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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

At this time of the year, since becoming president of our Council, I 
spend a lot more time talking to people outside the realm of urban forestry. 
I am usually soliciting help and or donations for events we host such as 
our annual tree climbing championship or our annual conference. Also, 
sending off press releases to announce our events and explain who we 
are.

Frequently, I find myself answering the questions of “what is ‘urban 
forestry”’ and “who are the people of the Forest Council?” We sound like 
we are a bunch of Hobbit-like characters meeting out in the forest under a 
Large Oak Tree discussing the finer points of tree houses. I honestly work 
hard to dispel these impressions and I make sure to keep a couple of our 
Board of Trustees members working back behind the scenes so they are 
less visible (just kidding). 

But, honestly, it is a bit hard to explain to someone that all the trees they see out there in their cities 
need care and we could use some support to do that. I am not sure we are doing a very good job of 
spreading our message and recruiting new devotees to our fold. I tell people, and I firmly believe, that 
we are building livable communities by creating a sustainable urban forest. Our cities need trees for 
their citizens’ health and well-being. Our cities need trees to soften the harsh lines of concrete and 
steel that make up our inner cities and to give us a sense of space and seclusion in our suburbs when 
we really are packed in like sardines.

If you are reading this, you are probably working in the green industry, hopefully by choice. When 
was the last time you talked to someone – anyone – about the benefits of open spaces and trees in 
our communities? Perhaps we should take a page from a tremendously successful local organiza-
tion and approach people by asking ‘what do you know about trees and would you like to know more’. 
Once again, this is being facetious, but neither our membership nor our private sector donations are 
matching the State’s tremendous growth of the last several years.

The climate in our society seems to be changing regarding the importance of open space and 
creating walkable communities. The rapid growth of our cities and towns highlights the need for our 
communities to grab open space while there is some ground left to get. The rising price of fuel and the 
congestion in our urban centers accentuates the need for trails and for neighborhoods where stores, 
schools, and churches are within walkable distances. Trees are a vital component of our communities 
in all these aspects; a sustainable urban forest creates a livable community.

The right tree for the right place and how to plant the right tree correctly, are basics for a sustain-
able urban forest. This is where you come in. Our community leaders and planners desperately need 
your knowledge and expertise in the tree care industry, or your expertise as landscapers or nursery-
men. You need to get away from your TV sets in the evenings and walk down to the next City Council 
Meeting or next Planning Commission Meeting and ask your 
policy makers what they know about sustainable urban forests, 
and help them learn more. 

As the situation now stands, minor little bureaucrats such as 
myself will make one more little rule within my own city that will 
make it tougher on the bad guys as well as the good guys to do 
business with me.

Mike Marett, President
440 East 8680 South
Sandy, UT  84070-1799
801-568-2916
parkspo.mmarett@state.ut.us 

Building Livable Communities with Sustainable Urban Forests
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TWIGS FROM TREE UTAH 
NEWS FROM THE TREEUTAH BRANCH

JUSTINA PARSONS-BERNSTEIN SPEAKS AT 
URBAN FORESTRY CONFERENCE

TreeUtah’s Executive Director, Justina Parsons-
Bernstein, was recently honored with an invitation to 
speak about Urban Forestry and Community Devel-
opment at the 2005 National Conference on Urban 
Ecosystems, November 16-19, in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. The over-arching theme of the conference 
was “Nature at Your Service.” 

Alice Ewen Walker, Executive Director of the 
National Alliance for Community Trees (ACT), 
and ACT Programs Manager Jared Liu extended 
the invitation to Parsons-Bernstein after learning 
about the community-building projects TreeUtah 
spurs throughout the Salt Lake Metropolitan Area 
under the auspices of its MetroGreening Program. 
Walker and Liu read about MetroGreening 
while reviewing an application Justina had 
submitted to the National Neighborwoods 
Grants™ program—an exciting new fund-
ing initiative that is jointly administered by 
ACT and the Home Depot Foundation. 

Walker, Liu and the National Neigh-
borwoods grant review committee were 
impressed by the number of private/public 
partnerships that TreeUtah puts together each year 
to carry out its broad-based planting and tree care 
activities. ACT and Home Depot awarded TreeUtah 
a grant of $20,000 to help staff carry out selected 
collaborative projects during 2005-2006.

Parsons-Bernstein detailed several of TreeUtah’s 
community partnerships and associated planting 
events at the Urban Ecosystems conference. The 
projects she highlighted included:

1. The Modesto Park KaBoom! Playground 
Planting Project – TreeUtah coordinated a clean-
up, mulching and planting event in conjunction 
with Bend-in-the-River Urban Green Space staff, 
KaBoom!, Operation Weed and Seed Staff, Uni-
versity of Utah Bennion Service Center volunteers, 
Salt Lake Community College Thayne Service 
Center Volunteers, Parkview Public Elementary 
School families, students, staff and family members 
from McGillis Private School,  students from Judge 
Memorial Private High School and nearby Glendale 

neighborhood residents on Saturday, October 22, 
2005. Over 120 people showed up to participate in 
the event. 

2. The Onequa Corners Redevelopment Xeri-
scaping and Tree Planting Project—TreeUtah staff 
and board member Stephanie Duer worked in part-
nership with Neighborhood Housing Services (NHS) 
staff to plan the waterwise landscaping in front of 
the new NHS neighborhood redevelopment project. 
The landscaping plan was finalized in 2004. The drip 
watering system and plantings were put in place Sep-
tember through October 2005. TreeUtah staff then 
coordinated a mulching project at the site in conjunc-
tion with staff and young people from NHS’at-risk 
youth program called YouthWorks on November 2, 

2005. 
3. The Wolstenholme Development 

Waterwise Planting Project – In partnership 
with Habitat for Humanity, TreeUtah staff 
offered a tree planting and tree care work-
shop to the home-recipients of this 16-unit 
Habitat development in Magna, Utah, on 
October 22, 2005. TreeUtah also provided 

a drought-tolerant tree for every house in 
the development. Home-recipients, community vol-
unteers, and Habitat staff planted these trees under 
the direction of TreeUtah staff after completing the 
educational workshop.

4. The Permaculture Demonstration Project 
– In cooperation with community partners such 
as Wasatch Community Gardens, Salt Lake City 
Department of Parks and Recreation, the Univer-
sity of Utah Environmental Studies Program and 
the TreeUtah-led Permaculture Discussion Group, 
TreeUtah staff are developing a permanent perma-
culture demonstration site, which will introduce 
Wasatch Front residents to this intensive, sustain-
able, multi-tiered, green space-use strategy. The 
area will be used to conduct educational workshops 
concerning site evaluation, landscape design, soil 
preparation, water catch systems, natural weed and 
pest prevention and proper plant selection. 
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DECEMBER TRAINING SCHEDULE

Monday, December 5,  2:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm - Dr. Mike Kuhns, State 
Extension Forester and Associate 
Professor of Forest Resources, Utah 
State University. Tree Biology, Soil 
Relationships, Water Management, 
Nutrition and Fertilization.

Tuesday, December 6, 2:30 pm to 
7:30 pm - Mindy Mortensen, Emeri-
tus, Red Butte Garden Tree Identifi-
cation and Tree Selection  

Wednesday, December 7, 2:30 
pm to 5 pm - Colleen Keyes, Forest 
Health Coordinator, Utah Division of 
Forestry, Fire & State Lands 
Diagnosis & Plant Disorders, Plant 
Health Care
5 pm to 7:30 pm - Alex Morris, 
Jordan River Temple 
Tree Installation and Establishment, 
Trees and Construction
 
Thursday, December 8 - 2:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm Max Darrington, BYU 
Grounds Dept.
Tree Pruning, Assessment and Risk 
Management, Safety, Climbing Tech-
niques and Working in Trees

Friday, December 9 - 6 pm to 9 pm
Optional ISA Certified Arborist Exam 

Two Utah arborists who were recently 
certified are 

Lynne Scott
390 N. 3050 E.
St. George, Ut 84790
(435) 634-5869

James Stockard
1968 W. 30 S.
Hurricane, Ut  84737
(435) 680-0499

The Utah Community Forest Council/
ISA-Utah Chapter in cooperation with the 
Utah Division of Forestry, Fire and State 
Lands, will sponsor an Arborist Training 
Series to prepare arborists to take the ISA Cer-
tified Arborist Examination.

Training is scheduled for December 5 to 9, 
2005 from 2:30-7:30 pm at the Utah Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 1594 W. North 
Temple Street in Salt Lake City. Up to 20 
CEUs are available for certified arborists.

The UCFC/ISA-UT will offer an optional 
ISA Certified Arborist Exam on December 9.

Registration for the training series is $140 
per person when received by November 28 
and includes the study guide; registration with-
out the study guide is $75 per person. On-site 
registration is $150 per person.

For detailed information on this event, visit 
our website at http://www.utahurbanforest.org/
whats_arborist_training.htm

WINTER ARBORIST TRAINING COMING IN DECEMBER
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The UCFC/ISA-UC 
will host an intensive 
Spring Arborist Training 
Series. Its focus is three-
fold: The first purpose 
is to prepare Arbor-
ists aspiring to receive 
their ISA certification. 
Second, the training will 
give those interested in 

tree care more information and training. The 
third purpose is to give Arborists certified 
through the ISA opportunity to continue their 
education in arboriculture and obtain valuable 
continuing education units.

Classes, as outlined in the accompanying 
chart will be offered from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Feb 4, Feb 25, and April 2 at the UVSC 
Foundation Building, 1401 West University 
Parkway, Orem, UT. Lunch is included. Pre-
registration is preferred (at least one week in 
advance). The fee is $50.00 per day or $125.00 
for all three days, pre-registered.

The ISA Certification Exam will be offered 
May 18 at 5:30 p.m. at the same location.

Max Darrington, Arborist for Brigham 
Young University and chair of the annual 
State Tree Climbing Championships will teach 
the seminars. The eleven domains of study 
include, Tree Biology, Tree and Soil Relations, 
Pruning, Water Management, Safety, Plant 
Health Care, Tree, Nutrition & Fertilization, 
Diagnosis & Plant Disorders, Tree Assessment 
&Risk Management, Trees & Construction, 
Climbing & Working in Trees. 

SPRING ARBORIST SCHEDULE

February 4, 2006
Domain I - Tree Biology, 
Domain III - Tree and Soil Rela-
tions, and Domain IV - Water 
Management.

February 25, 2006
Domain V - Tree Nutrition and 
Fertilization, Domain X - Diag-
nosis and Plant Disorders, 
Domain XI - Plant Health Care.

April 22, 2006
Domain VIII - Pruning, Domain 
XII - Tree Assessment and 
Risk Management, Domain 
XIII - Trees and Construction, 
Domain XIV - Safety, Domain 
XV - Climbing and Working in 
Trees.

SPRING ARBORIST TRAINING BEGINS IN FEBRUARY

TOPPING      
HURTS TREES!      

Do you know about a big tree that deserves 
special notice? The UCFC/ISA-UT has com-
piled a Big Tree Register to keep track of these 
remarkable specimens. For a current on-line 
copy of the Big Tree the register go to http:
//www.ucfc-isauc.org/bigtreeregis.htm. For 
more information or to submit trees, e-mail 
Maggie Shao at margaretshao@utah.gov.

WANTED: BIG TREES

Photo Courtesy Larry Sagers
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Thurl Bailey, for-
merly of the Utah Jazz, 
will be the keynote 
speaker at the 2006 
Utah Green Confer-
ence and Trade Show 
scheduled for January 
23, 24, and 25. A resi-

dent of Salt Lake City, Thurl spent twelve 
years playing professional basketball for 
the N.B.A., and is now the newest member 
of the Utah Nursery and Landscape Asso-
ciation. An accomplished public speaker 
and “green industry” businessman, Thurl is 
sure to inspire with his stories of persever-
ance and hope.

The theme of this year’s conference is 
“Utah Green: Strength through Diversity,” 
and the conference educational program 
promises to deliver.  

With sessions ranging from landscape 
designing with woody plants, to managing 
common nursery rootstock problems, to 
new plant introductions, arborists will have 
opportunities to learn exciting new infor-
mation and to network with colleagues and 
friends. 

This year, a new educational track, the 
Landscape Professionals, will offer ses-
sions that enhance the regular three-day 
seminar program. Other tracks include 
Greenhouse/ Garden Center Design and 
Build, Irrigation, Turf, and. of course, the 
Tree Track.  

This year’s tree track again promises to 
be an excellent learning experience. Pre-
senters include many experts who will talk 

THURL BAILEY TO SPEAK AT 2006 UTAH GREEN CONFERENCE

about current concerns in tree care. Speak-
ers include Paula Mohadjer, Jim Flott, 
Diane Alston, Mike Kuhns, Samuel Harris, 
Max Darrington, Larry Sagers, and Dani-
elle Smith.

Continuing education credits for Certi-
fied Arborists, Pesticide Applicators, and 
Utah Certified Nursery Professionals will 
be available. The ISA Certified Arborist 
Exam will be administered on January 23 
from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. Contact ISA at 
217-355-9411, or Scott Bunker at 801-852-
6920 to register for the exam.

The conference will be held at 
the South Towne Expo Center, 9575 
South State Street in Sandy, Utah. 
Register for the conference online at 
www.utahgreen.org, or call 800-538-2663.  

“UTAH GREEN: STRENGTH THROUGH DIVERSITY”

Thurl Bailey
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The trees in Ogden City Municipal Gardens 
were alive with hustling climbers on September 
10 and 11 – and the climbers were not monkeys. 

Some of the best professional tree climb-
ers in the state were vieing for top honors in 
Utah’s 12th Annual Tree Climbing Competition 
sponsored by the Utah Commu-
nity Forest Council/International 
Society of Arboriculture - Utah 
Chapter (UCFC/ISA-UC) and 
co-sponsored by Utah Power and 
Light, Ogden City and Provo City 
Power.

Plenty of people were on hand 
to watch this year’s contest. Salt 
Lake City’s KUTV (Channel 2) 
television station sent news teams 
to the gardens to talk with UCFC/
ISA-UC president Mike Marett, 
and Brian Getzleman and Ben 
Folsom who helped organize the event. Through 
the eyes of the camera, they showed the state in 
an early morning broadcast what the competi-
tions would entail. President Marett explained 
the purpose of the Utah Chapter of ISA and the 
work of arborists in general. 

As the climb took place at the same time 
as Ogden City’s Farmers market, people asked 
plenty of questions about what was going on. 

Although the number of competitors dropped 

again this year, the skills and agility of those 

who participated was outstanding and they per-
formed admirably.  

The results of the preliminary events are as 
follows:

Ben Folsom took top honors in Work Climb, 
Footlock and Delayed Speedclimb. Mark Alton 

won for Ariel Rescue and Mark 
Malmstrom won the Throwline 
competition

After the Masters challenge, 
Mark Malmstrom was named 
over-all winner for his climbing 
skills. He will participate in the 
International ISA Competition in 
Minneapolis next August. 

The winner of next year’s 
(UCFC/ISA-UC) Tree Climb 
Competition will go to Hawaii 
- so get practicing and participate!

The UCFC/ISA-UC would 
like to thank Ogden City and Ken Kolb of 
Ogden City for all their help in preparing for 
the competition and Arborcare Tree Service and 
Wright tree service for helping to trim up some 
of the trees.

The UCFC/ISA-UC is a non-profit organiza-
tion serving to increase public awareness of tree 
care benefits, to provide services to communi-
ties throughout Utah, improve knowledge of 
arboriculture in Utah’s tree care industry and to 
advocate professional care and management of 
community trees. 

TREE CLIMBERS SHOW THEIR STUFF IN OGDEN

In areas damaged by winter 
storms, homeowners and clean-up 
crews must work carefully around 
damaged and snow-loaded trees.

“What’s fallen to the ground is just part of the 
overall danger associated with storm-damaged 
trees,” says  Jim Skiera,  ISA Executive Director. 
“A major storm can do massive damage high in 
the treetops, posing extreme danger to people for 
weeks and months to come.”

According to Skiera, potential hazards and 
tree problems are not always obvious to the 

untrained eye. Ice-damaged tree limbs can split 
or break in the treetops, and branches of all sizes 
can come crashing down at any time - especially 
during high winds. That’s why trees should be 
checked from the bottom up, preferably by a 
Certified Arborist, to determine the full extent of 
storm damage.

“Paying attention to the treetops now can 
prevent further damage and greater property 
loss later on,” Skiera says. “Ice damage can put 
major stress on a tree, and that stress can require 
pruning or additional support such as cables or 
braces.”

USE CARE WHEN HANDLING WINTER TREE DAMAGE



Arbor Essence

8 9

Winter 2005

Autumn 
is here, and 
depending on 
elevation and 
situation, plants 
are showing 
brilliant colors.  
One of Utah’s 
native shrubs 
making a splash 
in landscapes is 
Rhus trilobata, 

more commonly known as skunkbush sumac.  This 
deciduous shrub performs admirably in summer, 
forming a dense dark green mass.  But its biggest 
asset is bright red autumn foliage.

Sunny fall weather fosters bright foliage colors, 
with cool but not freezing nights.  If fall is cloudy 
and rainy, colors are drab.  Freezing temperatures 
damage leaves too early, turning leaves turn brown 
before showing any color.  This year, weather con-
ditions have been perfect for a beautiful fall foliage 
display.

Deciduous trees and shrubs lose their leaves 
during the winter and survive in a dormant state.  
The process of shutting down metabolic processes 
is gradual, unless a cold snap hits early.  Shorter 
days and cooler temperatures trigger physiological 
changes in plants, including decreased chlorophyll 
production.  Chlorophyll, the green compound that 
captures light energy during photosynthesis, must 
be continually produced since solar radiation breaks 
it down.  As chlorophyll content decreases, once-
green leaves begin to show their other pigments, 
namely anthocyanins (red and/or blue colors) and 
carotenoids (yellow and/or orange colors).  These 
pigments help absorb excess solar energy to pro-
tect leaf tissues during high-light times of summer.  
Cool fall temperatures trigger the formation of 
an abscission layer between the tree limb and the 
leaf blade.  Before the leaf abscises (falls off), the 
abscission layer is weakened, allowing water to 
flow into the leaf, while photosynthates (sugars) are 
trapped inside the leaf.  These trapped sugars are 
used to produce extra pigments, which intensifies 
leaf color. 

Some plants produce both anthocyanins and 
carotenoids, so their fall colors are variable.  

Depending on the amount of sunlight hitting the 
leaves, colors may range from purple to orange or 
yellow.  Other species only produce the carotenoids, 
so their fall color is bright yellow.  Still other 
species produce only tannins, so fall color is just 
brown.

Skunkbush sumac is a tough Utah native.  It 
tolerates almost any soil type except compacted, 
heavy, or waterlogged soils.  With a mature height 
between four and eight feet, it forms a handsome 
dark green screen most of the year.  As with all 
sumacs, it does spread by suckers, new branches 
that pop up feet away from the parent plant.  Left 
alone, sumac will form a colony that provides habi-
tat for birds and small animals.  In landscapes, grow 
sumac where suckers won’t be too noticeable when 
mowed off, or in an island area where it cannot 
invade the lawn.

Hardy to USDA Zone 4, skunkbush sumac 
grows in most parts of Utah.  Native Americans 
taught settlers to use the brick-red seeds to brew 
a lemony tea.  Thus this plant is also known as 
lemonade sumac.  Native Americans burned shrub 
tops to induce straight, vertical sprouts growth next 
season; these sprouts were woven into baskets. 

Not showy most of the year, skunkbush sumac 
shows its true colors when fall arrives.  Bright red 
foliage is the end-of-season accent to an otherwise 
durable but unremarkable native shrub.

RHUS TRILOBATA,UTAH NATIVE, 
SHOWS TRUE COLORS IN AUTUMN

By Maggie Wolf, Utah State University Extension Horticulturist. Salt Lake County
Article and Pictures reprinted with her permission from her column in the Salt Lake Tribune, dated August 5, 2005

Colorful Grouping at Red Butte Gardens

Rhus Trilobata
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 Salt is great for clearing roads and side-
walks of ice and snow in the winter. However, 
a good thing for streets and walkways can be 
downright rotten for your trees, according to 
the tree experts at the International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA).

“Excessive exposure to salt can cause 
widespread damage to your trees, leading to 
permanent decline and sometimes death,” 
said Jim Skiera, Executive Director of the 
ISA. “The problem with salt damage is that it 
might not show up on your trees until summer, 
when deicing salt is the last culprit you would 
suspect.”

To minimize the damage done to trees by 
deicing salts, Certified Arborists at ISA offer 
the following tips:

1. Use less salt. Mix deicing salt with 
abrasives such as sand, cinders, and ash, or 
use alternatives such as calcium magnesium 
acetate and calcium chloride.

2. Protect your trees from salt trucks on the 
street. If possible, set up barriers between the 
street and your trees to keep salt spray from 
hitting tree trunks.

3. Plant salt-resistant trees. Trees such as 
the sycamore maple, white spruce, willow, 
and birch tend to be more salt-resistant than 
other species. How well they fare varies from 
climate to climate across the country.

4. Improve soil drainage. Add organic 
matter to your soil to help filter salt deposits.

You can also keep your trees healthy by 
taking care of their basic needs. Other tips that 
will help combat the damage done by deicing 
salt include:

•  Irrigate to flush the salts from the soils in 
spring 

•  Mulch sufficiently to reduce water loss
•  Control pest infestations and destructive 

tree diseases

KICK THE SALT HABIT
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Citizen Forester of the Year:   Orpha Dee Johnson
Nominated by:   Barabara Gardner
During the early 1980’s Utah’s economy was struggling and most communities 

across the State were cutting or seriously reducing their tree programs to balance 
budgets.  All except for a small community of less than 3,000 people, Mapleton City.  
Due to the efforts of one person, Orpha Dee Johnson, she had the patience and persis-
tence to convince political leaders, educators, and citizens that trees were an integral 
part of society and key to the quality of life for the citizens of Mapleton.  Orpha Dee 
organized the first Shade Tree Commission and has served on it for over 30 years.  
Through her efforts and persistence she raised money and volunteer help for the first 

major planting along Main Street.  She also has been very instrumental in preserving many old historical 
and heritage trees.  Orpha Dee’s dream of Mapleton City achieving Tree City USA designation came true in 
1983.  Today she is still active on the board and instrumental in the care of trees in Mapleton.

Lifetime Service Award: Bill Rutherford
Nominated by:  Justina Parsons-Bernstein
Bill has spent many years serving the urban forests around the nation.  For-

tunately, one of the greatest impacts he has had the most has been here in Utah 
where he has not just cared for the forest of Salt Lake City, but he has championed 
everything from the proper care of trees to the many benefits that trees provide a 
healthy and vibrant community.  From Salt Lake City’s quality forestry program, 
the Tree Ambassador Volunteer Program he initiated to the Arbor Day Celebra-
tions that are inclusive of so many throughout the City and State that normally are 
not recognized, Bill has been a great representative and leader for all those that 
serve in the same profession.  We are grateful for Bill and the many things he has 
done to heighten the awareness of trees not just in Salt Lake City, but throughout 

the State by his example.

Community of the Year:  Lindon
Nominated by:  Scott Zeidler
In just the past year, several diligent and dedicated citizens of the community 
have been working hard with City officials to improve the care of trees within 
the city.  In that time they have put together and initiated the adoption of a local 

The Utah Community Forest Council (UCFC) 13th Annual Meeting and Fall Lecture the Historic Utah 
County Courthouse in Provo, Utah was on November 3 and 4. Two outstanding speakers, Julian Dunster and 
Phillip Craul, taught workshops during the two days. 

Dunster is an environmental planner and urban forestry expert from British Columbia. His years of expe-
rience in evaluating trees and planting sites make him well qualified to discuss understanding risk, meeting 
standards of care, documenting site conditions, and the body language of trees. 

Phillip Craul of Manlius, New York has more than 30 years experience with soil design working on 
major public gardens around the US. He drew on that experience to discuss urban site and soil assessment, 
biophysical analysis of sites, and the care of soil under trees.

Excerpts from their lectures will appear in this and upcoming editions of ArborEssence.
During the luncheon on November 4, the UCFC/ISA-UC presented their Arborist Awards for 2005. The 

recipients had done an outstanding job planting, maintaining, and encouraging the proper use and care of 
trees. Winners of the awards are listed below.

 UCFC/ISA UTAH CHAPTER PRESENTS 2005 AWARDS

Orpha Dee Johnson 
and Barbara Gardner

Justina Parsons-Ber-
nstein and Bill Ruther-
ford 

Lindon Mayor, Jeff 
Dierdon & Mike Marrett
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tree ordinance, the approval budget dedicated for tree care, initiated an annual Arbor Day observance, were 
instrumental in the formulation of a tree board, the development of a tree recommendation list, and City 
Council and Administration endorsement of Tree City USA pursuit and recognition.  Due to these diligent 
efforts of these faithful citizens they are impacting their community through the proper care of trees for many 
generations to come.

2005 Arborist of the Year: Mark Malmstrom
Nominated by:  Maggie Shao
Mark has quietly and humbly become one of the most formidable advocate 

for trees within the State of Utah.  Mark has a very strong commitment to the 
communities he serves with his commercial tree care company based in Cache 
Valley.  Mark’s company is dedicated to sound tree care practices and he fosters 
his interest and love of trees with his clients and those who work for him.  He has 
mentored many employees, interns and students to become ISA Certified Arbor-

ists.  Currently in his capacity as a member of the Providence Planning Commission Mark is moving the 
town towards a tree ordinance and Tree City USA designation.  Most recently Mark’s diligence, patience, 
hard work and practice paid off has he was crowned Utah’s 2006 State Tree Climbing Champion.

Distinguished Service Award:   Brian Getzelman
Nominated by:  Scott Bunker
In the fall of 1990, Brian was one of a handful  of concerned citizens in Utah that met to discuss ways to 

improve the care of trees throughout the State.  Through Brian’s diligent efforts in 1991 the Utah Community 
Forest Council was established.  Today the Forestry Council serves hundreds of foresters, arborists and citi-
zens across the State.  Brian has had a profound impact in arboriculture throughout the State for many years.  
His tree care company is dedicated to educating and ensuring that trees are cared for properly and safely.  
Through his efforts personally and his involvement in establishing the State’s first arborist apprenticeship 
program Brian has been instrumental in training many of the best arborists the State of Utah has ever seen.  
Many have gone on to become Utah’s State Tree Climbing Champions.  Brian himself has won more State 
Tree Climbing Championships than any other arborist.  He continues to help organize and put on the cham-
pionships annually.  Through these and many other efforts Brian continues to be a champion for trees and 
arborists throughout the State.  His impact will continue to effect the care of trees for generations to come.

President’s Award:  Maggie Shao
Nominated by:   Mike Marett
In just over two years Maggie has become one of the strongest and most diligent sup-

porters of the Utah Community Forest Council and the Utah Chapter of the International 
Society of Arboriculture.  Because of Maggie’s diligent efforts the Council and Chapter 
are on solid ground financially and continue to provide quality training, educational and 
informational opportunities to the arborists, foresters, and citizens across the State.  She 
has had a profound impact in such a short amount of time and her dedication has helped 
the Council and Chapter to extend their spheres of influence.  Maggie’s love and concern 
for trees is infectious and she has been instrumental in helping many across the state to 
increase their understanding of the importance of trees.

2006 State Tree Climbing Champion: Mark Malmstrom
See Tree Climbing Championship, page 7 for story.

Mark Malmstrom and 
Maggie Shao

Maggie Shao

Mark Malmstrom
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Most of the earth is composed of soil, 
and it supports plant life, so whatever soil is in 
place should be fine for most planting projects. 
Right? 

Wrong, says Dr. Phillip J. Craul, Senior 
Lecturer in Landscape Architecture, retired 
Graduate School of Design Harvard University. 
As a soil design consultant on more than 35 
major landscape architecture projects with five 
leading landscape architecture firms, he should 
know. 

“Realistically, planting projects generally 
last about 25 years. Usually they are torn out 
for a change in style, politics, development 
needs of city. Landscape architects want proj-
ects to last forever, but they can’t expect it to 
last more than 25 years” says Dr. Craul,

To get optimum quality for those years, and 
to extend tree life for as long as possible, good 
quality soil is essential. It is a component that 
affects all other aspects of plant health and is 
difficult to change after plants are in place.

Soil is the interface between the earth’s 
atmosphere and its lithosphere. While the “nat-
ural” soil of the earth provides effective support 
for plants, soils in the urban environment are 

anything but natural. Topsoils suffer from com-
paction, contamination, and in many cases, they 
do not exist because topsoil is removed during 
construction. 

The solution to the dilemma seems simple 
– bring in topsoil from another area for urban 
planting. It is not as clear-cut as that, Craul 
says.

“Importation of ‘topsoil’ seldom meets 
LEED requirements, especially from agricul-
tural land, unless it is from a site that is to be 
covered by a built landscape of continuous 
structure from a governmentally approved site. 
Further, there are several national prohibitions 
against transport of topsoil from one part of the 
country to another due to soil-borne insects, 
diseases or other contaminants. 

For example, soil from Long Island, New 
York may not be transported out of the area 
due to soil-borne deer fleas, which carry Lyme 
Disease. Soil may not be transported within or 
out of the southeastern United States due to fire 
ants. Another problem is nematodes in the Lake 
States. Check the website at http//aoils.usda.gov 
for the latest status of prohibitions. Even local 

Dr Phillip J. Craul, Soil Scientist

YOU HAVE HEARD OF DESIGNER JEANS,
WHY NOT DESIGNER SOILS?

A summary of a presentation by Dr. Phillip J. Craul, Soil Scientist delivered at the UCFC Annual Conference, 
November 4, 2005.

Ready to mix soils and mulch, Liberty Park, Salt 
Lake City, UT. It is better to work to improve the 
existing site soil than to haul in topsoil along with 
its inherent pests and other weaknesses.
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transport of topsoil may have potential hazards 
and may be prohibited,” Craul says.

Because of these restrictions, landscapers 
in urban environments may have to be creative 
and “design” their own topsoils.

Soil should be designed to be as natural 
as possible because it will be functional much 
longer. Soil is a natural system in itself. 

“Proper design emulation of an appropriate 
local natural soil suitable for the desired plant 
palette ensures sustainability to the plant palette 
and the overall landscape design.

“The components of a designed soil may be 
recycled byproducts such as composted organic 
materials, waste sand, or ground glass as a sand 
substitute, and tailings from stone quarry wash-
ers as silt and clay substitutes, and many others 
yet to be devised,” says Craul.

To determine your soil needs, keep in mind 
that all soils are not created equal. Natural soil 
varies in its properties and characteristics across 
the landscape and is predictable by trained soil 
scientists. However, geology, topography, and 
time affect what soils will be like.

Soils in urban areas and restoration sites 
have been altered to varying degrees by human 
activity and are unpredictable.

To create the best growing environment, 
soil must match the planting situation. Char-
acteristics needed are based on limitations for 
each planting category. These limitations must 
be addressed and become part of the overall 
landscape design process. 

Soil has certain properties that are designed. 
The three most important soil properties include 
particle size distribution (texture), Organic 
Matter type and content, and Fertility and reac-
tion (pH). 

Texture is the most influential physical 
property on many other soil properties like den-
sity and susceptibility to compaction, structure 
formation, drainage and aeration, and relative 
fertility. Its overall effects are modified by the 
presence of organic matter. Deal with texture 
before working on other characteristics.

To obtain the proper physical, chemical, and 
biological (organic) properties, it is required to 
provide a mix of components thus, requiring 

mechanical mixing. The choice and source of 
the organic material is very important. 

Obviously, the texture and organic matter 
content and type contribute to the fertility 
and reaction of the soil. However, there are 
instances when additional “adjustments must be 
made to the designed soil to better fit the plant 
palette and the planting situation. These adjust-
ments may involve additional fertilization to 
improve the fertility level.

Rather than transporting topsoil and its 
inherent problems, landscapers do better to 
modify existing soil material - provided the 
existing materials are acceptable. Soil designed 
for special planting projects includes layers like 
normal soil situations. Choices to change it are 
limited. 

Essentially, there are three kinds of soil 
– Forest, Agricultural and Urban. Use Nature 
as a model and try to create a soil to match 
Nature’s best. It will consist of mineral com-
ponents – sand silt and clay particles, organic 
matter – organic residues as liter humus, organ-
ism bodies – energy source for soil organisms, 
water – the soil solution containing various dis-
solved substances as plant nutrients and gases, 
and air – oxygen, carbon dioxide, nitrogen and 
many other gases. 

The quality of the soil is measured by the 
relative quantities of these components.

Texture is the most influential physical property of 
soil. Correct drainage and other texture problems 
before planting.
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The tree-filled landscapes of winter can 
be mistakenly thought to be asleep. Winter-
ing trees are not sleeping; they are simply still 
- counting the days until spring. Only then 
will it be apparent whether the tree has saved 
enough resources to respond to the new season 
of growth.

Winter is a difficult time for trees which 
must stand alone against all circumstances 
that the season can generate. Trees have some 
internal methods of protection. Most of the 
growing points in the tree are protected inside 
jackets called buds, and food reserves are 
carefully conserved for the coming needs of 
spring. Also water continues to move through 
the tree until it freezes. However, these pro-
tective stages may breed other problems. For 
example, creatures needing a meal may chew 
and nibble on the resting buds and twigs. 

What can you do to help your valuable 
trees? A few things can help a tree be more 
efficient and effective in surviving the winter 
and thriving in spring. These small winter 
investments can pay off in a large way, yield-
ing healthy and structurally sound trees.

The “Critical Six” things to do for your 
tree this winter are:

•  Add a thin layer of composted organic 
mulch to blanket the soil surface. Mulch pro-

tects and conserves tree resources and recycles 
valuable materials. 

•  Properly wrap new trees that have not 
developed a corky bark and could easily be 
damaged. Mechanical injury from the envi-
ronment, including chewing and rubbing by 
animals, must be prevented. 

•  Remove or correct clearly visible struc-
tural faults and deadwood. Try to make small 
pruning cuts that minimize the exposure of the 
central heartwood core on branches. 

•  Perform limited greenwood pruning of 
declining and poorly placed branches. Pruning 
should conserve as many living branches as 
possible, with only a few selective cuts. 

•  Fertilize with elements needed in small 
quantities. Essential elements added over a 
mulch layer will help provide a healthy soil 
environment for root growth. 

•  Water where soils and trees are cool 
but not frozen, and where there has been little 
precipitation. Winter droughts need treatment 
with waters the same as summer droughts. 
However, it is easy to over water in winter, so 
be careful. 

Invest in great trees by helping them over 
a difficult time. For trees, wonderful springs 
come from well-tended winters.

HELPING TREES THROUGH WINTER CHILLS
By the International Society of Arboriculture

For winter protection, wrap the trunks of new trees 
to protect from winter damage and apply a thin 
layer of organic mulch to blanket the root surface. 

Winter is a good time to asses strcuctural faults 
and deadwood and make pruning corrections. Per-
form only limited greenwood pruning in winter. 
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December 5-9, 2005, Salt Lake City Utah 
- Arborist Training Series. Courses run from 2:
30-7:30 pm at the Utah Department of Natural 
Resources, 1594 W. North Temple., Room 1060. 
Presented in cooperation with Utah Division of 
Forestry, Fire & State Lands. 
For more information, contact Lisa Hannusak, 
801-446-8229 or Lisa_ucfc@yahoo.com, or Scott 
Bunker, 801-852-6920 or sbunker@provo.utah.gov

December 9, 2005, Salt Lake City – ISA Certifica-
tion Exam at Utah DNR  - Room 1060, Salt Lake 
City. 

January 23rd, 24th, and 25th, 2006 – UNLA 
Conference – Thurl Bailey will be the Keynote 
Speker.  Tracks will be on Irrigation, Maintenance, 
Greenhouse/Retail, Turf, Landscape Design, and 
Tree Care. 

February 4, 25 and April 2 2006, UVSC Founda-
tion Building, Orem, UT - Spring Arborist Train-
ing Series to prepare for ISA Certification Exam. 

Teacher will be Max Darrington. For more informa-
tion contact Scott Bunker, 801-852-6920 or e-mail 
sbunker@provo.utah.gov

February 9 and 10, 2006, Ogden, UT – Ogden, 
Tree Hazard/Appraisal Workshop Applied Tech-
nology College, 200 Washington Blvd, Ogden. 
For more information, contact Mike Marett, 801-
568-2916  or e-mail mmarett@sandy.utah.gov 
or Lisa Hannusak, 801-446-8229 or e-mail Lisa_
ucfc@yahoo.com.

May 18, 2006, UVSC Foundation Building, 
Orem, UT. ISA Certification Exam. For more 
information contact Scott Bunker, 801-852-6920 or 
sbunker@provo.utah.gov.

ISA-UC/UTAH COMMUNITY FOREST COUNCIL 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ADVERTISING RATES
FULL PAGE AD $140
Size: Approximately 8.5” x 11” vertical

HALF PAGE AD $90
Size: Approximately 4.25” x 11” vertical or 
8.5” x 5.5” horizontal

QUARTER PAGE AD $45
Size: Approximately 4.25” x 5.5” horizontal

CLASSIFIEDS: $0.25 PER WORD

Classified ads are priced on a per issue basis. 
Classifieds are an excellent way to annouce job 
openings, sell equipment, supplies, or books, or 
to trade materials.

Submit articles, information and pho-
tographs to:

Diane Sagers
883 East Erda Way
Erda, UT 84074
435-882-6797

You may also e-mail high quality digital 
photos to dsagers@trilobyte.net

ATICLES

Articles deal with general interest subjects 
for arborist and green industry professionsal. 
Articles must be 1-4 pages, single-spaced, type-
written pages. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION GUIDELINES AND AD RATES

PHOTOGRAPHS

Submit original black and white or color 
photographs. Please send copies as photos 
will not be returned. We will consider pictures 
showing all facets of trees or tree care. Include 
your name, address and phone number, and a 
description with each submission.



16

�������������������������������
������������������������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

������� ������������ ����� ��������� ������

��������� ����������������������������������������������������� ������ � �
��������� ������������������������������������ ������ � �
��������� ���������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ������������������������������������������������������ ������ � �
��������� ������������������������������������� ������ � �
��������� ����������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ����������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ��������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ����������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ������������������������������������ ������� � �
���������� ���������������������������������� ������� � �
���������� ���������������������������������������� ������� � �
���������� �������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ���������������������������������������������� ������ � �
��������� ������������������������������������������������������ ������ � �
��������� ���������������������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� �������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ����������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ��������������������������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ���������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ������������������������������������������������������ ������� � �
��������� ����������������������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� �������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ����������������������������������� ������� � �
��������� ��������������������������� ������� � �
��������� �������������������������� ������ � �

������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������������

�����

��������������������� �������������������������������������

����� �����

�������� ��������

�������� ��������

���������������� ����������������

������ ������

���������������������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������
������������

�����������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������
������������������������������������
�����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
����������������������������������
��������������������������������
��������������������������������
������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������


