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“One Million Trees!” 
The Park People Applauds Mayor Hickenlooper’s Vision for the Urban Forest. 

Pledges first 100 trees towards the goal. 
 
The Park People, the 37-year old non-profit responsible for adding more than 28,000 public trees to Denver, praised 
Mayor John Hickenlooper’s “State of the City” goal of adding 1 million trees to Denver over the next twenty years.  
To show its support, the organization has pledged the first 100 trees of the Mayor’s goal to the Denver Housing 
Authority’s Sun Valley community – Denver’s lowest-income area. 
 
“We are thrilled about the Mayor’s enthusiasm for enhancing Denver’s urban forest,” said Patrick Hayes, executive 
director.  “Not since Mayor Speer’s tree-planting program a hundred years ago has the goal for the city’s canopy 
been so ambitious.  We’re ready to help the Mayor reach his goal through our efforts, and engage the public in the 
important work ahead.” 
 
Through its annual Denver Digs Trees program, The Park People distributes more than 1,000 trees each year for 
planting along Denver’s streets.  Another 2,000 are sold for planting in private yards, and dozens more are planted 
within the city’s parks system.  These efforts are driven by more than 300 dedicated volunteers who do everything 
from promoting trees in underserved neighborhoods to providing planting assistance for elderly and disabled 
residents.  For the past three years, the organization has placed special emphasis on increasing the tree canopy in 
Denver’s underserved neighborhoods.  Thanks to those efforts, more than 1,000 new trees have been added to the 
city’s ten lowest-income neighborhoods. 
 
“Trees are a critical part of a healthy, safe and vibrant neighborhood,” Hayes said.  “As such, it’s especially 
important that our efforts close some of the equity gaps that exist in some of Denver’s underserved neighborhoods.  
We have a very strong commitment to this endeavor, as evidenced by our work in these communities.” 
 
Those interested in helping to promote trees in their neighborhood should contact The Park People at 303-722-6262.  
Opportunities include: 
 

 Attend a Community Forester training workshop on July 29th to learn how to be a neighborhood advocate 
and caretaker of community trees.  More than 100 volunteers have been trained as Community Foresters. 

 Distribute door hangers in Denver neighborhoods to tell residents how to get discounted trees for their 
street through the Denver Digs Trees program. 

 Organize a springtime neighborhood planting project for your block or your street. 
 Sign up for a volunteer planting project (the Sun Valley planting will take place in September). 

 
More information can be found on The Park People’s website at www.theparkpeople.org, or by phoning  
303-722-6262. 
 
Program sponsors include Denver Water, The Home Depot Foundation, Alliance for Community Trees, Xcel 
Energy Foundation, Colorado Garden Show, Colorado Tree Coalition and Wild Oats Marketplaces.  The Denver 
Digs Trees program is a joint effort between The Park People, a private non-profit organization, and the Denver 
Parks & Recreation Department. 
 
 

The Park People is a private non-profit organization that preserves, enhances, and advocates for Denver's parks 
recreation resources, and urban forest. 
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