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People of Many Faiths Plant Trees for Peace
By Charlotte Fife-Jepperson
In a time of war and global
chaos, a diverse group of people demonstrated their commitment and hope for peace by
gathering in Jordan Park on
Salt Lake City’s West Side to
plant a grove of 11 Giant
Sequoia trees.
Organized by TreeUtah, the
Sept. 21 event was a combination of their volunteer appreciation celebration with this year’s
International Day of Peace,
which was celebrated in 98
countries last year. There
couldn’t have been a more fitting place to celebrate both
occasions than the beautiful
International Peace Gardens in
Jordan Park.
TreeUtah is a non-profit
organization dedicated to
improving the quality of life for
present and future Utahns
through tree planting, stewardship, and education. They rely
on volunteers for their tree
plantings, and aspire to
strengthen surrounding com-

munities in the process.
TreeUtah wanted to thank
the many volunteers who have
helped them plant over 250,000
trees in Utah since 1990.
TreeUtah’s tree planting coordinator, Vaughn Lovejoy, suggested getting interfaith representatives together to help celebrate, and leaders from many
different faiths and cultural
groups in Salt Lake City were
invited.
Representatives from the
Buddhist, Quaker, Jewish,
LDS, Catholic, Episcopalian,
Unitarian, Muslim, Baha’i, and
Native American religious
organizations participated in
the
tree
planting.
Representatives from the state
Hispanic and Asian cultural
offices were also in attendance.
Christians, Jews, Buddhists,
Muslims, Native Americans
and agnostics, alike, worked
side by side that crisp afternoon
to plant the grove of young
sequoia trees, purchased in part
See Peace on page 2

Representatives from many different religious faiths gathered around a Giant Sequoia tree
that they helped plant in a grassy area next to Jordan Park’s International Peace Gardens.
Photo courtesy of TreeUtah

St. Patrick’s Church Provides Comfortable
Haven for West Side Parishioners
By Kyle LaMalfa and Melissa
Sillitoe
It’s Sunday morning at St.
Patrick’s Church and every pew
is filled. A smiling 3-year old
girl with corn-rowed hair and a
red and white taffeta dress
bounces between her mother
and sister. Well-scrubbed kids
of different ages poke each
other into giggly quiet.
At the prompt of a Korean
woman, the singing starts.
There isn’t room for an organ in
the small church, but the music
swells just the same. Light
streams through the stained
glass window, donated by
Italian and Irish families
decades ago in memory of their
loved ones. At the front of the
Church, Father David Bittmenn
smiles at his congregation.
The 115-year history of the
St. Patrick parish continues to
build character on the West
Side. The current pastor of St.
Patrick’s takes pride in its
diversity. “[People have] a variety of backgrounds and a willingness to help. People take
ownership of our church,”

St Patrick’s Church at 1040 West 400 South is a familar and
soothing sight on Salt Lake City’s West Side. Photo by
Charlotte Fife-Jepperson

Father Bittmenn said proudly.
Ethnic diversity has always
had a home at the St. Patrick
parish. In 1889, Irish railroad
workers built a church where
an I-15 overpass stands today.
Later, during the early part of
the 20th century, the first
church burned down and a second one was built. Italian
Catholics then became the predominant part of the church’s
membership.
During the 1920’s, the first
Hispanic members were welcomed to the church and created the Our Lady of Guadalupe
mission. Presently, church
membership includes people
from every continent except
Antarctica and Australia.
Rev. Bittmenn is most
impressed that all the groups
get along. Impressed but not
surprised, “there is an expectation of diversity among the
groups,” said Rev. Bittmenn.
He also acknowledges that people of this neighborhood
demonstrate heartfelt respect
for one another. Having transferred from the Sugarhouse
parish two years ago, Rev.

Bittmenn recognizes that this
neighborhood contains more
working-class people and he
enjoys the more casual atmosphere.
Ellen Colonno agrees. She
has been a member of St.
Patrick’s Church for 41 years
and has raised her own family
in it and participated in many
of the activities including most
recently, the Altar Society. Her
sister-in-law, Catherine Hyde,
has been a member of this
parish since birth. Both women
still live in Poplar Grove,
although there are families who
have left the geographic restrictions of the Parish and still
attend.
Hyde has attended other
churches in the valley and
notices a different spirit at her
own church. “There’s more
heart here. How can you not
feel you’re amongst the people
of God - you get to see how
well all these different people
mingle and get along.”
There are many ways to get
involved at the church includSee Church on page 2
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ing involvement through prayer, liturgy, and
bereavement faith building groups. Also, St.
Patrick’s maintains a long list of social groups,
like Girl Scouts, youth activities, community
service, and even a golf group.
Though many residents may not have been
inside St. Patrick’s, most everyone on the West
Side knows about their Street Fair. Hosted the
first Friday and Saturday in August, the church
puts on a celebration for the whole family.
Father Bittmenn admits that, “community
activities around here are really a lot of fun.”
Attending church is becoming more popular. Right now, the Salt Lake Catholic church is
experiencing high growth in people coming
from Mexico. In 10-15 years, St. Patrick’s will
be full and they will build another facility. “I
don’t know why it happens but every time we
build a new church, it just fills with people,”
said Rev. Bittmenn.
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To find the current schedule of
services offered at St. Patrick’s church, go to
www.utahcatholicdiocese.org
Father Bittmenn stands proudly in front of St
Patrick’s Church where he is Parish Priest.
Photo by Charlotte Fife-Jepperson

Nominate a Meaningful Place for
Community Landmark Map
Students from the University
of Utah’s College of Architecture
and Planning are interested in discovering meaningful community
landmarks on the West Side and
are requesting your input.
Architecture students are gathering information to create a community landmark map, which will
be on display, readily accessible,
at the West Side Community

History Center, located in the
University/Neighborhood Partners
office in Jordan Park.
To nominate a landmark: 1)
Identify a place that you think is
important or special to your neighborhood, or 2) Identify a building,
a field, a rock, or a place that no
longer exists, like a church that’s
been torn down, for example. 3)
Describe why this place should be

a landmark. What happened there?
What did it look like? Did a special person live or visit this place?
Is there a special story that is connected to this place? 4) Turn your
nomination in by email to
bradley@arch.utah.edu or call
Martha at 278-5693 or send it to
University Neighborhood Partners
at 1060 South 900 West, SLC UT,
84104.
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through a fund set up in honor of community
activist Gayen Wharton, who passed away last
year. Salt Lake City Parks and Recreation
offered the plot of land and were instrumental in
assisting with the logistics of the tree planting.
After the trees were in the ground, everyone
joined hands in a circle around the trees to offer
prayers and thoughts about peace and what it
meant to them to participate in the tree planting.
Nearly all the faiths represented there had some
reference to trees in their religious doctrine. It
became apparent that trees are a universal symbol of life, good health, and hope.
First Unitarian Church’s Reverend Tom

editor@thewestview.org
The West View
1094 Garn Way
SLC, UT 84104
Ph# 801-355-9572

Goldsmith spoke about the stark contrast
between people “coming together to plant trees
in the name of peace on that little piece of land
in Jordan Park,” while at the very same time in
other parts of the world people were engaging in
the dark business of “planting land mines and
seeds of hatred and destruction.”
As an organizer and a practicing Buddhist,
Lovejoy said, “It was grace that brought all of
this together.” Perhaps when people of different
backgrounds come together in this manner to listen and learn about each other, we are one step
closer toward achieving mutual respect and
respect for the earth that we all share.
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THE WEST VIEW November 2004
Issue Submission Deadline:
Wednesday, October 26
We welcome your stories, photos, and opinions. Please
notify us if you know of something in the community
that deserves coverage. Email us at editor@thewestview.org
or call (801)355-9572

Vaughn Lovejoy, better known as “The Mad Tree Planter”, lives in a nearby co-housing community and loves living near the Jordan River, the International Peace Gardens, and the outdoor environmental classroom, called the Bend-in-the-River Urban Tree House. He has devoted his life to doing what he does best, to the best of his ability – tree planting, with a spiritual emphasis. Photo by Charlotte Fife-Jepperson
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From the Editor
Just like the changing colors of the leaves
outside, The West View is going through some
adaptations. As you probably noticed, this
issue looks quite different from our past issues.
It’s a lot smaller and it’s tucked inside a new
community newspaper, the Salt Lake West
Journal.
We have established a good relationship
with the Journal folks, and have found that we
have a common mission. Instead of competing
and duplicating efforts, we have decided to
work together to offer you both The West View
and the Salt Lake West Journal every month in
your mailbox.
Despite these changes, the original integrity of The West View will remain the same. We
will still feature in depth stories about people
and places on the West Side, highlighting our
community’s rich diversity and history. We still
welcome your story and photo contributions,
and encourage you to voice your opinion on
issues that matter to you.
A positive result of this new partnership
with The Salt Lake West Journal is that our circulation has instantly increased from 8,000
copies to 24,000 copies and it will be mailed
out monthly to every resident and business on
the West Side. We hope you will enjoy more
timely access to news and stories about your
community in both papers.
About this issue: As the Nov. 2 election
approaches fast, we have included a couple of
stories about the power we hold as constituents. We hope this year will bring a huge
turnout at the polls. The West Side has traditionally been very politically active, and we
hope that our community’s level of civic
involvement will only continue to grow.
We also believe that if all of the diverse
groups in our community could come together
to learn about one another and collectively
come up with solutions to the challenges we
face, our community improvement efforts
would be much more consequential. And, if
The West View could contribute to that end,
our efforts will have been worth it.
- Charlotte Fife-Jepperson

Marriage Amendment Discriminates
Against Committed Gay Couples
I would like to respond to Dale J. Neilson’s letter to the
editor “Gay Marriage Erodes our Nation’s Foundation” (The
West View, Summer 2004), in which he wrote that surveys
from a website claim that children thrive better in heterosexual-marriage homes.
First of all, a survey is only a poll of opinions, most of
which lack the credibility of actual knowledge of a gay relationship with children. I have seen such situations first hand,
as I am an elementary school teacher and have taught at my
school for over 20 years. I have personally seen the heartache
of children who do not have a perfect father and mother (heterosexual) home situation.
On the other hand, I have also seen how the love of a
committed relationship can make such a difference in the stability and confidence of a child. This can come from a single
parent family that is extremely supportive or even from a
same sex couple that is very supportive. As long as the child
is the number one priority, such situations only add to the
welfare and stability of the child. The kind of support that the
child receives at home is really a more important factor than
the type of family he/she lives with.
What bothered me the most about Mr. Neilson’s opinion,

One of our privileges as U.S. citizens is our
right to choose those who will make decisions on
our behalf at all levels of government. These
include choosing the President of the United States
or the Governor of Utah or giving approval to allow
an appointed judge to continue to serve. These
choices are very difficult ones to make, and depend
on citizens who inform themselves about the world
they live in and the candidates who are running for
office.
Understanding the nuts and bolts of the voting
process is sometimes difficult. Finding where you
should go to vote or keeping track of the political
calendar of events can be confusing. Fortunately,
there are two great websites available on how to
vote. The first is www.voteutah.org. This website is
sponsored by KUED TV, KUER FM90, Common
Cause Utah, Hinckley Institute of Politics, League
of Women Voters, Utah Foundation and Utah
Education Network. This is a non-partisan site
intended to provide answers to voters' questions
about the process of voting. The other site is the Salt
Lake County Clerk’s Office at www.clerk.slco.org.
At this site, you can find your voting precinct num-

- Jerry Monson, Fairpark

Community Ambassadors Conduct
Successful Voter Registration Drive
By Kate Rubalcava
Election years bring about changes in the lives of people
– political changes that will affect aspects of all our lives,
such as health care, immigration, education, gun laws and
safety. These are good reasons to get out and vote for candidates you feel will best represent your interests and views.
Yet surprisingly, even though an election could change our
quality of life, many people are not registered voters and
many who are, don’t exercise their right to vote.
Putting their political preferences aside, a few west side
residents, acting as Community Ambassadors with
University Neighborhood Partners (UNP), decided to
address this problem with a voter registration drive.
Sponsored by UNP, the Community Ambassador Program is
made up of West Side residents, whose purpose is to help
people gain a better understanding of their community. They
also take on community service projects every year.
This year the Community Ambassadors aimed to register
100 voters with their voter registration project. They dedicat-

Voting Primer
By Edie Trimmer and Billy Palmer

is that a "piece of paper" was the difference in the commitment of a couple. I have personally been with my partner for
19 years. Our relationship has been full of the same relationship challenges that married couples experience. This gay
marriage issue is not so much about gay marriage, as it is
about equal rights. Because this constitutional amendment
seeks to take away rights, it is discriminatory and unnecessarily hurtful.
Mr. Neilson relied heavily on the Bible and our founding
fathers to support his views. But, if you look at our founding
fathers in a realistic way, they were a group of rebels who
were fighting the status quo in the name of religious and
financial freedom. And remember, the Bible was used as a
tool to fight against the African American Movement and is
still used today within the KKK.
Most any gay person that you meet has some sort of religious commitment, but still puts up with discrimination. I
decided that I should finally leave the silent majority of the
gay community to speak out against this form of discrimination.

ber, locate your polling place, and find out who is
on the ballot.
In this year’s general election, Utahns will
decide on 88 elected officials. These are the people
who will make important decisions that affect our
daily lives. In the years to come, the candidates we
elect will shape the world we live in. If we choose
not to vote, our decision is clear: we want those who
are elected to make our decisions for us. In other
words, we trust them that much. You can make a lot
of big decisions with one short visit to your voting
poll.
Getting Started—Voter Registration
To register to vote in Utah you must be a citizen
of the United States of America, have resided in
Utah for at least 30 days immediately before the
election, and must be 18 years old on or before the
election. Although the last day to mail in voter registration forms was October 13, you may still register in person at the Salt Lake County Clerk’s office,
located at 2001 South State Street in Salt Lake City,
UT.
For questions about voting, you can call Salt
Lake County Clerk's Office, 468-3427.

ed a lot of time and energy in getting the word out about the
importance of voting, registering those eligible and encouraging people to vote.
Irene Fisher, Director of UNP, said, “I have been very
pleased with the process that the Ambassadors used to
research various project possibilities and to select this one.
They have taken individual leadership roles in carrying out
the project.”
In order to get the word out, the Ambassadors went
through training on the process, learned about the history of
voting laws, and then created a brochure. All of that hard
work and dedication paid off. They exceeded their goal of
registering 100 people.
Ambassador Carolynn Hoskins’ favorite aspect was “getting the word out about the importance of being a registered
voter and that one voice can make a difference.” Hoskins, a
longtime community advocate, urges residents to vote. “Too
many people have sacrificed their lives, blood, sweat and
tears for us. This shouldn’t be taken with a grain of salt,” she
said.

Calendar of Important Election Events
Date

Event

October 13

Final date for mail-in voter registration.

Final date to register to vote in
October 25 person at the Salt Lake County
Clerk's office.
October 29

Final date to submit an application for absentee voting.

Tuesday,
Vote!
November 2

CORRECTION
In the last issue of The West View (Summer 2004), a clinician working with a patient at the Fourth Street Clinic was mistakenly identified
as Dr. Adi Gundalapalli in the photo caption. The person shown was
Patrick Lang, a volunteer physician's assistant.
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Wasatch Commons
Cohousing
A great place to Live in Glendale

Where neighbors share
more, waste less and
build enriching
relationships through
consensus, compassion
and working hard
together - the heart of
a good community.

Tours every 2nd Saturday,
10:00 am in the summer,
1:00 pm the rest of the
year, and every 4th
Wednesday at 5:00 pm.
Call Vicky at 801-908-0388
www.cohousing.org

Volunteers Help Their Elderly Neighbors
By Ryan Engar
People of all ages volunteered many hours this past
summer to help senior citizens
in their own neighborhoods on
the West Side.
The volunteer projects were
put together by Neighbors
Helping Neighbors (NHN), an
organization committed to
improving the quality of life of
community-dwelling seniors by
enabling them to reside independently in their own homes
for as long as possible. NHN
originated in 1997 as a demon- A youth group from Neighbors Helping Neighbors gather on
stration project and has since the program participant’s front porch after completion of
grown into a fully structured, their service project. Photo by Ryan Engar
non-profit service organization
operating out of the College of ting grass and pulling weeds. were others who served just as
Social Work. NHN works with Gardens and rose bushes were importantly by visiting with the
low, middle, or fixed-income beautified as well as the interior participants and listening to
individuals aged 65 and older of many homes. The adults many stories. Inside one home,
with limited social supports were busy with minor repairs to a group of intrigued youth gath(e.g., family, friends, church) closets and stairways, while ered around about six photo
who live in the area between some joined the youth in getting albums that were spread out on
1700 West and 1300 East, 900 to know the seniors they were the coffee table. Others simply
South and 2700 South.
serving.
sat in front of a fan and chatted
The summer service projThe youth experienced with seniors over cold sodas.
ects focused on making signifi- something very positive while
Although a common sigh of
cant improvements to program providing this service. In one relief and gratification was
participants’ homes. The volun- house, volunteers danced to heard from all of the particiteers helped out in a variety of Elvis playing on the eight-track. pants, the volunteers will never
ways, such as painting entire While most of the youth were truly know how greatly apprecikitchens, trimming trees, cut- serving with their hands, there ated they were. Their hours of

service will continue to lift the
spirits of the seniors for months
and years to come.
Other NHN projects include
partnering with Zions Bank in
repairing and painting the exterior of a local senior’s home
near 700 West and Freemont.
Along with service projects,
volunteers assist seniors with
transportation to doctor visits,
light housekeeping, and friendly visiting with a listening ear.
Neighbors
Helping
Neighbors would like to thank
the Sorenson Multicultural
Center for allowing them to
share office space at their site
on the west side of Salt Lake
City. They look forward to getting to know the community as
they strive to keep the seniors’
spirits alive through friendly
service.
If you know of any senior
neighbors who might benefit
from these services, please pass
this information on. To learn
more about Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, please visit their
website
at
http://www.socwk.utah.edu/neig
hbors or call Nancy KelleyGillespie at 581-5162.

The People’s Law School
What: Students of the University of Utah SJ Quinney
College of Law will provide free legal information to the
community on a variety of topics.
Where: Neighborhood House, 1050 West 500 South, in
the gym
When: Wednesdays 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., free dinner from
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. on a first come first served basis, class
from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m., daycare provided
Classes:
October 20 - Consumer Law - Debts, Bankruptcy and
Collection Practices
October 27 - Education Law - Special Education,
School Discipline
November 3 - Criminal Law/Juvenile Delinquency
November 10 - Immigration Law - Refugees and
Undocumented Aliens
November 17 - Employment Law - Wage Claims,
Unemployment, Workers Compensation
December 1 - Public Benefits and Tax Tips - Food
Stamps, TANF, SSI, SSDI, Earned Income Credit
Participants are welcome to come to as many class sessions as they wish.

