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Kailua Residents Urge City to Give Details on Tree Removal Project
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A controversy has been brewing in Windward Oahu.

The city wants to cut down some trees.

Residents complain they haven't been kept in the loop as to how many trees need
to be axed and for exactly what reasons.

Twenty trees slated for removal. Ten already taken out.

You don't have to be an arborist to understand that some of the designated trees
in Kailua are diseased and quite frankly dangerous.

"Understand we do need a quick response. And there are a lot of thing that the
city has to do to put a contract in place for the removal and planting of a tree,"
said Stan Oka of the Division of Urban Forestry.

City officials met with Kailua residents Wednesday morning to explain what process is in place for identifying troubled
trees and removing them.

Sharon Geary of Kailua Outdoor Circle says, "That they did not do proper notification in a timely manner when these trees
were identified in November or December, that the contractor irresponsibly started without notifying the community."

"Some of the criticism was we knew in December, why didn't we jump on this. We have to prioritize the work that we
have," said Oka.

Work that requires the maintenance of 200,000 trees on Oahu.

City Officials say it is critical to act in a timely manner.

It was more than four years ago when a termite riddled tree came crashing down.

The young girl survived.

Urban Tree officials also offered tips to residents as they toured the area.

The city says white shower trees will be planted in the removed trees place, but city officials say maybe not in the exact
same spots.

Another meeting is scheduled at Wednesday night at six o'clock at the Kailua District Park meeting room.
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