
10/31/2006 11:26 AMThe Shreveport Times

Page 1 of 2http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?Date=20061025&Category=OPINION03&ArtNo=610260307&SectionCat=&Template=printart

To learn more
Call Shreveport Green at 219-1888 to learn more about the

NeighborWoods project.

Tree-planting effort rooted in common sense
October 25, 2006
Residential and business development are welcome signs of
growth for any community. But a word of caution: Don't
overlook the importance of trees.

Aesthetics notwithstanding, trees provide a number of benefit
cities like Shreveport can ill-afford to dismiss.

Here's the unfortunate reality: The city is losing trees at a
disturbing rate, due to a variety of reasons -- age, inadequate maintenance, housing construction, storm damage. Failure to replace these
specimens is negligent and could result in problems hard to ignore in the years to come, including ones that tug harder on taxpayer pockets.

Significant loss in the Martin Luther King community is getting immediate attention this week as Shreveport Green, along with the Home
Depot Foundation, commits to planting 250 trees there over the next two days, powered by volunteer strength.

Tomorrow, trees will be planted along MLK Drive, at Newton Smith Elementary School and other public tracts in the neighborhood.

The initiative is part of Shreveport Green's participation in National NeighborWoods Month, promoted by the Alliance for Community Trees.
Re-greening efforts throughout the country are taking place in October.

To be sure, trees beautify a community. But they also function as natural air cleaners, removing pollutants we breathe, says Donna Curtis,
executive director of Shreveport Green. Studies have shown that trees are of particular benefit  for asthma sufferers.

Further, trees aid in infrastructure preservation, by helping to mitigate rain runoff and slow erosion. Shade from trees also can help to slow
the cycle for road resurfacing.

Shreveport Green has been pushing for an urban forester that could help the city get a better grip on its tree deficit. That idea is worthy of
consideration.

A salary for such a position -- perhaps in the $40,000-a-year range -- and some equipment costs would have to be considered, but Curtis
says Shreveport Green has identified grant funding that could be matched with local money to cover the expense.

While there is no definitive count of the number of trees the city has lost, Curtis believes it is below the 27 percent canopy cover desired for
an urban area. Parts of the MLK community hover around 9 percent.

Changing that unacceptable statistic will require residents' buy-in. Shreveport Green has sent out notices that MLK homeowners can select
10-gallon trees on Saturday to plant in their yards. A celebration on that day at the David Raines Community Center will include instruction
on how to plant the trees and maintain them.

In addition to increasing home values, trees strategically placed can provide shade enough to reduce heating and cooling costs.

All these reasons together make the case for more trees in the urban community. Pursuit of that course should help us all  breathe a little
easier.
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Shreveport Green's financing Thu Oct 26, 2006 11:41 pm

Where does Shreveport Green receive its money to fund its operation?

mlk area trees Thu Oct 26, 2006 11:05 am

the trees that are being planted in the mlk area probably won't live because of all  the dope hanging in the air from that area's residents -
not to mention drive by shootings hitting trees as well as people!

Reader Comment Thu Oct 26, 2006 8:58 am

How long has the MLK area had a shortage of trees?
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