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Minus Schwarzenegger, inaugural activities begin

By Kevin Yamamura - Bee Capitol Bureau
Published 12:00 am PST Friday, January 5, 2007

Smokey Bear, a walking asparagus stalk and Recycle Rex, a purple dinosaur, were at the
governor's inaugural kickoff Thursday at the Capitol.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger was not.

The Republican governor stayed in Los Angeles to rest his broken right leg and prepare for
today's swearing-in ceremony at Memorial Auditorium, missing out on Thursday's environmentally
minded fair in a large white tent on the Capitol's south steps.

"I hope all of you will say a big prayer for his recovery," said first lady Maria Shriver. "And I hope
when you go skiing, you don't break your femur. Because it isn't pleasant."

Pleasant or not, the governor has a full day scheduled today, starting with a morning swearing-in
ceremony, followed by lunch with elected officials and donors and capped by an evening black-tie
gala. None is open to the public, which is one reason inaugural planners organized Thursday's
activity for those without invitations to today's events. Shriver said her husband will be at his
swearing-in ceremony.

She was joined by her two sons, Patrick and Christopher, as well as her mother, Eunice Kennedy
Shriver. "So half our family is here," she observed.

In excerpts of today's address released by the governor's inaugural committee on Thursday,
Schwarzenegger continued the theme of bipartisanship he used to win re-election. "The people
are disgusted with a mindset that would rather get nothing done than accomplish something
through compromise," according to his prepared remarks.

A few hundred children and adults, including a rather large number of Capitol aides and state
workers, milled about the tent over the course of three hours. The occasion resembled something
of an environmental trade fair, with booths from such companies as Pacific Gas and Electric,
Edison International and GE, as well as coffee from Starbucks and fresh produce from grocers and
farm organizations.

Schwarzenegger has raised at least $1.35 million from supporters and corporations who have
interests in the Capitol to pay for two days of inaugural activities. Some donors who gave
$15,000 each, such as Edison, Western Growers Association and the California Farm Bureau, had
booths at Thursday's event.

The walking asparagus stick was outdone in height only by former Sacramento Kings star Vlade
Divac. He retired from the NBA in 2005 and now lives in Spain, where he advises the Real Madrid
professional basketball team. He remains popular in Sacramento, judging by the number of fans
still asking for his autograph.



01/11/2007 11:56 AMMinus Schwarzenegger, inaugural activities begin - sacbee.com

Page 2 of 2http://www.sacbee.com/703/v-print/story/103423.html

"Things happen, you know," Divac said of Schwarzenegger's injury. "It's just, when you're a
celebrity and you're in a position like he is, everybody makes it a big thing."

Comedian Bob Saget served as emcee, eight years after he performed for Gov. Gray Davis' first
inauguration.

"I did his impeachment actually, I was in charge of that," Saget said. "I did do 15 minutes at that
event, and I didn't curse or anything. I was very proud of myself."

Not that everyone minded the governor's absence. Hannah Hetherington, an 11-year-old from
Carmichael, seemed content clutching a small plastic carton with a celery plant in addition to a
free goody bag.

Hannah had sympathy for the missing governor.

"I feel bad for him because I've been in that position," she said of the governor's broken leg. "I
was scootering and I fell on my ankle."

Gail Berg, a 59-year-old Dublin resident, left the Hyatt hotel for a brief walk around the Capitol
with her 13-month-old granddaughter in a stroller and came across the inaugural tent. She said
she understood his need to take more rest.

As for Schwarzenegger's environmental lawn party, Berg said, "If he believes it, that's great. I
think he's basically trying to please everybody, which is OK."
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