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Regreening Events Mark First National NeighborWoods Month™ 

 
 
From Denver to Des Moines, Los Angeles to Philadelphia, and Washington, DC to 
hurricane-damaged Baton Rouge, local community-based organizations are mobilizing 
volunteers this month to plant and care for trees as part of the first National NeighborWoods 
Month.  
 
“In a great many communities, trees have been lost due to disease, development and 
neglect,” said Alice Ewen Walker, executive director of the Alliance for Community Trees 
(ACT), the catalyst for NeighborWoods Month.  “Our member organizations are reversing 
this trend, making a measurable difference in air and water quality while enhancing overall 
community revitalization.”   
 
“National NeighborWoods Month is the first time these organizations will showcase their 
work together, demonstrating the growing momentum of a regreening movement that’s 
taking place all across the country,” Ewen Walker said.  ACT's 68 member-organizations 
have planted more than 7.8 million trees by engaging more than 450,000 volunteers since 
its founding in 1993.  
 
The Home Depot Foundation is the national sponsor of National NeighborWoods Month.  
Kelly Caffarelli, executive director of The Home Depot Foundation, said, “We are excited to 
partner with ACT on this initiative.  Our foundation works with affordable housing and tree 
planting organizations across the country to promote livable, healthy and affordable 
communities.  This partnership provides a terrific opportunity to further our goals.” 
 
Mark Buscaino, director of the federal urban and community forestry program at the US 
Forest Service, noted that “National NeighborWoods Month will shine new light on the work 
of outstanding community groups working to make our cities and towns greener and 
healthier. I welcome the new civic projects, partnerships, and celebrations made possible by 



the organizers and sponsors of National NeighborWoods Month and see this as a great way 
to foster grassroots collaboration.”  
 
Among the National NeighborWoods Month activities being held throughout October is a 
new program being launched by ACT member organization Trees Forever in Des Moines.  
The planting of 40 trees in Union Park on October 29 will launch the Trees Forever Parks & 
Neighbors™ program, which will result in thousands of new trees need being planted 
throughout Des Moines parks and neighborhoods in the coming years.  
 
Other exciting projects include: 

 
Baton Rouge, LA:  Oct. 22 and Oct. 29-30 to plant and select hurricane 
replacement trees.  Contact Peggy Davis, Baton Rouge Green, 225-381-0037  
Shreveport, LA:  Contact Donna Curtis, 318-219-1888 
Des Moines, IA:  Oct. 29, Mayor Frank Cownie, state and city agencies, and ACT 
member Trees Forever kick off a five-year initiative to plant thousands of trees in Des 
Moines public parks.  Inaugural event will plant 40 trees in Union Park.  Contact 
Shannon Ramsey, Trees Forever, 319-373-0650  
Albuquerque, NM:  Oct. 29, Tree planting education, in conjunction with The 
Montano Home Depot Store.  Contact Kirk Whittig, 505-265-4454 
Philadelphia, PA:  Volunteers will plant 100 trees.  Contact Amanda Benner, UC 
Green, 215-573-4684 
Atlanta, GA:  Oct. 15, Oct. 22, and Oct. 29, Neighborhood tree plantings.  Contact 
Susan Pierce or Greg Levine, Trees Atlanta, 404-522-4097 
Sacramento, CA:  October 30, Planting 300 hundred trees in five city parks.  
Contact Michael DeSantis, Sacramento Tree Trust, 916-924-8733, ext. 114. 
Salt Lake City, UT: Oct. 22, Join TreeUtah, KaBoom!, Bend-in-the-River, and local 
high school students for a tree planting, mulching, and area clean-up. TreeUtah 801-
364-2122. 
Los Angeles, CA: Oct. 29, Kick-off of year-long Palms Restoration Project. 
TreePeople, 818-623-4887. 
 
 
Additional sites, dates and times can be found at www.actrees.org.  
 

 
Among the many benefits of planting trees are that they filter pollutants from the air, help 
reduce rates of asthma and other respiratory problems, and reduce the amount of polluted 
stormwater runoff that enters streams and rivers.  Trees improve urban environments by 
softening building lines, reducing noise, and breaking up large expanses of pavement.  
Trees also cool streets and homes, thereby reducing energy costs.  Trees reduce the cost of 
managing stormwater, support crime prevention, increase property values, and provide 
many more benefits.  
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