¢ National Environmental
Education Foundation

Knowledge to live by



@ Neer

+Congressionally Chartered

+ Trusted knowledge to live better everyday
+ National Public Lands Day
+ National Environmental Education Week
+ Earth Gauge



National Environmental Education Week

+Increase environmental
education among K-12th
grade students.

+Served over 3.5 million
students and 1,449 partner
organizations in 2007.

+April 13-19, 2008
+Sponsored by Canon, USA

www.eeweek.org



National Public Lands Day

+2007: 14th Annual Public Lands Day
+ 1,311 Volunteer Work Sites, 110,000 Volunteers

+ 8 Federal Land Management Agencies; over 500 city, state,
county, and other local recreation, park, or resources
departments

+2008: Civilian Conservation Corps 75t Anniversary

+ Work project themes: planting trees, carbon offsets, health
benefits and outdoor opportunities on public lands

+ No Child Left Inside Campaign
+ Outreach to schools, nature centers

www.publiclandsday.org






Environmental Knowledge Gap

NEEF/Roper research shows the public does
not understand fundamental environmental
concepts or their implications.

+Only 23% of Americans know that runoftf
pollution is the number-one cause of water
pollution in the U.S.

+80% of Americans are influenced by outdated
or incorrect environmental information.



The Local Weather Report

+ Most Americans receive
environmental information
from the media

+#1 reason people watch
the news

+ Local weather reports use visuals to
present complex science topics

+ Viewers are in a “learning mode”



Earth Gauge™

+Weekly e-maill service to help explain
the environmental implications of
weather events on-air

+ Tailored, science-based information
tied to the 3-day forecast

+Easy viewer action tips



Time to Plant

Did you know that there are more than 110 different species of trees
present in and around Houston? Trees provide a number of important
ecological services to the city - they provide shade, absorb air pollutants,
reduce rain water runoff, and filter pollutants from rain water and
groundwater. Over the past 30 years, tree cover in the city has decreased
as land-use and development patterns have changed - one study showed
that trees only cover about 17 percent of land in residential areas, and
about seven percent of land in commercial and industrial areas.

Viewer Tip: In Houston, mid-November through February is generally the
best time to plant trees. Trees around your home will provide shade during
warm weather, and act as windbreaks during cooler weather. Your local
garden center or University Cooperative Extension Service can help you
choose trees that will thrive in your yard.

Find a tree-planting guide online from Trees for Houston:
http://www.treesforhouston.org/Tree_Planting_Guide/Index.aqgf.

(Sources: HARC. July 2004. "Cool Houston: A Plan for Cooling the Region for Clean Air and Quality of Life Benefits."
http.//files.harc.edu/Projects/CoolHouston/CoolHoustonPlan.pdf; Trees for Houston: http.//www.treesforhouston.org/Tree_Planting Guide/Index.aqf)
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Reaching 174 Million Viewers in 81 Media Markets
Reaching 87 Million Households with TWC



NBC’s “Going Green”

Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, Hartford, Miami, New York City;
Philadelphia, San Diego, San Jose/San Francisco, and
Washington, DC.



The Cedar Rapids Gazette



Climate Facts

+Launched January 2007

+Provide science-based information about
observed changes in climate and
weather patterns

+Show implications of
those changes on a
local/regional level



Climate Facts

Range Change

Data collected by the National Audubon

Society shows that many bird species

found in the Eastern United States have

been steadily moving their wintering

grounds further north. These species

include the American Robin, Eastern

Bluebird, Tufted Titmouse, Red-bellied Woodpecker and the
Northern Cardinal. The Northern Cardinal has been moving
its range particularly fast: In the1860’s the species was only
occasionally found north of the Ohio River while today, the
bird is routinely spotted as far north as Nova Scotia.

(M L gh/ JB t al. "Outbreak be p rahaemolyticus Gastroentel t Associated with Alaskan Oysters." New En land Journal fMedicine 353:1463-1470 (2006) and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
fB cterial and Mycotic Dist s. Vibrio paraha emolyt A dOI e 27 April 2007 http. //WWW cdc.gov/ncido d/dbmd/d info/vibrioparahaemolyticus_g.htm)




TWC Climate Programming



Educate Meteorologists

+ Enable meteorologists to communicate
environmental science that impacts people’s lives

+ Add environmental science topics to professional
development curricula

+Incorporate content into college and university
curricula.









New Courses

+Weather and Public Health

+Climate Change

+QOceans and Coasts



Partnership Opportunities

Promote your organization and reinforce
community campaigns:

+ Provide seasonal information
+ Stats and facts
+Local events and campaigns

+ Web sites and resources



Engage Your Local Meteorologist

+Invite them to attend a local event as an
emcee, speaker, panel member, or activity
participant.

+Do you have an interesting backdrop?
Invite the meteorologist to broadcast from
your nature center, park, or other area.

+Ask a local meteorologist to serve on an
advisory committee for your organization.



www.earthgauge.net

Sara Espinoza
Program Manager, Earth Gauge
espinoza@neefusa.org
202-261-6490



