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FAQs About National NeighborWoods Month™ 
 
 
 
What is National NeighborWoods Month™? 
October 2005 marks the first annual National NeighborWoods Month. National NeighborWoods 
Month is a celebration of the accomplishments of local tree-planting organizations and a catalyst 
for new action projects and collaboration. Organized by members of the Alliance for Community 
Trees (ACT), founder of the NeighborWoods Network, communities and community-based 
organizations across the country are invited to participate in National NeighborWoods Month. 
 
National NeighborWoods Month is a new opportunity for ACT member organizations to involve 
the public in their regreening efforts, solicit more volunteers, and link their efforts to the 
expanding urban and community forestry movement nationwide.  Just as National Arbor Day is 
celebrated in the spring, National NeighborWoods Month will be celebrated each fall, one of the 
best times to plant trees. 
 
 
Who Participates in National NeighborWoods Month™? 
Local nonprofit community forestry organizations that are members of the national Alliance for 
Community Trees (ACT) are the primary event organizers.  As of October 2005, 68 
organizations were members of ACT’s NeighborWoods Network. Together, ACT members have 
planted 7.8 million trees through the efforts of more than 450,000 volunteers.  Also involved are 
neighborhood residents, government officials (such as the mayor or city council members), city 
agencies, other nonprofit organizations, and private-sector supporters. 
 
 
Who Sponsors National NeighborWoods Month™? 
The Alliance for Community Trees is the lead organizer of National NeighborWoods Month. The 
national corporate sponsor is The Home Depot Foundation.  In 2005 The Home Depot 
Foundation awarded ACT a $500,000 grant to fund neighborhood forestry projects that enhance 
community development and affordable housing, disseminate information about best practices 
in the field, provide training through a National NeighborWoods Academy, and coordinate 
communications efforts that increase awareness of solutions to the problems of tree canopy 
loss.  Other collaborators include the USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry 
Program and the National Association of State Foresters. 
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What Kinds of Activities Take Place During National NeighborWoods Month™? 
Tree planting, tree maintenance, and activities that build awareness of the many benefits of 
trees are the principal activities of NeighborWoods Month events.  From Sacramento to Baton 
Rouge and Des Moines to Philadelphia, community-greening groups are also involving people 
in celebrations, awards banquets, contests, ribbon-cutting ceremonies, and beautification 
projects at schools, parks and other sites.  Click here for a listing of National NeighborWoods 
Month events.   
 
 
Why Should People Care About Trees? 
In a great many communities, trees have been lost due to disease, development and neglect.  
This has affected the quality of life of all residents.  Healthy trees and green space make for 
greener, healthier and more sustainable communities.  Trees improve urban environments by 
softening building lines, reducing noise, and breaking up large expanses of pavement.  They 
filter pollutants from the air, help reduce rates of asthma and other respiratory problems, and 
reduce the amount of polluted stormwater runoff that enters streams and rivers.  Trees also cool 
streets and homes, thereby reducing energy costs; trees reduce the cost of managing 
stormwater, support crime prevention, increase property values, and provide many more 
benefits. (For more information on trees, tree care and urban forestry, go to www.treelink.org.) 
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