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S P E C I A L  M E S S A G E

You may think the answer would be obvious to
us, that we could quickly define the “forest” from
the “trees”. Building the best urban forest is a far
greater undertaking then the instructive ‘don’t top
trees’, ‘plant the right tree in the right place’ and
‘don’t plant trees beneath power lines.’

Moving beyond the need for trees into the
world of urban forests is the challenge before us
today. Our staff has made great advancements in
spreading the urban forest message to our youth
and to neighborhood groups, while engaging our
region’s elected officials to take their tree canopies
more seriously.

Their message is two-fold and goes hand in
hand: one is successful only when the other
is successful. First, our neighborhood and
community long-term health and quality of
life depend (in larger part
than is currently recognized)
on optimizing the benefits of
the urban forest. The links
that the urban forest has to
so many things we value is
remarkable: clean air, energy
savings, neighborhood appeal,
water quality, sun safety, cool
shade, business attraction, urban
wildlife, property values and
much more.

Secondly, our urban forest
is not in a steady state or a
static museum, it is a complex
(though highly fragmented)
system of ecological merit
that is dependent upon our
stewardship. Over 80% of an urban forest is
owned and managed by private property owners.
Public agencies own or regulate the remaining
portion of the urban forest.

In order to begin building the best urban forest,
our staff has identified five key elements: doubling
our urban forest canopy, creating an informed
and active community, increasing youth education

opportunities, improving products and educating
the workforce, and adopting municipal urban
forest master plans.

Mixed in with the built environment of
concrete, asphalt, rooftops and infrastructure,
traditionally the urban forest does not compete
favorably for our attention or investment.

Our goal is to raise the attention our urban
forest receives. We want people to understand
they live in an urban forest; what it takes to make
it healthy; and most importantly, we want people
to understand the value of their role in building
the best urban forest and its impact on their
quality of life.

One way to start is to share our stories…tree
tales, or urban forest sagas. It is often said in
urban forest circles that every urban tree has

someone nearby to support it. I would like to ask
you to share your story about living in an urban
forest. If your story is captured in a poem or
photograph we would love to see it! We will select
some to print in this newsletter in the future.

Mail to: Sacramento Tree Foundation; 201
Lathrop Way, Suite F, Sacramento, CA 95815 or
email ray@sactree.com.

Moving Beyond Trees
From the Desk of the Executive Director

Ray Tretheway, Executive Director, 
Sacramento Tree Foundation 

We want people to understand they 

live in an urban forest; what it takes to 

make it healthy; and most importantly, 

we want people to understand the 

value of their role in building the best 

urban forest and its impact on their 

quality of life.

At the Tree Foundation, a small group of staff has been gathering to answer the 

question, “How does a community build the best urban forest?” 
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Urban forests are growing and
so is our understanding of them.
Local governments have agreed
to restore and expand the tree
canopy throughout the region,
neighbors are coming together
to plant more trees in parks and
their own front yards, and our
dynamic partners are providing
resources to help make it all
possible. Children are planting
acorns at school, and young
native oak groves are taking hold
from the foothills to the delta.

The Sacramento Tree
Foundation is thrilled to see
this growing awareness and
expansion of our beloved urban
forest, but can we claim sole
credit for the progress we are
witnessing? Not by a long shot.
The synergy that comes with
partnering makes this level of
success possible; together, we
are greater than the sum of
our parts. Each partner brings
unique knowledge, experience,
and resources to an enterprise,
and the magic happens when we
listen, learn, and build on each
other’s ideas.

We need great partnerships to
address issues as important as
building the best urban forest.
We have those great partnerships
now, and they continue to grow
in strength and diversity. The
Tree Foundation’s partnership
with The Home Depot
Foundation exemplifies one of
the many urban forest projects
that illustrate the potential of
synergistic partnering.

NeighborWoods recently
partnered with the Easter Seals
ACE-IT-I program (Access to the

Community through Education,
Integration, and Training),
the City of Sacramento, and
The Home Depot Foundation
to complete a project with
multiple objectives and a strong
community building component.
These groups worked together to
develop an educational program
with a focus on trees and plants
that includes tree planting
and classroom and gardening
projects. It was important to
find tree planting locations that
were close to the Easter Seals
classroom to allow the volunteers
to care for and monitor the trees
they planted.

Collaboration is the lifeblood
of our organization and it
comes from every part of the
community. The ACE-IT-I
volunteers are adults with
disabilities that are committed
to learning and community
service through projects that
make a difference. The City
of Sacramento is a valued
partner that can be relied
upon to contribute not only
resources, but also creativity

and innovation. The Home
Depot Foundation partners with
community organizations across
the country to create stronger,
more sustainable neighborhoods
and re-green American cities. As
partners, we defined our shared
goal: complete an educational
project that builds community
and expands the tree canopy…
the very definition of an
exceptional urban forest project.

Glenn Hall Park was chosen
for our first planting site and
we selected a very appropriate
theme: California Arbor Day
Celebration. This successful
project was fun and productive,
meeting the needs and matching
the strengths of all the partners
involved. Most importantly,
it integrated those needs and
strengths into a collaboration
that accomplished more than
any of the partners might have
envisioned or achieved alone.
When diverse stakeholders
come to the table in a spirit of
cooperation and with a sense
of possibility, great things can
happen… partnering works.

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R

Powerful Partnering
WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD THE BEST URBAN FOREST

T H E H O M E  D E P O T 
F O U N D A T I O N

To find out more about the
good works of the Home
Depot Foundation go to:
www.homedepotfoundation.org

Celebrating 
California Arbor 
Day with our 
Easter Seals 
friends
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V O L U N T E E R  N E W S

Coming soon to the urban forest near you: the
Tree Foundation’s Volunteer Training Program!
This program consists of two main levels, the third
level consisting of additional sessions dependant
on specific volunteer needs and interests. Sessions
are geared towards volunteers of high-school age
or older.

Seedster provides an introduction to the Tree
Foundation and its programs, tree planting, basic
tree care, and tree identification. (2 hours)

TreeLeader focuses on leadership and project
management principles, tree planting logistics, tree
identification skills, and tree maintenance tips.
(2 hours)

Tree Techie seeks to educate volunteers who
would like to perform specific volunteer duties
at STF that require more technical skills. As an
example, volunteers for mapping and monitoring
trees train with a program leader on tree
identification, tree monitoring, and GIS PDAs
before starting their job.

The program is a great avenue to get involved
in the community, meet people, and learn about
something new--sign up, get educated, and get
involved! Please refer to the Calendar of Events,
back page, for information about the next
Seedster class.

volunteer spotlight
franklin high school key club

Four events, forty-seven volunteers, many
trees and unquantifiable effort: this

describes Franklin High School Key Club’s work to
create and maintain the urban forest. Jeanette Lok,
President of Key Club, founded the organization
in 2004 at Franklin High School, which is located
in Elk Grove. Within only two years, the club has
recruited 81 paid members, who “seek to serve
the community through leadership with various
projects,” Jeanette explains.

Key Club members are required to perform 50
hours of community service each year in order to
maintain an active member status. To accomplish
this requirement, Franklin High School Key
Club members serve multiple organizations in
the Sacramento area including UNICEF, City
of Sacramento Parks and Recreation, American
Cancer Society and Fairytale Town. They also
participate in many walks, such the Relay for Life,
while raising funds for these causes.

Franklin High School requires freshmen and
sophomores to provide at least 20 hours of
community service, while juniors and seniors
must do 25 hours each year. Key Club members

must perform at least double this amount every
year. When asked about community service
requirements for students, Jeanette voiced that
enforcement of these requirements defeats the
purpose: “People shouldn’t be forced to do
community service, because then it’s not as
meaningful. I like doing community service, and
if it becomes a habit for some students, that’s
great. People should be willing to do it on their
own; these requirements make some students not
take the duty seriously when they simply view it as
another high school requirement.”

Community service is serious business for
the Key Club, but not without some humor. An
amusing memory for Jeanette at a Sacramento
Tree Foundation event was the training attendees
participated in before the work began: “We were
in AP Biology at the time, and we were trying to
study, to apply the tree planting training and tree
care to our class. We were trying way too hard to
fit it in.” However they “fit” it in, the Franklin High
School Key Club members are a spectacular crew
in the field.

Volunteer Training Classes
SIGN UP, GET EDUCATED, GET INVOLVED!

Franklin High School Key Club 
Volunteers
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Elm Education

P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S

If you spend any time in downtown
Sacramento during the summer, chances are
you have some sort of relationship with our
majestic elms whose shade is unmatched.
The girth and height of these giants in
the mist of a bustling city is a unique and
welcoming sight to visitors and natives alike.

Unfortunately, once again, Dutch Elm
Disease (DED) is taking a bit of a toll on
our elms. Since the efforts of identifying
nearly 1,500 English elms on the city streets
of Sacramento, arborist Denise Britton
completed an aerial inspection, which
included 28% of this total population. Sixty
nine of these trees are set for removal due
to cavities that may cause potential safety
situations. Generally, if more than 40% of
the canopy is in jeopardy, the tree is set for
removal. The tree may look perfectly healthy,
but looks can be deceiving. Once high in the
canopy, a trained professional can witness
the many cracks and decayed branches
within the structure of the tree. One may
even find a resident possum or the likes
taking advantage of the hollowed out limb
or trunk.

We now are in quite a unique position
as citizens; we can look to planting for the
future as our predecessors did for us. As
our understanding of the complexity of our
urban forest grows, we learn that it is ideal
if we plant similar or equally sizable trees
in the place of our lost elms. Many of the
stately elms are being replaced with disease
resistant elms. There are eight different
varieties, some of which date back ten years
when the first “Frontier” was planted.

The Sacramento Tree Foundation, in
partnership with the City of Sacramento,
would like to welcome concerned citizens
and neighborhood associations to inquire
about our on going education on elms.
Please contact Joni Ramirez by phone
916-924-8733 ext. 116, email joni@sactree.
com or mail 201 Lathrop Way, Suite F,
Sacramento, CA 95815.

In April, 350 fourth grade students, from schools
throughout Sacramento County, participated in the
new Sacramento Tree Foundation program, Sun Smart
Kids Education and Outreach program, developed in
conjunction with the state’s Department of Health
Services (DHS) skin cancer prevention program. Sun
Smart Kids teaches students to practice sun-safe health
habits, and about the long term effects shade trees can
have on the prevention of skin cancer. Sun Smart Kids
is funded by a generous grant from the Sutter Medical
Center, through their Sacramento Community Grants
Program.

Since 80% of sun exposure occurs before the age of
18, it is vital that young people be educated about the
many ways to protect themselves from overexposure to
the sun. Scientific studies also show that trees actually
absorb up to 95% of the harmful UVA and UVB rays
of the sun.

The Sun Smart Kids program was developed by the
Tree Foundation in accordance with the California
state framework for health and science education.
Through visual and hands-on activities, students
learn the good and bad effects of the sun, and how
to protect themselves from too much exposure to the
sun. Avoiding overexposure to the sun by playing
or working in the shade while outside is one of the
top deterrents to skin cancer. Through the Tree
Foundation’s Community Shade and Seed to Seedling
programs, we hope to reach many more schools in the
Sacramento area.

If you are interested in learning more about the Sun
Smart Kids program, contact Susan Maxwell, Seed to
Seedling Coordinator at (916) 924-8733 ext. 110.

Sun Smart
KIDS LEARN TO HELP 
PREVENT SKIN CANCER

sactree.com
For the most current 
information about how you 
can get involved with your 
urban forest.
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T R E E  T A L K

Health Through Diversity
THREE NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR SHADE TREE LIST

The Chestnut-leaf oak (Quercus castaneaefolia)
has been praised as one of the fastest growing,
as well as, one of the most magnificent oaks.
This glossy-leafed tree with leaves similar to
the chestnut can be seen on the University of
California, Davis campus west of the White
Garden. The eighty foot tall trees are more than
forty years old and are growing in a lawn area.

The ‘Espresso’ Kentucky coffee tree is a cultivar
(cultivated variety) of the Appalachian native
(Gymnocladus dioica) that does not produce the
characteristic pods with seeds that were roasted
by pioneers as a coffee substitute. ‘Espresso’ was
selected from a tree on Regis Drive in Davis, where
many are planted. A large specimen is growing
in the California State University, Sacramento

Arboretum, located on the right when entering
the campus from J Street. There is a younger tree
in back of the Customer Service Center at SMUD.
The tree may reach 60 feet or more and is very
drought tolerant.

The Chinese flame tree (Koelreuteria bipinnata)
is related to the Goldenrain tree (Koelreuteria 
paniculata) that has been distributed for many
years. The Chinese flame tree blooms from late
summer to early fall with similar clusters of small
yellow flowers. The seed pods are similar to the
Goldenrain tree pods, but are a little longer,
rounded at the bottom and pink. This tree prefers
infrequent watering once established and could be
as tall as 50 feet, or more! There are many flame
trees in the front parking area of Arden Fair Mall.

The Sacramento Tree Foundation strives to plant trees that grow well in the greater

Sacramento area. In order to maintain a healthy urban forest, it is also important to

encourage tree diversity. These three trees have recently been selected by Sacramento

Tree Foundation’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) to add to the Shade Tree List.

Photos 1 through 3: 
‘Espresso’ Kentucky Coffee 

Tree with close-up of 
flowers and leaves.

Photos 4 & 5: 
Chinese Flame Tree with 

close-up of the feather 
weight seed pods.

Photos 6 & 7: 
Chestnut Leaf Oak with 

close-up of leaf and acorn.

1 5

24

6

7 3
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T R E E  T A L K

Members of the Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) are a terrific asset to the
Sacramento Tree Foundation. They aid the
Tree Foundation in selecting quality trees,
providing expertise on insects and diseases
affecting trees and, most importantly,
are on the pulse of what is happening
in our urban forest. Their leadership,
dedication to their work, and commitment
to community involvement, are greatly
valued and appreciated. Their important
contributions are evident everywhere in
the urban forest that covers the greater
Sacramento area.

Establishing Drought Tolerant Trees

sactree.com
For the most current 
information about how you 
can get involved with your 
urban forest.

In order for roots to grow, they require oxygen,
which means the soil cannot remain wet all the
time. Yet, all newly planted trees need to have
moisture at their roots until established. Drought
tolerant trees are no exception. To create that
happy medium of moist (not wet) soil and
aeration (oxygen in soil); do the following to
develop a strong root system:

First year:
Water deeply and infrequently, which means:
• Allow 8 to 10 gallons of water to penetrate slowly

into the soil at the base of the tree.
• Water one to two times a week during the warm,

non-rainy months for the first year.
• Check the soil before watering to ensure there is

adequate aeration, (the soil is not too compacted
or too wet.) Hold a handful of soil in your hand.
Squeeze it. If it sticks together, the soil is too wet
to water.

• Delay automatic timers if the soil is still wet.
• At planting time, place wood chip mulch to a

depth of 4 inches around the base of the tree,
about 4 inches away from the trunk.

Second year:
• Since tree roots expand slightly into the

surrounding soil, expand the watering area.
• Check the soil in the spring and do not begin

watering until the soil is dry on the surface to a

depth of at least 1 inch.
• Apply 8 to 10 gallons of water once to twice a

week in the summer when it is warm and not
raining.

• Keep mulch in a 4 feet diameter circle around
the tree, 4 inches away from the trunk.

Third year:
• Tree roots will still need deep watering with 8 to

10 gallons of water.
• Deep watering every other week may be

sufficient, depending on soil type.
• Always check the soil and do not start watering

too early in the spring.
• As tree roots expand out into the surrounding

soil, expand the watering area.

Trees in your lawn may need special care:
Drought tolerant trees can establish in lawns.

However, no tree survives for long in an over-
watered lawn. Deep water and allow lawns to
dry out slightly to encourage grass roots to grow
deeper into the soil where it is moist and cool in
the hot summer months. Trees planted in the lawn
usually receive additional water because of lawn
watering. Checking the soil for excess moisture
becomes more important for the survival of
the tree.

Enjoy your drought tolerant contribution to our
urban forest!

Gabe Beeler, Fallen
Leaf Tree Service,
Owner

Joe Benassini, City
of Sacramento,
Dept of Parks &
Rec., Urban Forest
Manager.

Janet Bozzo, Nursery
Consultant

Michael Butcher, City
of Sacramento, City
Arborist

Willie Carroll, Tree
Care, Inc., Vice
President

Brian Davin, Conserv
Arborculture Kare,
Owner

Mark Frizzell,
SMUD Tree
division, Process
Coordinator
of Vegetation
Management.

Jeff Gravish,
Boething Treeland

Fred Hoffman,
Farmer Fred, Get
Growing Radio,
Producer/Host

Martin Hughes,
Landscape
Architect/Tree
Consultant

Bret Krieger, County
of Sacramento,
Associate Landscape
Architect

Rick Lamantain,
Valley Crest Tree
Co., Business
Development

Ken Menzer, Abacus,
Owner/Consulting
Arborist

Paula Peper, USDA
Forest Service,
Center for Urban
Forest Research,
Ecologist

Dan Pskowski, City
of Sacramento, City
Arborist

Jim Schubert, County
of Sacramento,
Senior Landscape
Architect

Keith Wilson, HLA
Group, Project
Landscape Architect

Drought tolerant 
trees offered by the 
Sacramento Tree 
Foundation:

European Hackberry

London Plane

California Sycamore

Blue Oak

Valley Oak

Sawleaf Zelkova

Shantung Maple

Chinese Pistache

Goldenrain Tree

Chinese Flame Tree

‘Espresso’ Kentucky 
Coffee

Chestnut – Leaf Oak

Technical Tree Heroes
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F E A T U R E

th Anniversary &
Tree Hero Awards Event

s a c r a m e n t o

Tree Hero Awards

call for nominations

On Thursday, May 18th, 2006, over 370
distinguished sponsors, guests, staff and

volunteers gathered under the stars and a 200-
year-old heritage oak grove on the grounds of the
California Farm Bureau, for the Sacramento Tree
Foundation’s 24th Anniversary & Tree Hero Awards
Event. This was not an ordinary evening as many
guests participated in this year’s theme “Tree
Oscars.” Guests were invited to come dressed as
their favorite movie or TV personality.

As guests arrived they walked the path of
stars and down the red carpet where they were
welcomed and entertained by Ms. Gayiel Von. After
a delicious dinner, our Master of Ceremonies –
Mr. Gregg Fishman started the evening rolling.

With all the excitement we could not forget the
real reason for everyone’s attendance
and that was to honor the 2006
Tree Hero Award Winners!
Throughout the year, the

community is invited to submit nominations
to the Sacramento Tree Foundation in three
categories. The C.K. McClatchy award honors
a person whose pursuit of the greening of
Sacramento emphasizes the urban forest. The
Austin B. Carroll award honors a wide range of tree
planting, care and stewardship efforts, as well as
effective education and public awareness activities.
This award is presented to an organization,
institution or corporation. Finally, we have the
Legacy award which honors a tree, landscape or
woodland. In mid May, a panel of distinguished
judges representing the American Society of
Landscape Architects, California Association of
Nurserymen, California Landscape Contractors
Association, International Society of Arboriculture,

Sacramento Tree Foundation and
the Urban Land Institute

selected the Tree Hero
Award winners.



S U M M E R  2 0 0 6 | Urban Forest Monitor 9

F E A T U R E

For the first time in the 
history of the Sacramento 
Tree Foundation’s Tree 
Hero awards we honored 
two winners in the C.K. 
McClatchy award category.  
These individuals are the best 
examples of true volunteers!

C.K. MCCLATCHY
Shane Berggren

There are not too many volunteers like Shane
Berggren. Shane has been planting and caring for
trees in the Community Shade program almost
every Saturday for two years. In that short time he
has been a vital force in over 100 events and has
helped to plant over 3,000 trees.

Initially Shane just wanted to help plant trees but
now he is a planting leader, answering questions
and taking care of material distribution.

At, Intel, where Shane is a full-time software
engineer, he is known as “the hippie,” and his co-
workers now ask him for tree related advice. If he
doesn’t have the answer, he sends them to the Tree
Foundation for help.

Shane is a true Urban Forest promoter and
exemplifies the meaning of volunteer!

C.K. MCCLATCHY
Marilyn Akers

Marilyn has been engaged in planting trees in
the Del Paso Manor area for approximately 7 years
which is around the time the NeighborWoods
program began. Her neighborhood was used as
the pilot to the NeighborWoods program.

Marilyn has steadfastly continued to plant
around the entire perimeter of the Del Paso Manor
elementary School. She lives across the street from
the school and has nurtured the young trees as
they become established, even as she continued to
plant new ones.

Marilyn knows each of the 100+ trees personally
and has spent many hot summer afternoons
dragging hoses around the school/park, when it
was needed. Through her strong relationships with
the school district and staff she was instrumental
in having irrigation installed around the perimeter
to make sure the trees were off to a good start.

Marilyn is a true Tree Hero!

AUSTIN B. CARROLL AWARD
AmeriCorps NCCC

Ever since AmeriCorps NCCC developed a
base for the Western states at McClellan Air
Force Base they accomplished a huge amount
of work partnering with the Sacramento Tree
Foundation to improve the urban forest.

Teams of AmeriCorps NCCC volunteers
often take on the largest and most difficult

projects the Tree Foundation has to offer. Without
these teams the NATURE program would have
planted far fewer oak trees in natural areas and
many of the neighborhoods that are the most
active would have been hampered in their efforts to
reforest the streets.

The AmeriCorps teams universally have great
attitudes and commitment to the work. They
appreciate learning about the local environment
and methods of planting trees, and they respond
with gusto to every challenge. One of the projects
was a replanting effort at Haggin Oaks Golf Course
in which the teams planted 460 trees in one day!

AmeriCorps has truly made a difference in
Sacramento’s tree canopy!

LEGACY AWARD
The Mature Japanese Zelkova on the 
California Middle School Campus

The mature Japanese Zelkova tree located near
the corner of Land Park Drive and Vallejo Way
on the California Middle School campus is often
overlooked. As stately as this tree is, few people
have noticed its beautiful structure, dense canopy
and brilliant fall colors. It is located only a couple
hundred feet from well-traveled roadways, where
thousands of people pass it each day, but the
London plane trees that line the streets prevent
passers-by from catching a good look at this fine
specimen.

This beautiful tree shows the results of
dedication with its care and maintenance over
the years. The Japanese Zelkova provides much
needed shade on this campus where students
can congregate and study outdoors while being
protected from the sun’s harmful rays.

This tree truly deserves to be recognized for its
inherent qualities and hidden prominence within
our urban forest!

We want to thank all of those who attended our
event and sincerely hope everyone will join us in
the upcoming year for our 25th Anniversary!

O U R  G E N E R O U S 
T R E E  H E R O AWA R D 
S P O N S O R S

The Sacramento Tree 
Foundation greatly 
appreciates the generous 
sponsorships and donations 
that contribute to the success 
of our event.

Heritage Sponsor 
($10,000)
KB Home 

Landmark Sponsor 
($5,000)
Greenbriar
JB Company
SMUD
Teichert

Special Thanks
To all of our Woodland and 
Grove Sponsors

Antique Limousine Company
Associated Sound
At Your Service Limousine, 
Inc.
Barbara Wackford
California Farm Bureau
Dealer Party Supply
The Firehouse Restaurant
IMAX Theater
Judith Monroe
Kaiser Permanente
Carolyn & George Kammerer 
Latcham Vineyards & Granite 
Springs
LPA Sacramento
Leading Resources, Inc
Maloof Sports & 
Entertainment
Mayor Heather Fargo
Markstein Beverages, Co.
Oakstone Winery 
Perry Creek Vineyards
Rex Moore Electrical
Sacramento Yacht Charters
The Setzer Foundation
SMUD
Sutter Medical Center 
Sacramento
Teichert Aggregates
Thomas P. Winn Foundation
Valley Crest Tree Company
West Packard Marketing 
Design Group
Whole Foods Market

These individuals are the best 

LATCHY

AUS
A

base
Force
of
Foundation

projects
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M E M B E R S H I P

New and Recurring 
Members 11/1/05 
thru 1/31/06. Please 
let us know if we 
fail to mention your 
name.

SEEDLING
Barbara Brautigam
David Burke
Renee Edwards
M.E. Fish
Elizabeth Friend
Fred Galliani
Michael Gillogley
Deniz Griffith
A Gutowsky
Renner Johnston
Dixie Laws
Martha Maskall
Shannon

McLoughlin
Marlene Mirassou
John Moore

Virginia Mueller
Christopher Myers
Lynn Orion
Clare Payne
Ronald Reafs
Roger Stoughton
Vernon Tisdale
Kenneth Wemmer
Linda Whitney
Millie Young

TREE
John Alvernaz
Mark Beach
Peter Christensen
David Dudley
Connie Gallippi
Gary Graening
Jack Harrison
Katy Heyde
Judith Lamare, Ph.D.
Mike Manley
Melva Mills
Michael Shea

Charles Sumner, II
Stanley Waechter

FOREST
Aaron Cook
Richard Fischer
Andrew Hudnut
Sandy Mays
Margaret Teichert
Charles Trainor

PATRON
Jacob Appelsmith
Gabe Beeler
Mike Handel 
Mary Miller
Kris Steward

SUPPORTING
Chris Phinney

CORPORATE
LEVEL 1
Cheryl Marcell,

Sacramento County

Airport System 
Trish O’Halloran,

Granite Land
Company

CORPORATE
LEVEL 2
Sally Freedlander,

Granite Regional
Park

Patricia Henley,
Livingston’s
Concrete Services 

Dave Higgins,
Harbison
Mahoney Higgins
Builders,Inc.

Joe Peters, California
Farm Bureau

Robert Slobe, North
Sacramento Land
Company

Charles Sumner,
Mourier Land

Investment
Corporation

CORPORATE
LEVEL 3
Ken Allred, Dumore

Homes 
Joseph Benvenuti, JB

Management
Kirk Bone, Parker

Development
Company

Jeanne Reaves, River
City Bank

Tina Thomas, Remy
Thomas Moose and
Manley

Stephen Thurtle,
Richland Planned
Communities

Our members are the lifelines of our mission. 
Thank you for your continued support.Join Us 

Become a Member of 
Sacramento Tree Foundation

Membership provides you

with quarterly newsletters and

announcements of special events.

It provides the Sacramento Tree

Foundation with the support essential

for operations and programs.

Join others who are committed to

creating a legacy of trees for future

generations.

(916) 924-8733 | www.sactree.com

Yes! I want to become a member of Sacramento Tree Foundation and
receive the Urban Forest Monitor. My tax-deductible membership dues
are enclosed. New Renew Upgrade

 Seedling $40 Name_____________________________________

 Tree $65 Address ___________________________________

 Forest $100 City, State, Zip ______________________________

 Patron $250 Phone ____________________________________

 Supporting $500 e-mail ____________________________________

 Sustaining $1,000

Please charge my credit card: MasterCard VISA

Card#__________________________________  Exp. Date __________

Signature ____________________________________________________

Member Information

Make all checks payable to:  
Sacramento Tree Foundation

Return to: 
Sacramento Tree Foundation

201 Lathrop Way, Suite F
Sacramento, CA 95815

For information on 
corporate memberships:

Please contact us at
(916) 924-8733.

STF Purpose:

To build the best

urban forest for the

Sacramento region.

Analisa Stewart

Baldeo Singh

Cara Smith

Celia Snow

Connie Gallippi

Constance Crawford

Ellen Erhard

Fran Clarke

Glorian Martinelli

Jason Stang

Jennifer Robertson

Jody McKay

Joni Ramirez

Kent Brister

Kuldeep Singh

Laura Eagles

Lizz Bippus

Lori Murphy

Luanne Leineke

Michael DeSantis

Pamela Frickmann

Rachel Aucutt

Ranjit Singh

Ray Tretheway

Rob Kerth

Ryan Eagles

Sarah Saetern

St. John Erhard

Steve Schweigerdt

Susan Maxwell

Theresa Scherber

Zarah Wyly

Sacramento Tree Foundation Employees
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Community Shade seeks to build the best
urban forest in public places. Through

a partnership with the Sacramento Municipal
Utilities District (SMUD), the Sacramento
Tree Foundation’s Community Shade program
provides tree education, tree care and tree planting
opportunities for schools, parks, streets, parking
lots and public open spaces, ensuring a green
legacy for generations to come.

Each year, Community Shade trains people to
maintain and plant over 2,000 trees in Sacramento
County.

Schools: One of the most rewarding activities of
Community Shade is working with every school
district in Sacramento County to plant and care
for trees on any school campus, public
or private, from pre-school to college.
Trees have a profound impact on schools,
providing a sense of emotional calm,
protecting students from UVA/UVB
sun rays, and shading play surfaces and
walkways. Students and teachers love
to pitch in during plantings! They find
tree planting is a wonderful experiential,
service based learning opportunity.
Teachers, students, neighbors,
maintenance staff and PTA’s often lead
these successful events.

Parks: Our local parks offer some of
the best places to grow large shade trees,
reaping the maximum environmental
benefits. Large trees reduce air
pollution, control storm water run off, prevent
soil degradation and cost less to maintain over
time than either grass or hard surfaces! The Tree
Foundation provides free trees for community
plantings to ensure that parks are enjoyable and
safe places for recreation. Many park plantings
take place on weekends with volunteers from Scout
troops, sports teams and neighborhood groups.

Streets: Mature trees help calm traffic and
provide residents with cool shade for walking and
talking to neighbors. We offer street trees to help
foster community spirit, lower the maintenance
cost on paved surfaces and to help clean the air.

Residents plant most street trees, and meet to
regularly plant and care for their community asset!

If your Community needs some Shade, please
contact the Community Coordinator to talk about
how you can lead a planting in your local park,
school, street or even public open space!

Community Shade volunteers know that
planting day is just the beginning for a tree in the
landscape. It takes a small army of committed
volunteers to help all of the Community Shade
trees thrive in the urban forest. Please consider
how you can get involved in your forest.

Help map and monitor Community Shade trees
out in the landscape. Using our GIS system, we
know where, how, and under what circumstances

Community Shade trees thrive. Tree Foundation
staff members provide volunteers with extensive
training on tree identification and tree health
status. Volunteers should be willing to commit to
at least 75 service hours after completing training.
Work is flexible within our business hours,
Monday – Thursday 6:30 am – 5:30 pm or Friday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm.

Help with one time tree planting or care events.
Experienced volunteers often lead these!

Adopt your local school or park to increase
shade by organizing a planting and stewarding
the trees.

Does Your Community Need Some Shade?
COMMUNITY SHADE EDUCATION & ACTION PROGRAM

C O N TA C T

For more information on the 
Community Shade program, 
contact Analisa Stewart, 
Community Coordinator at 
(916) 924-8733 ext. 115 or 
comshade@sactree.com

Community Shade volunteers 
know that planting day is just 
the beginning for a tree in the 
landscape. It takes a small 
army of committed volunteers 
to help all of the Community 
Shade trees thrive in the 
urban forest.



Urban Forest Monitor | S U M M E R  2 0 0 612

U R B A N  F O R E S T  M O N I T O R

Sacramento Tree Foundation
201 Lathrop Way, Suite F
Sacramento, CA 95815

916.924.TREE

Non-Profit Org.
U. S . Po s t a g e
P A I D
Permit No. 179
Sacramento, CA

The Sacramento 
Urban Forest 

Monitor
a publication of the 

Sacramento Tree 
Foundation

Managing Editor

Constance Crawford

Technical Editor
Fran Clarke

Stewardship Coordinator

Contributing Writers
Colette Benson

Fran Clarke
Michael DeSantis

Luanne Leineke
Susan Maxwell

Joni Ramirez
Cara Smith

Analisa Stewart
Ray Tretheway

Design
Phil Tretheway

Tretheway Design

sactree.com
For the most current 

information about how you 
can get involved with your 

urban forest.

UPCOMING events
F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N P L E A S E  C A L L C A R A  9 1 6 . 9 2 4 . 8 7 3 3 x 1 2 2

t raining  oppor tunit ies

Seedster Volunteer Training, 
Thursday July 20th: 6 to 8 pm
Clunie Community Center, McKinley Park

Impress your friends with your newfound skills in

tree identification! Learn more about the urban forest

around you. Sign up now for the Sacramento Tree

Foundation’s two-hour Seedster Volunteer Training

Session, Level One of the program. With this program,

you will also receive gloves, a water bottle, training

materials, and will be listed in our quarterly publication.  

Participants also have the opportunity for more training

and special volunteer projects--sign up, get educated

and get involved!

To register, please call or email Cara Smith, Volunteer

Coordinator, at (916) 924-8733 x122 or volunteer@

sactree.com

Current Seedster Volunteers include: Philip Watson,

Jaime Orozco, Loren Lewall, Hagen Hammons, and

Aaron LeFevre. Not only have these volunteers

completed the training session, they are signed up

for various activities in the coming month, including

mapping and monitoring for Community Shade.

Thanks, and Congratulations Seedsters!




