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Alliance for Community Trees Announces Grants to Member Organizations  
 

$300,000 Awarded Thanks to Partnership with The Home Depot Foundation  
 

The Alliance for Community Trees (ACT) is awarding $300,000 in direct grants to 15 
nonprofit organizations around the country.  Funding for the grants came from ACT’s 
partner in its National NeighborWoods initiative, The Home Depot Foundation.  The 
awards will be made at ACT’s annual meeting November 16, just prior to the 2005 
National Conference on Urban Ecosystems, also sponsored by The Home Depot 
Foundation and held in the Westin Charlotte Hotel November 17-18. 
 
“The work that will be done as a result of these grants demonstrates the high degree of 
interest and enthusiasm grassroots organizations are generating for tree planting, 
restoration and care,” said Alice Ewen Walker, executive director of ACT.  “This is 
important to urban ecosystems because trees benefit communities in so many ways.  
They filter pollutants from the air, reduce the amount of storm water runoff from dirty 
streets into waterways, reduce energy costs, and provide habitat for birds and other 
wildlife.” 
 
“Trees also enhance the livability and attractiveness of neighborhoods,” said Kelly 
Caffarelli, executive director of The Home Depot Foundation.  “Our principal goal is to 
help families realize their dreams of living in a quality home that they can afford to own 
and maintain. Just as important, we are working to conserve and protect urban and rural 
forests, ensuring that these vital resources are available for the benefit of future 
generations.” 
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Awards are being given to the following organizations (see attached and the ACT 
website at www.actrees.org for details and contact information on each).   
 
$20,000 Baton Rouge Green: Greening Melrose East Community 

Development Project 
$15,000 Casey Trees Endowment Fund (Washington, DC): Watts Branch Park 

Housing Project  
$17,500 DC Greenworks: D.C. TreeKeepers Program 
$17,500 Friends of the Urban Forest (San Francisco): NeighborWoods 

Program 
$17,500 Greening Milwaukee: Main Street Adopt a Tree Program 
$20,000 Sacramento Tree Foundation: NeighborWoods Program 
$20,000 Shreveport Green: Street Tree and City Parks Projects 
$25,000 The Park People (Denver): 2005-06 Denver Digs Trees Program  
$17,500 Tree New Mexico (Albuquerque): Pockets of Poverty Project 
$20,000 TreePeople (Los Angeles): Palms Restoration Project 
$20,000 Tree Utah: MetroGreening Program  
$20,000 Trees Atlanta: NeighborWoods Program 
$10,000 Trees Columbus (Columbus, GA): East Wynnton Park Project 
$20,000 Trees Forever (Marion, Iowa): Grandview Park Project 
$20,000 UC Green (Philadelphia): West Philadelphia Canopy Restoration 

Project 
 
The Alliance for Community Trees was incorporated in 1993 as a problem-solving 
center for leaders of community-based urban forestry groups. Its founders shared a 
vision of healthy, functioning urban ecosystems nurtured by a broad base of community 
stewards. Today, ACT is a growing network of 68 organizations engaged in urban and 
community forestry. Its members are involved in grassroots community greening, public 
education, policymaking, job training, environmental design and other activities that 
support better urban forest stewardship. ACT members have planted more than 7.8 
million trees by engaging more than 450,000 volunteers.  Information on ACT and its 
members can be found at www.actrees.org. 
 
The Home Depot Foundation invests in nonprofit organizations that are in the business 
of building better communities.  The Home Depot and many of the suppliers who help fill 
the company’s shelves contribute to The Home Depot Foundation to help fulfill their 
shared vision of creating stronger, healthier neighborhoods.  The Foundation focuses its 
efforts in the areas of affordable, efficient and healthy housing production and 
rehabilitation and tree planting to restore urban and rural forests.  See 
www.homedepotfoundation.org for more information. 
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