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The Report Card
The Report Card issues grades A through F, and incompletes where necessary, to a variety of news
items in this space. Got an idea that makes the grade? Send it to DRussell@CITIZEN-TIMES.com.

A to the 10th year that Kids Voting volunteers had student voting booths and ballots in all Buncombe
County precincts on Election Day. Following the Kids Voting curriculum, Buncombe County educators
encourage their students to “take your parents to vote” while stressing the importance of local elections.
Some schools set up polling locations in cafeterias and media centers with a “practice” voting
opportunity using paper ballots or an online option available at kidsvotingbc.org. All the activities are
geared to increase students' awareness of our democratic rights and responsibilities and encourage
conversations with adult voters. Established in 2000, Kids Voting Buncombe County is an all-volunteer,
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to securing the future of democracy by educating and
involving youths in the election process today. More than 1,400 kids participated this year, aided by
dedicated area adult and high school student volunteers who understand the importance of the mission.
We hope down the road this project can help nudge numbers upward as these children become eligible
to vote, particularly in light of this year's record low voter turnout.

F to Rep. Virginia Foxx (N.C. District 5), for asserting last week that people have more to fear from
Democratic health care legislation than from terrorists. Referring to the proposed health care reform bill,
Foxx said, “I believe we have more to fear from the potential of that bill passing than we do from any
terrorist right now in any country.” Democratic National Committee spokesman Brad Woodhouse
denounced her comments, saying, “It is outrageous that anyone would compare the action of terrorists
to efforts to help American families get secure, stable and affordable health insurance.”

A to everyone involved in planting an urban forest at Deaverview Apartments. Residents and Home
Depot Associates helped Asheville GreenWorks plant more than 100 fruit trees, dogwoods and oaks, in
addition to 60 holly shrubs, at the West Asheville public housing complex. In addition to upcoming
bounties from the orchard, the growing project should help provide a more inviting neighborhood,
provide shade and help curb greenhouse gases.

F to the person or persons responsible for the fire that burned the landmark Claxton Farm barn to the
ground. The historic structure has been the scene of hundreds of weddings and tens of thousands of
visitors over the years. Buddy Thompson, head of the Asheville-Buncombe Arson Task Force, said
evidence of a break-in at the barn convinced investigators the fire was set.

A to the Claxton Farm operators, who say while they won't be able to replicate the antique charm of the
barn, do say they'll rebuild. Joe Lasher, president of M7 Event Solutions, which leases the Upper Flat
Creek Road property from Porter and Martha Ann Claxton, said, “Hopefully we can re-create the rustic
simplicity of the old tobacco barn. We're sad, but we're moving forward.''

A to Congress for acting on unemployment benefits. With a 98-0 vote in the Senate and a 403-12 vote in
the House, benefits were extended for the 2 million Americans who have either exhausted benefits or
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