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Massachusetts Arbor Day Celebration Helps 
Plant Roots for the Future of Urban Youth 

 
Somerville, MA—May 3, 2007—Urban youth took action to combat global warming with tree plantings 

in their communities as part of a statewide 2007 Massachusetts Arbor Day Celebration on April 27.  The event 

was coordinated by Eagle Eye Institute (EEI) and the Massachusetts YouthBuild Coalition. 

YouthBuild students, with direction and help from municipal arborists, tree wardens and Massachusetts 

Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) staff across Massachusetts, planted more than 200 trees in 

13 communities for Arbor Day.  There were 100 trees planted in Boston and another 107 among the 12 other 

sites: Belmont/Waltham, Brockton, Cambridge, Fall River, Holyoke, Lawrence, Lowell, New Bedford, Quincy, 

Somerville, Springfield and Worcester. 

“Trees are part of what makes us proud of the communities in which we live,” said Philip Griffiths, 

Massachusetts Undersecretary for the Environment, who read a gubernatorial proclamation on behalf of 

Governor Deval Patrick at the Arbor Day celebration in Belmont.  “Trees are vital to our planet and they’re an 

ally in the battle against climate change.” 

The Massachusetts Arbor Day Celebration was aimed at providing hands-on experience for youth from 

underserved urban neighborhoods while helping them to take action to improve their community’s health.  The 

statewide effort was funded in part by an Urban Forestry Challenge grant from the DCR as part of Eagle Eye’s 

9-month Green Industries Career Pathway (GICP) program.  The GICP program model increases awareness and 

knowledge about the environment and the value of urban and community forestry through learning, stewardship 

and career-bridging programs. 

In Boston, the Arbor Day Celebration was the site for the City’s announcement of its ambitious new 

urban forestry program.  Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino announced that the City aims to plant 100,000 new 

trees by 2020, increasing its urban forest canopy cover by 20%.  During his speech at the tree planting in 



Boston, Jim Hunt, the City’s Chief of Environmental and Energy Services, noted that the tree planting efforts 

would turn “‘Beantown’ into ‘Greentown!’” 

Mayors from Belmont, Boston, Brockton, Somerville, Waltham and Worcester all participated in 

programs in their respective cities and towns.  In addition, other elected officials from these locations, plus 

Cambridge and Springfield, spoke during special ceremonies at each site.  DCR Commissioner Priscilla Geigis 

addressed the crowds at both the Belmont and Boston tree plantings. 

“We’re reconnecting with nature today, Arbor Day,” she said to students from the Butler School in 

Belmont.  “We have a proud heritage in our shared resources, and we now give you the call to stewardship.  It is 

with you that we entrust these resources.  Everyone has a role to play and we must work together for the 

preservation of those resources for generations to come.” 

Urban youth who are involved in the programs that Eagle Eye Institute implements in conjunction with 

partners like the Massachusetts YouthBuild Coalition and The Trustees of Reservations are answering the call 

to stewardship of the Commonwealth’s natural resources. 

“It’s great to be a part of these types of programs,” said Jacinto DeJesus, a YouthBuild student from 

Worcester.  “We give so much to each other and we do positive work for the environment.  These coordinated 

efforts are a great way to give back, not only to our communities, but also to the whole world.” 

Using the training and experience they gain through working on projects like the Massachusetts Arbor 

Day Celebration, these young people are not just planting trees, they are personifying the Celebration’s motto to 

“plant roots for our future.” 

“We were so excited to be able to work with YouthBuild, DCR and state and local government officials 

on the statewide Arbor Day Celebration,” said Eagle Eye Institute Executive Director Renée Toll-DuBois.  

“Eagle Eye is dedicated to transforming the lives of urban youth through career-bridging and hands-on 

exploratory learning about the environment.  Through its coordination of the Massachusetts Arbor Day 

Celebration, the GICP and other programs, Eagle Eye has been able to assist local youth in gaining valuable 

experience and training while helping them to take action to improve their communities.” 

Eagle Eye Institute, based in Somerville, MA, develops replicable hands-on learning, stewardship and 

career program models, serving urban youth of color, which build environmental awareness, skills and 

responsibility.  Programs are designed to build meaningful connections between the natural resource community 

and communities of color through active ongoing partnerships and shared experience in the field working 

together.  Eagle Eye is currently focused on refining the Green Industry Career Pathway (GICP) program now 

being implemented through a partnership with YouthBuild USA and The Trustees of Reservations.  The GICP 

program model increases awareness and knowledge about the environment and the value of urban and 

community forestry through learning, stewardship and career-bridging programs. 

The Massachusetts YouthBuild Coalition seeks to provide a forum for the leadership of local 

YouthBuild programs to share and develop best practices in the provision of youth development services.  



YouthBuild programs engage unemployed young men and women, most of whom have not completed high 

school and all of whom come from low-income families, helping them to obtain education, job skills and 

vocational and technical assistance and training.  By collaborating, building alliances, leveraging partnerships 

and grant writing, the Massachusetts YouthBuild Coalition shares its comprehensive youth development 

expertise and generates support for its 11 local YouthBuild programs.  YouthBuild enables these young adults 

to serve their communities by building affordable housing, and assists them in transforming their own lives and 

roles in society. 

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) is steward of one of the largest 

state parks system in the country.  Its 450,000 acres is made up of forests, parks, greenways, historic sites and 

landscapes, seashores, lakes, ponds, reservoirs and watersheds.  DCR’s Urban and Community Forestry 

Program assists communities and nonprofit groups in protecting, growing, and managing community trees and 

forest ecosystems, with the ultimate aim of improving the environment and enhancing livability of all of 

Massachusetts' communities. The program provides grants, technical assistance, training, and recognition 

awards to communities of all sizes throughout Massachusetts. 

This year’s statewide celebration followed the success of a similar Arbor Day event held in Boston in 

2006.  At that event, Eagle Eye Institute and YouthBuild Boston worked with Boston’s Urban Forest Coalition 

(BUFC) and other organizations to plant 100 trees in Dorchester, Mission Hill, East Boston, Mattapan and 

Roslindale. 

For more information on the 2007 Massachusetts Arbor Day Celebration, please contact Renée Toll-

DuBois at Eagle Eye Institute at (617) 666-5222 or nature@eagleeyei.org or visit Eagle Eye Institute’s website 

at www.eagleeyeinstitute.org. 
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