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Now that's a class action!

A bunch of lawyers paid a call on a West Baltimore school this morning...

No, that's not the opening line for another lawyer joke. These legal beagles dropped by Franklin Square
elementary/middle to plant some trees with the kids.

It's part of a campaign launched by members of the American Bar Association who deal with environment,
energy and resources issues.  They're in town this week for their fall conference, and some of them came in
a day early to participate in this demonstration of pro bono planting prowess.

Working with students from Franklin Square and Chesapeake Alternative Academy, the 16 lawyers planted
11 red maples and one river birch and helped weed the school grounds, according to Lynne Van Buskirk of
the ABA.  Partners on the project included the Parks & People Foundation and the Alliance for Community
Trees.   It's the opening act in an ambitious effort by the ABA's environmental section to plant one million
trees nationwide over the next five years.  Their aim is to stress the benefits of trees, particularly in
combatting climate change.

Maybe it's also a bit of community service - penance if you will - for all the trees that have been chopped
down to print the mountains of briefs generated by the legal profession?

(Photo courtesy of the ABA's Lynne Van Buskirk)
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About the bloggers

Meredith Cohn has been a reporter for more
than 18 years and has covered a variety of
subjects, from airlines and agriculture to politics
and health and fitness. She's gained an
appreciation for the environment as a biker,

runner and dog walker. She also hopes this blog means
coworkers will stop staring when she carries home
recyclables from the office.

Tim Wheeler reports on the environment and
Chesapeake Bay. A native of West Virginia, he
has focused mainly on Maryland's environment
since moving here in 1983. Along the way, he's
crewed aboard a skipjack in the bay, canoed

under city streets up the Jones Fall from the Inner Harbor,
and gone deep underground in a western Maryland coal
mine. He loves seafood, rambles in the country and good
stories. He hopes to share some here.

Contributor Christy Zuccarini has been blogging about
the local DIY craft scene for a year for Baltimoresun.com.
She brings her pespective on all things handmade to
B'More Green, where she will highlight projects you can do
yourself as well as crafters who are integrating sustainable
methods and materials.
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