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AMHERST

$15.6 million from FEMA to offset cost of cleanup

By Thomas J. Dolan NEWS STAFF REPORTER
Updated: 06/15/07 7:36 AM

 Federal emergency reimbursements for cleanup operations after last October’s
damaging snowstorm arrived Thursday in Amherst, just in time to help the town trim
its borrowing costs, officials said.

“Today we got a check for $15 million,“ Supervisor Satish B. Mohan announced at a
news conference in his office. Actually, the check was for $15.6 million, but nobody
was quibbling.

Mohan said the town can now pay back bondholders who have been funding much of
the town’s cleanup. The check reimburses the town for bills already settled with
cleanup contractors, including a $12 million bill from Alabama-based DRC, the
town’s main contractor.

“We are very glad because we have already paid these moneys, and we were
incurring interest almost every day,” Mohan said.

Until Thursday’s payment, the Federal Emergency Management Agency had paid for
about $500,000 of Amherst’s cleanup bill — likely to be $22.6 million when all the
work is completed.

What remains to be done, the felling of damaged trees from town rights of way, will
cost more than $3 million, but town officials also say it is too early to estimate
Amherst’s final share for operations related to the October storm.

Mohan also revealed that town officials were surprised to learn that FEMA paid $3.1
million in administrative fees that the town did not submit for payment. The money was intended to pay the
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cost of monitoring the removal of trees by DRC.

Mohan also repeated his concerns about citizen reaction once the town starts removing more than 9,000 trees
from rights of way, estimated to cost $3.1 million.

“This will be the biggest battle of the year,” Mohan said. “People love their trees. People hug their trees. Trees
are like their pets.”

Mohan said he gets daily calls and visitors who want to save their trees, but he said Town Attorney E. Thomas
Jones does not want people to pay for tree removals.

“I’m afraid there will be lots and lots of heartaches,” he said.

“This is really a tragedy, and I don’t know how we will win over it, but I will be very happy when they are all
replanted and we can give a press conference like this and say it’s all done.”

A town appeal for donations of trees to replace those that will be felled has apparently fallen on deaf ears. So
far, the only donations the town received were about two dozen trees from Home Depot.

“The town will spend at lease $2 million grinding stumps of trees that were removed and on replanting trees,”
Mohan said.

“We have not got a big donor yet,” Mohan said. Officials also offered an update on the distribution of totes,
which is now expected to be completed Wednesday, when the last of the large totes will be delivered to
residents.

Once that occurs, officials will begin filling about 1,400 requests from residents who want smaller, 65-gallon
totes, officials said.
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