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Entergy grant to enhance green project
By CYNTHIA BULLION
Times-Tribune News Staff
Published: Friday, April  23, 2010 11:05 PM CDT

HORN LAKE - Earth Day got a little greener in Horn Lake on Thursday as a utility company provided an influx of cash into a countywide greenways
project years in the making.

Entergy Mississippi announced during the Mississippi Urban Forestry Council awards dinner it has given the North Mississippi Land Trust a $100,000
grant to restore wetlands along Johnson Creek in western DeSoto County.

A scenic trail is already planned to follow the creek some 10 miles from its connection with the Mississippi River to near Tulane Road, covering
about 100 acres that many believe Native Americans called home and Hernando DeSoto trekked when making his way through the area in 1541.

John Mullins, Entergy's vice president of customer operations, said the grant from his company would not only improve and enhance the natural
elements along the creek but also help emphasize its history.

An outdoor classroom with benches and signage explaining the creek's cultural importance is planned in addition to replacing existing invasive plants
with native ones.

Mullins said the native plants would affect many changes including better air quality, wildlife habitats and erosion control.

"A lot of foreign plants are causing lots of problems," he said about a need for addressing the creek's ecosystem.

Work on Johnson Creek Trail, which has been made possible through utility easements from Entergy and private land donations, is expected to
begin this summer.

Long-term plans are for it to connect with other trails throughout the county, creating a network of green spaces with sidewalks giving residents
opportunities for sightseeing, hiking, biking, horseback riding and other activities.

"This is something our children and grandchildren will look back on and appreciate," Mullins said in commending work toward the countywide
greenways project.

Larry Jarrett offered praise to Entergy for helping fund the project for which he is coordinator. He said the grant - Entergy's largest ever in the state
- would only boost the project to new heights.

Forestry awards presented

Also during Thursday's dinner on the ground of Mon Amour in Horn Lake, the forestry council presented its annual awards.

Local recipients were as follows:

• Horn Lake Urban Foresters - Urban Forest Masters Award

• Horn Lake's Walthall Memorial Park - Certified Urban Forest & Arboretum Award

• Sacred Heart School in Southaven - Green School Award

• Horn Lake - 11-year Tree City USA Award

• Olive Branch - 9-year Tree City USA Award

• Southaven - 1-year Tree City USA Award
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