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GALVESTON — Hurricane lke may have killed an estimated
31,000 Galveston trees on private property and an additional
11,000 on the city right of way that will probably have to be

= Pri =2 i ) .
Print Email removed for safety reasons, the Texas Forest Service said.
a® Del.icio.us 2% Digg The Forest Service estimated the cost of removing the trees from
. . the public right of way at $706,000, based on Federal Emergency
Twitter Yahoo! Buzz  panagement Agency estimations.
Ei Facebook Q' StumbleUpon Michael Merritt, Forest Service Bayou Region urban forestry
coordinator, said most of the trees are either dead or dying and
will probably need to be removed.
TREE REMOVAL “As they start to deteriorate and decay, they can cause some real
safety problems,” Merritt said.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency's estimated cost for tree removal. The estimates are based on a two-day survey conducted last
., . , week by the Forest Service, the Galveston County AgriLife
* 1-6 inch trunk: FEMA won't pay to Extension Service and master gardener volunteers. " . Lo .
remove ore rain possible; Houston flood watch in effect
. . The team surveyed 9.5 miles of trees, recording those with 50 to midnight
* 7-12 inch: $40 percent or less of canopy. Baby animals displaced by flood, clinging to
* 13-24 inch: $120 Merritt said those trees were likely dead or dying. debris, wildlife center reports
« 25-36 inch: $195 ) . 10 garden fixes after heavy rain
' Although the study was not designed to estimate the number of Rockets know series far from secure even with 3-
« 37-48 inch: $250 dead private trees, surveyors also noted every dead tree visible on 1 lead

private property, Merritt said.

* 49 inch plus: $325 6 swine flu cases confirmed in Texas

Source: Texas Forest Service He said the number of dead trees on private property could be

higher. Specter says he's switching from GOP to
“Without doing a real survey on private trees, | don’t want to Democrats(354)
hazard a guess as to whether it's more or less” than the estimate of 31,000, he said. Flooding storms rake Houston during overnight
With city revenue in tatters after lke struck on Sept. 13, Galveston asked FEMA to extend the deadline that fell hours(251)
at midnight Sunday for 100 percent federal payment for debris removal, Galveston Senior Project Manager Bait cars snare auto thieves in Houston(210)
Justin Bowling said. Houston sex-trafficking ringleader gets 13 years

in prison(166)

Mexico travel alert issued during swine flu
U.S. Sens. Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn sent a letter last week to President Barack Obama asking outbreak(158)

him to have FEMA extend the deadline for Texas.

FEMA spokesman Dan Martinez said the request is being processed and a decision is expected soon.

Merritt said that removing the trees was an emotional issue for many residents who urged that the trees be U.S. consumer confidence posts biggest gain in 3
given longer to recover. years

“I understand that, and with some trees it might be possible to save them,” he said. “But with some it's not Health officials: U.S. flu victims may be infecting

possible, and it's a public safety issue.” others

Roger Johnson, city parks superintendent, said the city would try to save as many trees as possible. Victims get pulled from homes, cars; flood watch

L. . . N . remains
“My advice is to wait as long as possible and not cut down trees,” Johnson said.
Take closer look at the stock swap that could

He said he would cut no trees until consulting with the Forest Service. save GM

harvey.rice@chron.com Rockets know series far from secure even with 3-
1 lead

O Galveston’s dead trees could cost $706,000 to
< ?/ remove
) Get Houston Chronicle home delivery for only $3 a week. Save 61%! Falkenberg: 2nd chance in court for hometown

war hero

Com ments Counters to take toll of dead trees in Galveston

Readers are solely responsible for the content of the comments they post here. Comments are subject to the from lke

site's terms and conditions of use and do not necessarily reflect the opinion or approval of the Houston Sen. Hutchison pushes for congressional aid for

Chronicle. Readers whose comments violate the terms of use may have their comments removed or all of their <tate

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html Page 1 of 3


http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html
http://oascentral.chron.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/chron.com/news/front/story/L9/298087935/Top/chron/20090312_ROS_RemnantHouseAds/728_Fangear_NEW/522f2f386a306a5a4e52344143522b70?x
http://www.chron.com/apps/pluck/login.mpl
http://search.chron.com/chronicle/advancedSearch.do
http://search.chron.com/chronicle/archiveSearch.do
http://oascentral.chron.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/chron.com/news/front/story/1012443259/x01/default/empty.gif/522f2f386a306a5a4e52344143522b70?x
http://oascentral.chron.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/chron.com/news/front/story/L9/311282394/Right/chron/20090312_300R_ROS_RemnantHouse/47206257/522f2f386a306a5a4e52344143522b70?x
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6396617.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6396379.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6395973.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6395806.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6395805.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6395643.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/chronicle/6395637.html
http://search.chron.com/chronicle/openDocument.do?docRef=04_15_2009_13_trees0416
http://search.chron.com/chronicle/openDocument.do?docRef=blog_entry_83249
http://www.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/mobile
http://www.chron.com/sms
http://oascentral.chron.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/chron.com/news/front/story/1744284046/Position3/default/empty.gif/522f2f386a306a5a4e52344143522b70?x
http://oascentral.chron.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/chron.com/news/front/story/L26/1466233238/x82/chron/20090305_x82_story_Circulation/x82_Circulation_hdelivery/522f2f386a306a5a4e52344143522b70?x
http://www.chron.com/terms.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html#
Javascript:void(0)
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html&title=Galveston%92s%20dead%20trees%20could%20cost%20$706,000%20to%20remove%20%7C%20Chronicle%20%7C%20%20Chron.com%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html&title=Galveston%92s%20dead%20trees%20could%20cost%20$706,000%20to%20remove%20%7C%20Chronicle%20%7C%20%20Chron.com%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle
http://twitter.com/home?status=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fdisp%2Fstory.mpl%2Ffront%2F6395643.html%20-%20Galveston%E2%80%99s%20dead%20trees%20could%20cost%20%24706%2C000%20to%20remove%20%7C%20Chronicle%20%7C%20%20Chron.com%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle
http://buzz.yahoo.com/article/houston_chron196/http%253A%252F%252Fwww.chron.com%252Fdisp%252Fstory.mpl%252Fbuzz%252F6395643.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html&t=Galveston%92s%20dead%20trees%20could%20cost%20$706,000%20to%20remove%20%7C%20Chronicle%20%7C%20%20Chron.com%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fdisp%2Fstory.mpl%2Ffront%2F6395643.html%26title%3DGalveston%E2%80%99s%20dead%20trees%20could%20cost%20%24706%2C000%20to%20remove%20%7C%20Chronicle%20%7C%20%20Chron.com%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle
http://www.chron.com/disp/discuss.mpl/chronicle/6395643.html
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/6395643.html#

Galveston’s dead trees could cost $706,000 to remove | Chronicle | Chron.com - Houston Chronicle

content blocked from viewing by other users without notification.

You must be logged in to comment. Login | Sign up

&

£

)]

/I

ghp1947 wrote:

Remove the trees - the hardwoods should be cut up into fireplace lengths and sold for
firewood to recoup the cost of taking them down. With oak fireplace logs going for a couple of
hundres a fireplace cord - the price should be less than half that price to sell quickly thus
reducing the shot that the taxpayers will have to absorb for the cutting. Since all insurance
rates along the gulf coast have raised since IKE and the Texas state government allowed the
rate hikes. What happens to all that insurance money when for 10 or 15 years there are no

Not so you would notice - they have to pay their CEO's millions so that when the next natural
disaster comes along they can beg the government to raise rates again.
4/28/2009 1:18:36 AM

Recommend: (70) (10) [Report abuse]

manaero wrote:

Where do | sign up for that "lucrative" contract??? $706,000 divided by 11,000 trees is a
whopping $64.18 per tree! | LOVE government estimates! Now for my 2 cents.... | saw those
trees 2 weeks ago and it was a pretty eerie sight. Mother nature does some pretty amazing
things and since it has been less than a year since Ike, | think the city is being a little hasty in
their rush to remove the trees. Some are clearly trying like hell to recover and they should be
allowed to continue to do so. They should focus on flooding the roots with fresh water to
displace the salt and some intense deep fertilization until the winter when Live Oaks typically
replace their leaves. Furthermore, Live Oaks love acidic soil and the tree huggers at Starbucks
offer their coffee grounds from the presses for free. How about somebody making a call to
Starbucks HQ to coordinate a state-wide collection of coffee grounds for a week? Now that's
thinkin' green!

4/28/2009 7:10:18 AM
Recommend: (66) (O] [Report abuse]
dealwithtruth wrote:

Since at least 70% of that populatin does not work then they have plenty of time to volunteer

to clean up that poor excuse of a city..........cccceeueeee.
4/28/2009 6:08:36 AM

Recommend: (55) (64) [Report abuse]
boogieman4u wrote:

They should hire the crooked judge from Liberty county. He removed about 1000 trees but

made about 4 million. Maybe the trees are bigger in Cleveland?
4/28/2009 1:06:52 AM

Recommend: (44) 7) [Report abuse]
CyrilConnolly wrote:

Merritt said that removing the trees was an emotional issue for many residents who urged that
the trees be given longer to recover.

Why wait to see if they'll recover? If they do, then they'll just be weaker when the next
hurricane hits and then there will be more limbs and branches and whatnot flying around. Get
rid of the weak ones and keep the strong ones.

4/28/2009 12:41:11 AM

Recommend: (18) (52) [Report abuse]

amidthelosers wrote:

oh boy hurricane season is rapidly approching.. maybe this time nature can finish the job it
started last september...
4/28/2009 1:57:06 PM

Recommend: (2) (0) [Report abuse]

rbmeoe wrote:

11,000 on public land; 31,000 on private property. 42,000 trees. What you can't cut for fire
wood or chop up for mulch to sell, how about putting along the beach to stop the erosion and
try rebuilding the sand dunes. Don't they do that every year with the Christmas trees?
4/28/2009 12:16:26 PM

Recommend: 3) (0) [Report abuse]
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costs
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sargon69 wrote:

| heard someone say taht Galveston has sent some of it's "dead wood" to Cuba recently.
4/28/2009 12:15:46 PM

Recommend: (1) (1) [Report abuse]

BeauregardewasBanned wrote:

(1)

beefytacosalad wrote:

dump them in the ocean, know one will ever know or see

4/28/2009 10:51:20 AM

trees, stumps and other debris are not friends to boaters! Have you never been on a boat or
in the water?

4/28/2009 11:30:03 AM

Recommend: 3) (1) [Report abuse]

texbat wrote:
That's $9 Thousand out of $15 Thousand that was quoted to me by TExas Windstorm, Fidelity,

etc.
4/28/2009 11:29:53 AM
Recommend: (1) 0) [Report abuse]

Read all comments (46) »

affordable tree removal service in new orleans
Trees.YellowPages.com/neworleans

Tree Removal Services - Atlanta, Georgia
Family owned, King Tree Experts,
www.kingtreeexperts.com

Chewing Gum Removal Services

Gum Busters offers chewing gum removal services in
Washington-Baltimore

www.gumbustersdc.com

Washington Property
Our experts will help you find a property in Washington.
WWW.eversco.net
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