
the courtyard 20 years ago.
We underlit the trees, which
had never been done before,
put in Belgian block granite
curbing to give the whole
space a defined edge, and 
redid the understory to add
seasonal interest.”

Did anyone at July’s first-
since-renovation graduation cer-
emony break out in a rendition
of “O Captain! My Captain!” à
la Williams’s Dead Poets charac-
ter? If so, would that be consid-
ered a good review? 

—GARY W. CRAMER

WINNERS
TWO LANDSCAPE architects
will receive prestigious fellow-
ships over the 2005–2006 aca-
demic year. Barbara Deutsch,
ASLA, senior director of the
Casey Trees Endowment Fund
in Washington, D.C., will be 
a Loeb Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity’s Graduate School of
Design. The program gives
mid-career professionals a year
of independent study aimed at
nurturing their leadership 
potential.

“I plan to further explore the
tools we need to market green
urban solutions,” Deutsch says.
“What more evidence or in-
centives do decision makers,
private developers, and law-
makers need to understand
that urban green systems are
valuable and cost-effective?”

The American Academy in
Rome has awarded the Prince
Charitable Trusts Rome Prize
Fellowship to Anita De La
Rosa Berrizbeitia, associate
professor of landscape architec-
ture at the University of Penn-
sylvania’s school of design.
The American Academy in
Rome sustains independent
artistic pursuits and humanis-

tic studies. Each year, through
a national competition, the
Rome Prize is awarded to 15
emerging artists and scholars.

While in Rome, Berriz-

beitia will pursue a project en-
titled “The Ecology of Formal
Systems in the Italian Land-
scape and Garden.” 

Learn more about the Loeb

fellowship at www.gsd.harvard.
edu/professional/loeb_fellowship.
Go to www.aarome.org/prize.htm
for information about the
Rome Prize. 
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A Beautiful
Day in the
Neighborwood
With a $500,000 donation,
Home Depot gives green. 

MANY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS are
passionate about making our
cities greener. NeighborWoods,

a program run by the Alliance for
Community Trees (ACT), combines
urban tree planting with community outreach and is giv-
ing landscape architects a chance to use their skills to
indulge their passion.

Through the NeighborWoods program, ACT’s member
organizations—nonprofit environmental groups located
across the country—take on the role of facilitators, bring-
ing people and their local governments together to talk
about urban redevelopment and stewardship. This sum-
mer, the Home Depot Foundation recognized ACT for its
work on citizen-oriented urban forestry projects with a
$500,000 grant to expand the NeighborWoods program.

Landscape architects like Greg Levine, program coor-
dinator with ACT member organization Trees Atlanta, are
taking the lead in community education and tree-planting
activities within many of the ACT member organizations. A
graduate of the University of Georgia’s landscape archi-
tecture program, Levine coordinates urban forestry re-
newal programs and educates citi-
zens and local politicians. He sees
landscape architects contributing
significantly to the NeighborWoods
programs by making planting and de-
sign proposals understandable to
communities, working with environ-
mental nonprofits that are trying to
connect citizens to their urban envi-
ronment, and sharing information
with city planners, foresters, and oth-
er landscape architects about best
practices for urban tree planting.
Creating lifelong advocates for trees
is a holistic process, Levine explains. 

In Louisiana, Peggy Davis, a land-

scape architect and staff member of
Baton Rouge Green, is working on
several programs combining envi-
ronmental advocacy with education
in underserved neighborhoods. She
explains that the grants available
through the Home Depot award to
ACT will allow the organization to
continue to enhance green space
along roadways and urban corri-
dors—neighborhoods that are often
overlooked. Youths in these neigh-
borhoods have taken to calling them-
selves “tree troopers” as they care
for and maintain these new urban
forests, Davis says proudly.

Portland State University (PSU) re-
cently demonstrated the value of
such tree-planting projects through
a study showing that the urban tree
canopy in Portland has expanded de-
spite continued urban development.
The study attributed the increase in
the density of the total canopy over
the past 30 years in part to the re-
greening efforts of ACT member or-

ganization Friends of Trees. According to Alice Ewen
Walker, executive director of ACT, “This study offers
strong proof that engaging citizens in regreening their
cities and taking care of their urban environment is an
effective solution to the loss of the urban tree canopy.”

The funding from Home Depot will be split into com-
petitive grants for ACT members
that sponsor and facilitate volun-
teer tree-planting activities in their
communities. Some of the grant
money will be used to disseminate
information about best practices in
the field, support training pro-
grams, and create outreach oppor-
tunities. For more information on
citizen forestry efforts and ACT ef-
forts in your area visit www.ac
trees.org. The PSU study is available
online at web.pdx.edu/~poracskj/
Cart%20Center/psucc200404-
047.pdf.

—JENNIFER DOWDELL

In Washington,
D.C., neighbor-
hood children
and volunteers,
above and 
below, become
“tree troopers”
through ACT’s
NeighborWoods
program.


