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Concern about city's canopy

City foresters hope to subtly promote the
planting and protection of more trees.

Based on analysis of sophisticated
aerial measuring, not even 20 percent
of the city is covered in vegetation
taller than 7 feet.

Although the U.S. Forest Service
recommends twice as much tree
cover, the city is shooting for a goal of
28 percent.

Even in Clark County's most tightly
packed urban environment, trees offer
ample benefits. They provide wildlife
habitat, soak up stormwater, release
oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide and
reduce energy consumption by
screening homes and buildings from
the hot summer sun and cold winter
winds.

Trees underscore the commitment of
one generation to the next, said Ryan
Durocher, the city of Vancouver's
urban forestry outreach coordinator.

"If you think about the fact that I'm
not planting for myself, I'm planting
for the next generation and the
generation after that," he said.

- Erik Robinson
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Of the thousands of trees in Vancouver's parks
and yards and along city streets, a few dozen
stand above the rest.

Officially recognized by the city for their size,
beauty or cultural significance, each of these
heritage trees is marked by a small black
plaque. By and large, these are unnoticed by
passers-by.

City urban foresters decided there had to be a
way to highlight the heritage trees, to embrace
the past while promoting the city's effort to
boost Vancouver's anemic urban canopy in the
future.

However, the heritage trees are hard to notice
while driving, and walking takes too long.

City transportation planner Todd Boulanger
came up a suggestion: Why not hop on a bike?

"I talked them into this craziness," said
Boulanger, a tireless bicycling promoter.

On Thursday, Boulanger joined a group of 20
bicyclists at Esther Short Park for a tour of
heritage trees scattered around Vancouver's
urban core. Ryan Durocher, the city's urban
forestry outreach coordinator, led the latest of
what he hopes will be regular event every June.

Alec Jackson, an 8-year-old Hough Elementary
School student, was among the peddlers who
turned out for the tour of downtown's most
notable trees.

"I just think they're interesting," he said.
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Cyclists pass through downtown Vancouver
during a bicycle tour of some of the city’s
most celebrated trees. (STEVEN LANE/The
Columbian)

Ryan Durocher, Vancouver’s urban forestry
outreach coordinator, talks about an old
American elm in front of the Clark County

American elm

Durocher made his first stop at the original
Vancouver Public Library, now the site of the
Clark County Historical Museum, on Main and
16th streets.

Along Main Street, a 92-year-old American elm
shows its age. Like an old man leaning on a
crutch, the tree's hulking lower branches are
held up by three iron braces anchored to the
ground.

The canopy isn't the tree's main problem,
though. The tree's thick roots lie bare,
deliberately exposed so as to prevent a type of
root rot.

"Unfortunately, this tree's days are numbered,"
Durocher said.

Old Apple Tree Jr.

Around the corner, Durocher pointed out the 57-
year-old offspring of the famed Old Apple Tree
planted 181 years ago during the earliest days
of Fort Vancouver.

The original tree is currently off-limits, due to
construction of a land bridge linking the
Vancouver National Historic Reserve to the
Columbia River waterfront, but its offspring
appears to be doing well along the northeast
edge of the museum.

California bay tree

One sniff reveals the most distinctive feature of
the heritage tree at 401 E. 22nd St.

The pungent odor is similar to that of a bay
leaf, although one hopped up on steroids.

"In a pinch, it'll do," Durocher said.

The tree stands on private property on a lot
affectionately known as "Curmudgeon Park," for
a previous homeowner who wrote for the
Arnada neighborhood newsletter under the
aforementioned pen name.

Black walnut

At the point where G Street hits a dead end
against Arnada Park, a monstrously large walnut
blocks out the sun.

"It's very big, and that's all I know about this
tree," Durocher said.
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American elm in front of the Clark County
Historical Museum during a bicycle tour of
heritage trees in downtown Vancouver on
Thursday. (STEVEN LANE/The Columbian)
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» Click here for information about
Vancouver's Heritage Tree Program
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Red oak

Planted by students of the original Vancouver
High School in 1945, a towering red oak at the
corner of Fourth Plain Boulevard and Main
Street was planted to commemorate the first
meeting of the United Nations in San Francisco.

Today, the high school is long gone, but the tree
remains firmly in place. A Vancouver Housing
Authority building now shares the lot, but
designers accommodated the tree by creating an
angle in the building's northeast corner.

Durocher noted that the tree's roots are probably no more than 2 or 3 feet deep and, like
other trees, they can spread twice as far as the tree's height in search of water and oxygen.

Norway maples

On the south side of the old school site, on 24th Street, a line of three Norway maples rises
from the planting strip between the street and the sidewalk.

A photograph taken in 1921 shows these same trees lining the road near the high school.

Although the maples are inside the city's right of way, owners of adjacent property are
responsible for the care of these street trees.

Esther Short Park trees

Back at the tour's starting point, Durocher pointed out a grove of evergreen trees in the
Evergreen State's oldest public square.

The park is a botanical melting pot of native and non-native trees, including cedars and two
giant sequoias.

"They're not native to this area, but they do exceedingly well in our climate," Durocher said.
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