
CASCADE LAND CONSERVANCY

CARBON MITIGATION

A GLOBAL CONCERN
Reports of accelerating climate change and its impact on the environment and our 

quality of life are becoming a part of our everyday concerns.  Globally, scientists 

predict an increase in extreme storms, extinction of animals, melting of our polar 

icecaps and severe droughts and floods.   Locally, it threatens our local water sup-

ply, the health and productivity of our forests and the safety and livability of our 

communities.  

A LOCAL SOLUTION 
Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) is helping address this problem by 
partnering with individuals and local businesses to mitigate their carbon 
footprint through urban forest restoration.  CLC’s Green City Partner-
ships are community-based stewardship projects that restore urban 
forests through removing invasive plants, replanting native shrubs and 

trees, and monitoring the areas.  

A SMART APPROACH
Cascade Land Conservancy is a national leader in urban forest restoration.  
Recognizing that successful urban reforestation requires long term maintenance 

and monitoring, 20-year strategic plans are developed for individual cities.  The 

current state of city forests are accessed and categorizes acres into nine different 

value and threat levels.  These levels are placed into a traditional triage or “tree-

iage” system where high value and low threat receives priority attention, while 
low value and high threat receives the least priority. 

A WORTHY INVESTMENT
CLC’s Carbon Mitigation Program allows individuals 
and local businesses to invest in the restoration of acres 

in five cities across the region.  The cost to mitigate 
your carbon is comprised of the base field costs, such 
as invasive removal, site preparation, plant and planting 

materials, irrigation, and other maintenance necessary 

to ensure plant establishment and survival.   

“Tree-iage”
Categories

(4-9)
CO2 Tonnes 

per Acre

Average 
cost per 

acre

Cost per 
Tonnes of 

CO2

4 246 $7,300 $30

5 234 $14,300 $62

6 196 $19,000 $98

7 264 $12,600 $48

8 252 $22,300 $89

9 214 $26,700 $125

For more info about our calculations, please visit www.cascadeland.org/our-services.



Only Part of the Solution
Cascade Land Conservancy recognizes that the first step to addressing climate change is to reduce or prevent emis-
sions of greenhouse gases.  CLC partners with communities across the region to help cities make smart choices that 
encourage walkable, compact and transit oriented development, all of which greatly reduce carbon footprints.  We 
can all be part of the solution by working close to home, riding public transit and living in compact communities.  

About Cascade Land Conservancy
Cascade Land Conservancy fills a unique niche as Washington’s largest land conservation, stewardship and com-

munity building organization dedicated solely to this region.  For over 20 years, The Conservancy has led efforts 

to conserve more than 158,000 acres of forests, farms, shorelines, parks and natural areas.  It has partnered with 
dozens of communities across the region to protect and restore our neighborhood trails and parks and helped cit-
ies make smart choices about future growth.  

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS OF AN URBAN FOREST 
 
Reduces Storm Water Runoff  
 Tree canopies reduce the fast rate at which rain falls to the ground.  The amount of water in the top two feet of the  
 soil is reduced, leaving more room for additional rain water to flow into the soil.  
Improves Water Quality  
 Tree roots absorb soil water that contains both nutrients and pollutants. Some pollutants are transformed by plants  
 through metabolism, and others are trapped in the woody tissue of the trees. 
Reduces Erosion 
  The canopy of trees slows the speed of the rain. leaving less energy to displace soil particles. Soils under   
 canopy and the thick layer of leaf litter are protected from the erosive energy of rain water. 
Increases Property Values
 Homes that back up to greenbelts may be valued up to 15% more than comparable homes not near a   
 park.  Forested parklands provide residential properties an adjacent natural area for recreation.  
Provides Wildlife Habitat 
  Wild animals have unique requirements for food and shelter.  Many native species require a variety of   
 plants and multiple layers of canopy for forage and nests. 

Reduces Noise and Heat in Cities  
 Tree canopies dampen sound by intercepting sound waves and keep our cities cool by reflecting sunlight   
 off the earth’s surface.   
Provides Community Involvement 
  We have worked with a diverse group of volunteers to inspire and educate people about forest    
 restoration. Our volunteers and work forces have become conservation leaders in the community who   
 will protect and steward our regions most precious resource for generations to come.
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Other Ways to Get Involved
CLC’s Green City Partnerships are community based programs that rely on volunteers to succeed.   There is an 
event almost every weekend across the region.  Individuals, families, businesses and community groups can volunteer 
their time to help save our ailing forested parklands.  Please visit our website to find an event near you.   


