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Lake George hickory facing possible big tree challenger
By DINAH VOYLES PULVER 
Environmental Writer

Thanks to new rules in a competition to find and list the nation's biggest trees, Volusia County's only champion tree, a
water hickory, may be about to lose its lofty title.

For months now, forestry officials across the country have been roaming the woods armed with tape measures to find and
document their county's biggest trees. Now the July 30 deadline looms, and an all-new National Register of Big Trees soon will be
announced.

The massive old water hickory on the Lake George shore in Seville has been a national champion for years, but its title may be lost
to a younger, faster-growing tree.

The American Forests organization keeps the national register, which includes nearly 1,000 species, including 160 in Florida. A
tree is judged on a point scale based on its circumference, height and average width.

This year, the organization adopted a new rule requiring all champion trees to be re-measured every 10 years. That's expected to
result in many changes to the list, because it leaves the door open for other prospective champions, which may be the case with the
water hickory.

The hickory may be nearing the end of its life, said Kraig Jones, the Volusia County forester for the state Division of Forestry.

But what a life it has been. Probably a young sapling when naturalist John Bartram visited Florida in the 1700s, the tree grew and
flourished while the country was born, the state was formed and 16 million people moved in.

But the hickory, like many trees in the state, likely took a beating during the 2004 and 2005 hurricanes and has suffered in recent
months with a record drought.

About 60 state champions were felled by the hurricanes, said Charlie Marcus, who oversees urban forestry programs for the state
forestry division and coordinates the state champion program. A tree can be a national champion or a state champion, if there's a
tree in another state that's bigger.

Marcus said he expects to have new champions for about 30 of the species before the deadline. Foresters statewide have been
out measuring trees and updating the list.

"For the ones that we lost, we have champions in the wings," he said. "And we'll find more."

A new champion was found recently in Brevard County, a firebush tree, Marcus said. "When it's flowering, it's beautiful."

Floridians can help with the effort, Jones said. "We'd encourage anybody who knows of a large old tree that might have a
possibility of being a large champion tree to call us."

Even if the tree is only the third or fourth biggest, it's kept on the list in the event something happens to one of the bigger trees.
There aren't any champion trees in Flagler County, and the foresters aren't aware of any contenders.

The big-tree list was started in the 1940s to try to save the very biggest trees from the saw, but state forestry officials want to make
sure people understand that being placed on the list doesn't give a big tree any formal protection or create problems for the tree
owner.

Today, the forest campaign works to make sure people continue to cherish the role trees play in their lives, said spokeswoman
Michelle Robbins.

"It gives people an appreciation for the grandest trees," Robbins said. "It's not only to recognize these truly spectacular examples,
but to give people a broader understanding of what trees mean to us in our everyday lives."
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There are "all these terrific things" trees do for us, she said, including cool the air and help filter rainfall.

The lives of humans and trees have always been linked. Trees inspire songs, poetry and great literature. They're used to build
homes, sailing ships and playgrounds.

Recent studies have found that trees help lower crime in neighborhoods and soothe children with attention deficit disorder, Robbins
said. "Besides that, it's just fun to go look at them."

The champion tree program attracts a lot of interest, and people call to find out where they are, Marcus said. He thinks it's the
historical significance, much like going to St. Augustine to see old buildings.

"Except a tree is a living thing," he said. "The bumps and bruises of the hickory tree, for example, have character. You never know
if they might have been hit by a cannonball during the Civil War."

Florida has had by far the most national champions, with as many as 163 at once. About 90 of those are found only in Miami-Dade
and Monroe counties because they're tropical species. Among the new potential champions are three more tropical species,
Marcus said: the tamarind, an inkwood and a Jamaica caper.

Some 95 species don't have a current champion, possibly because the species rarely grow to the minimum required size of 13.5
feet tall and 9 inches in circumference.

Florida does plan to nominate at least one tree species that doesn't have a champion at the moment, Marcus said -- the Florida
strangler fig.

As for the water hickory, only time will tell. But during a recent trip to take photos of the tree, someone spotted another hickory
nearby that just might be a contender.

To nominate a tree in Volusia County, call Jones at (386) 985-7822. In Flagler County, call Greg Dunn at (904) 209-0434. To learn
more about the register, visit www.Americanforests.org
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Did You Know?

While the Gen. Sherman Tree in Sequoia National Park is the largest tree in the world (by volume), other "largest" items can be
found worldwide.

· At 460 feet tall, the four doors of the Vehicle Assembly Building at Kennedy Space Center are as tall as a 35-story building. The
doors were built to accommodate fully assembled Saturn and Apollo rockets.

· The largest pillow was made in Beirut, Lebanon, in 2004. It measured 17 feet 2 inches by 24 feet 4 inches and weighed 716 1/2
pounds.

· The tallest residential building in the world is Q1 Resort and Spa, in Queensland, Australia, which is 1,060 feet high.

· The largest ship to be sunk intentionally was the aircraft carrier USS America, which was sunk in a live-fire exercise off the coast
of Virginia.

SOURCES: Compiled by News Researcher Peggy Ellis from nps.gov, Guiness World Records 2007, goldcoaststayz.com.au.

By the numbers

826 eligible tree species in the nation, not including Hawaii

660 circumference, in inches, of a champion cypress in Holmes County, Miss.

160 champion trees in Florida last year (most of any state)

94 number of tree species without national champions

4 1/2 feet height at which a tree's circumference is measured

3 trees remaining from the original 1940 list, a giant sequoia and western juniper in California and a Rocky Mountain juniper in Utah
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