
LOCAL TREE PLANTING PROJECT CAPTURES NATIONAL 

ATTENTION 

Groups join forces for city tree planting at Ingersoll Park as part of the 

Trees Forever NeighborWoods initiative 

  

DES MOINES, IA (June 16, 2006) Volunteers across Des Moines are planting trees in area 
neighborhoods and parks to beautify and revitalize the community through the Trees Forever 
NeighborWoods program. Join Mayor Frank Cownie, Trees Forever, and special guest Alice 
E. Walker, President of the National Alliance for Community Trees (ACT), in a ceremonial 
tree planting event at Ingersoll Park on Friday, June 16, at 11:00 a.m.  (Located at the 
intersection of Harwood Drive and Bradway Place) 
  
Alice E. Walker, pays a visit from Washington DC to tour local NeighborWoods projects and 
to participate in the Ingersoll Park neighborhood planting. “ I am thrilled to be in Des Moines, 
and to take part in this special event,” comments Walker. “It’s a pleasure to see first hand how 
local volunteers impact Iowa through urban forestry efforts such as the Trees Forever 
NeighborWoods program. I am also happy with the strong support from Mayor Cownie, city 
council, and park board members.” 

  
Since 2005, through the Trees Forever NeighborWoods program, approximately 100 trees have 
been planted around the Union Park, Grandview Park, and Ingersoll Park areas.  Over all, 
3,334 trees have been planted as a result of the National NeighborWoods program. 
  
Trees Forever’s NeighborWoods program is made possible through The Home Depot 
Foundation and ACT to revitalize neighborhoods through long-term planting and tree care 
efforts. Trees Forever is a founding member of ACT, and is recognized nationally as a leader in 
helping communities and engaging volunteers. 
  
 “The City of Des Moines and Trees Forever have accomplished what The Home Depot and 
National ACT NeighborWoods program set out to do: engage volunteers, plant trees, and 
build local awareness on the many benefits of our community forest,” adds Walker. 
“Congratulations to Des Moines and thank you to Trees Forever for their continued 
commitment to ACT and the environment.” 

  
From January through March of this year, results from the National NeighborWoods program 
show records of engaging 3,320 volunteers; capturing 1.95 million gallons of storm water 
runoff; disposing of over 279 tons of air pollutants; saving $34,785 in energy costs; and 
increasing property value of approximately 4.8 million dollars in underserved communities. 
  
Volunteers across Des Moines are asked to help with tree planting and care in their parks and to 
help local residents that need assistance with tree planting.  A group of volunteer leaders from 
the North East Neighbors Association are planning and prioritizing sites for more tree plantings 
to take place through out the year as part of the Trees Forever NeighborWoods effort. 
  
Founding President and CEO of Trees Forever, Shannon Ramsay, will also be present for the 
Ingersoll Park planting. “Trees Forever is dedicated to supporting local residents and 
community leaders with tree planting and greening projects over the next five years,” says 
Shannon Ramsay, Trees Forever President and CEO. “Trees Forever is pleased to join the 
City of Des Moines in a partnership to raise funds for long-term reforestation efforts.” 

  
 

 

Trees Forever 

Trees Forever is a nonprofit organization based in Marion, IA committed to planting trees 
and caring for the environment. Programs focus on improving air and water quality, 
increasing wildlife habitat, provide substantial energy savings and beautifying our landscape 
and community reforestation. For more information visit www.treesforever.org or call 800-
369-1269. 



  
The Home Depot Foundation 

January 2006: The Home Depot Foundation was created in 2002 to further the 
community building goals of The Home Depot by providing additional resources to assist 
nonprofit organizations building affordable, efficient and healthy homes throughout the 
United States and Canada. The Home Depot Foundation administers grant-making programs 
in the areas of “Affordable Housing, Built Responsibly” and “Healthy Community and 
Wildland Forests.” Since its formation, The Home Depot Foundation has granted more than 
$20 million to nonprofit and government organizations throughout North America. 

  
For more information, contact: 

Shannon Ramsay 

Trees Forever President and CEO 

319-981-6257 

  

Trish Kohl 

Trees Forever Communications Coordinator 

800-369-1269 

  


