and fencing. A 2004 study by the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania concluded that the 
adjacency (within 100 feet) to a street tree boosted house prices in Philadelphia by 14%. In the past 6 years, nearly 7 million 
square feet of land have been revitalized and continue to receive care. The land may eventually be developed or converted to a 
community park—both major steps toward making a neighborhood more desirable to businesses and prospective homeowners. 
More information at: http://phsonline.org/greening/landcare-program 
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RESEARCH – PROPERTY VALUE 
 
The Contribution of Trees to Residential Property Value  
This 1980 study by Dominic J. Morales was conducted to determine whether or not trees contribute to residential property value 
and the extent of that contribution in the areas observed. To accomplish this, homes in Manchester, CT, were observed with a 
substantial amount of mature tree cover as well as those without tree cover. All possible variables were noted for each house 
observed including the sale price. The results showed that trees did contribute to property value in the areas observed. From the 
values derived by regression analysis, it was found that good tree cover added $2,686 in 1980 dollars (or six percent of the total) 
to the property value of the homes observed.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/contribution_of_trees_to_residential_property.php 
 
Landscape Quality and the Price of Single Family Houses 
In this study by Mark S. Henry of Clemson University, the contribution of the quality of landscaping to house prices was 
estimated for a sample of 218 home sales in Greenville, SC, from 1996 to 1997. The estimates were made using regressions of 
house price on house characteristics, location and landscape quality. For homes with the same square footage and other house 
characteristics, selling prices were 6% to 7% higher if landscaping quality was judged excellent rather than good. The price 
premium obtained by upgrading landscaping from average to good was approximately 4% to 5%. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/landscape_quality_and_the_price_of_single_fam.php 
 
Valuation of Tree Canopy on Property Values of Six Communities in Cincinnati, Ohio 
The value of the urban forest as a component of the urban environment is significant. The objective of this research by Kelley 
Dimke was to evaluate the impact trees have on property values of six communities (Bond Hill, Carthage, Clifton, Hyde Park, 
Kennedy Heights and North Avondale) of varying socio-economic levels in Cincinnati, Ohio. Tax assessor records were obtained 
from property sales between the years 2000 and 2005. One hundred sites were randomly selected from each of the six 
communities. Using the hedonic method of cost benefit analysis, it was determined that every 1% increase in tree cover added 
$783.98 to the property value.  
More information at: https://etd.ohiolink.edu/ap:10:0::NO:10:P10_ACCESSION_NUM:osu1211933613 
 
Trees Boost Rental Rates 
This 2003 study by Robert J. Laverne and Kimberly Winson-Geideman investigates the effect of trees and landscaping on office 
rental rates, based on a comparison of 85 office buildings that comprise 270 individual and unique leases in the Cleveland 
metropolitan area. Data that describes the quantity, functionality, and quality of landscaping was gathered from each of the 
buildings including landscape maturity, the percentage of ground cover (trees, turf, pavement, etc.), and functional attributes 
(building shade, noise buffer, space definition, recreation, visual screen, and aesthetics). The analysis of the variables showed a 
strong positive effect for those buildings with good landscaping aesthetics and building shade provided by trees.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/trees_boost_rental_rates_at_office_buildings.php 
 
Red Fields to Green Fields 
In 2010, Georgia Tech conducted a study on converting underperforming commercial property inside Atlanta into parks and the 
projected impact on property values. Many cities have overbuilt underperforming commercial real estate. These properties are a 
drag on general property values and present problems in the future like physical deterioration and blight. The study found that in 
the long term, buying up these properties and turning them into green space would ultimately add value to the remaining 
properties. Done strategically, this could mean greater gains in property value for local businesses. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/red_fields_to_green_fields.php 
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RESEARCH – PROPERTY VALUE (CONTINUED) 
 
Public Investment Strategies: How They Matter for Neighborhoods 
Proximity to amenities adds value to property. Susan Wachter and Kevin Gillen found that green strategies in Philadelphia to 
clean up 2,000 vacant lots added immediate value to adjacent properties. In fact, something as simple and low cost as a street tree 
added a significant percentage increase in value to the house immediately adjacent. Their study found that property value for a 
house adjacent to a derelict property decreased by 20%, while a house adjacent to a “cleaned and greened” (formerly derelict) 
property increased by 37%.  Simply planting a new street tree increased property values for houses less than 50 feet away by 9%. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/public_investment_strategies_how_they_matter.php 
 
Community Gardens and Property Value in New York City 
In 2005, New York University released a study of the effect of community gardens on nearby property values. The study of 636 
NYC community gardens showed a statistically significant and positive effect on sales prices of residential properties within a 
1,000 foot radius of a community garden when compared to properties outside the 1000 foot ring but still with in the same 
neighborhood. The net tax benefit over a 20 year period to the city is estimated at $647 million or $1 million per garden. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/community_gardens_increase_property_values.php 
 
Green Investment Strategies: A Positive Force in Cities 
Urban researchers have long known that physical signs of deterioration induce outmigration and abandonment of properties, 
accelerating neighborhood decline. However, the effects of public investments meant to reverse deterioration have been difficult 
to quantify. This 2008 Philadelphia study by Wachter, Gillen, and Brown looks at buyers' willingness to pay more for property 
where green investment is visible or planned such as transforming blighted vacant lots through debris removal, community 
gardens, and newly landscaped commercial corridors. Greening can change negative perceptions of neighborhoods and 
consequently, lower housing abandonment rates, restore the property tax base, improve quality of life, and spur economic growth. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/green_investment_strategies_a_positive_force.php 
 
The Impact of Parks on Property Values: A Review of the Empirical Evidence 
The real estate market consistently demonstrates that many people are willing to pay a larger amount for a property located close 
to a park. This 2001 review by John Crompton of Texas A&M University examines the results of approximately 30 studies which 
have empirically investigated the extent and legitimacy of the proximate principle, a term used to describe the process of 
capitalization of park land into the value of nearby properties. In general, the results suggest that a positive impact of 20% on 
property values abutting or fronting a park area is a reasonable starting point.  
More information at: http://actrees.org/files/Research/parks_on_property_values.pdf 
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RELATED ARTICLES 
 
National Gardening Association Survey on Trees and Home Value 
Surveys conducted in 2007 by the University of Washington and the National Gardening Association show that mature trees in a 
well-landscaped yard can increase the value of a house by 7-19%. A lush lawn with flower gardens is pretty but won't add to the 
value of a house, the surveys showed. Buyers are increasingly interested in large trees, rock walls, patios, and other landscaping. 
Those selling homes should reconsider neglecting their yards to focus on renovating kitchens and bathrooms. Homeowners with 
bare lots should start landscaping immediately because it takes 5 to 7 years for plants to mature.  
More information at: http://www.frontdoor.com/Sell/Increase-Your-Homes-Value-With-Mature-Trees/2105 
 
Realtor Survey on Trees and Property Value 
A 1994 survey of realtors in 10 states, conducted by Arbor National Mortgage of Uniondale, NY, concluded that trees play a role 
in determining property value and that their presence (or absence) can affect a home's desirability to buyers. More than 1,350 real 
estate professionals in Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia responded to the survey. Participants were asked to rate the impact of trees on property value for 
homes ranging in price from $60,000 to $300,000. Survey results showed that 56% of the realtors felt that the presence of healthy 
shade trees contribute a large extent to a home's "sell-ability"; 60% indicated that they greatly add to the curb appeal or first 
impression of a home; and 62% maintained that their presence has a strong impact on a potential buyer's impression of a block 
neighborhood. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/resources/research/trees_enhance_property_values.php#more 
 
A Property's Value Can Grow on Its Trees - The Washington Post 
While many homebuyers have house inspections, even the savviest often overlook the benefit of assessing the landscape. There 
are some elements that can be more difficult to change on a property than on the house, such as which way the water flows and 
the steepness of your slopes. Consider the landscape of your prospective home in terms of what the property can do for you. 
According to real estate appraisers, landscape design is one of the main reasons homes sell, and beautiful plantings can increase 
property value 15 percent. Trees are a valuable addition to a home because they increase in value as they mature. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/a_propertys_value_can_grow_on_its_trees.php 
 
Selling Houses by the Yard - Wall Street Journal 
Real-estate agents say a nicely landscaped property can have a pronounced effect on the asking price of a home, depending on the 
region and the condition of the neighbors' yards. In 2007, one realtor on record sold a house in Anthem, AZ, that had sculpted 
hedges, a lush lawn and a backyard waterfall for $1.1 million, nearly twice the asking price of a similar home nearby with a 
plainer yard. A broker in Colorado Springs, CO, sold a house with newly planted mature bushes and fresh sod in the front yard 
for $1.2 million; previously it had languished on the market for more than a year at $1.1 million. In Palm Beach County, FL, 
homes with colorful flowers and tall palms typically sell for 10% to 15% more than those without these features. 
More information at: http://actrees.org/site/news/newsroom/selling_houses_by_the_yard.php 


