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Orange Park to Celebrate National NeighborWoods Month 
Sponsored by The Home Depot Foundation 

Orange Park, Fla. – October 1, 2006.  Greenstreets for Clay today announced that it will plant/maintain 6 
trees as part of their Draw Your Own Tree Contest.  This event is one of more than 100 regreening efforts 
throughout the country being promoted during October, which has been declared National NeighborWoods 
Month by the national nonprofit, the Alliance for Community Trees (ACT).  Greenstreets for Clay is a 
member of ACT’s NeighborWoods Network. 
 
This contest will involve youngsters up to the age of twelve in three age categories.  Children are 
encouraged to draw the best tree ever!  It might be a tree they’ve seen or a tree they can imagine growing 
in their yard.  Winning students will receive a tree to plant at their home from The Home Depot Store and a 
certificate of accomplishment from NeighborWoods.  Every child who enters and attends will be given a 
The Home Depot/NeighborWoods Toolbelt and Activity Cards.  Judges will be three local elementary 
school art teachers, and will each receive a tree for their school grounds.  Awards day is Saturday, Nov 4 
in conjunction with Home Depot’s monthly children’s workshop. 
 
“It’s great to be working on an important regreening effort at a time when other organizations are doing so 
as well,” said Candace Bridgewater.  “Part of our goal is to draw attention to the good work being done at 
the grassroots level all across the country to improve urban and community forests.  We’re delighted with 
The Home Depot’s enthusiastic support toward adding healthy trees to our community, educating a great 
many children and their parents about successful tree husbandry and introducing Greenstreets for Clay as 
a leader in increasing the tree canopy of our fast growing community.” 
 
Greenstreets for Clay’s celebration will take place as follows: 
Artwork is due to The Fleming Island Home Depot by 8pm on Saturday, Oct 29. 
County Rd. 220. 
 
“Having local organizations like Greenstreets for Clay participate in National NeighborWoods Month helps 
us show the cumulative effect of a burgeoning urban and community forestry movement,” said ACT 
Executive Director Alice Ewen Walker. Founded in 1993, the Alliance for Community Trees is a national 
coalition of 97 nonprofit organizations engaged in urban and community forestry. Its members are 
dedicated to grassroots community greening, public education, policymaking, job training, environmental 
design and other activities that support better urban forest stewardship. 
 
Strategically planted trees contribute to energy conservation, improved children’s health, increase property 
values, lower crime rates, save municipalities money through savings in stormwater management 
infrastructure, and encourage shoppers to linger longer.  For example, children in neighborhoods with 
fewer trees have five times less lung function and higher school absences.  Shaded streets require about 
60% less sealant roadwork than unshaded streets.  It is estimated that for every $1 a city invests in trees, it 
receives up to $3.74 in benefits. 
 
NeighborWoods Month is sponsored through a generous grant from The Home Depot Foundation. 
“National NeighborWoods Month offers a unique opportunity for people to understand the contributions of 
trees to the health, beauty and livability of their communities,” said Kelly Caffarelli, executive director of 
The Home Depot Foundation.  “By partnering with ACT and local NeighborWoods organizations like 
Greenstreets for Clay, The Foundation is able to further its goals of investing in the overall health and 
success of our communities.” 
 
About The Home Depot Foundation 
The Home Depot Foundation was created in 2002 to further the community-building goals of The Home 
Depot by providing additional resources to assist nonprofit organizations in building affordable, efficient and 
healthy homes throughout the United States and Canada. The Home Depot Foundation administers grant-
making programs in the areas of “Affordable Housing, Built Responsibly” and “Community Trees – Healthy 
Neighborhoods.” Since its formation, The Home Depot Foundation has granted more than $25 million to 
nonprofit and government organizations throughout North America. For more information,  
visit homedepotfoundation.org. 
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