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Trees Forever and Mayor Frank Cownie to 
 Kick-Off Tree Planting in Des Moines Parks  

 
Des Moines, IA---(October 10, 2005)  Trees Forever in partnership with the City of Des Moines 
will kick-off a five-year  initiative to plant trees in Des Moines public parks. Together, Mayor Frank 
Cownie and Trees Forever President Shannon Ramsay will announce a new program, Trees Forever 
Parks & Neighbors™, on Saturday, October 29at 10 a.m. in Union Park. Replanting efforts in 
Des Moines parks and neighborhoods will serve as the pilot for this new Trees Forever program. 
 
This kick-off planting is part of a nationwide celebration, NeighborWoods Month, created to 
showcase the efforts of nonprofit tree-planting organizations like Trees Forever. The Union Park 
project is funded by Trees Forever with a grant from The Home Depot Foundation and the Alliance 
for Community Trees. The City of Des Moines is providing in-kind support to the project with site 
planning and preparation.  
 
Immediately following the announcement, Mayor Cownie and Ms. Ramsay will join neighborhood 
leaders and residents, elected officials, and The Home Depot volunteers to plant a grove of 40 trees 
near the Union Park playground. A complimentary lunch for volunteers will follow. 
 
 The new Trees Forever Parks & Neighbors program is designed to help establish neighborhood 
“greening groups” across Iowa, Trees Forever’s goals are to help revitalize neighborhoods through 
long-term greening efforts. Neighborhood residents will be asked to volunteer with tree planting and 
care in their parks and to help local residents that need assistance. An adopt-a-tree program for 
residents will be part of the greening effort. 
 
With assistance from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the City of Des Moines has 
completed plans to reforest six parks as the first phase in a replanting campaign. Thousands of new 
trees need to be planted throughout Des Moines parks and neighborhoods in the coming years, and 
Trees Forever has joined Mayor Cownie in a partnership to raise funds for long-term reforestation 
efforts. Major tree-planting is slated to begin in Des Moines next year.  
 
Please plan to join us during the Trees Forever Parks and Neighbors kick-off  event: 
 
Where: Union Park, Arthur Avenue and East 8th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
When: Saturday, October 29, 2005 at 10 a.m. 
 

 
Trees Forever is a nonprofit organization based in Marion, Iowa committed to planting trees and caring for the 

environment. Programs focus on improving air and water quality, increasing wildlife habitat, providing 
substantial energy savings and beautifying our landscape. 

 



The Home Depot Foundation Invests in nonprofit organizations that are in the business of 
building strong, healthy communities.  See www.homedepotfoundation.org for more 

information. 
 

The Alliance for Community Trees is the national support network for nonprofit organizations 
dedicated to urban and community tree planting, care, conservation and education.  Its 68 

grassroots member organizations have planted and cared for 7.8 million trees with the help of 
450,000 volunteers in communities nationwide.  For more information see www.actrees.org 
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