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Thank you for the opportunity to address you this morning.  The Alliance for 
Community Trees is a national nonprofit dedicated to regreening American cities. 
Together, our national network of members have planted and cared for 8 million 
trees with help from 450,000 volunteers. 
 
I am delighted to be here to thank the Watts Branch Community Alliance, Casey 
Trees, Parks and People Foundation, Habitat for Humanity, and all of you, for 
your diligence and hard work to bring trees to far Northeast.   
 
Today caps off a great season of tree planting and care in Washington DC and in 
cities across America.  Last year, with support from The Home Depot Foundation 
and hundreds of Home Depot associates, the Alliance for Community Trees 
launched our National NeighborWoods Program, dedicated to helping people 
restore tree canopy in their neighborhoods.  
 
Through NeighborWoods, we’ve been working in 15 cities to help residents learn 
about trees and to plant trees --- in places where tree canopy can make a big 
difference to our quality of life.   Working with volunteers in Los Angeles, Atlanta, 
and Philadelphia, we’ve found that planting trees can really bring a community 
together.  In fact, research conducted by the University of Illinois has shown that 
greener neighborhoods are more socially cohesive – meaning that neighbors get 
to know each other and form connections, which leads to lots of good things. 
Marvin Gaye Park, for instance, is an amazing example of how a park and a 
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community can revive and nurture each other, and bring people together in 
powerful, positive ways. 
 
We’ve also learned that our approach, working with residents and volunteers to 
actively reforest their own neighborhoods and cities, is incredibly effective.  
Research in Portland Oregon recently showed that Portland was successful in 
INCREASING its tree canopy over the last 30 years, despite increasing 
development and an influx of new residents.  The study authors found that the 
main reason Portland was successful in its canopy gains was because of the 
steady work of volunteers organized by Portland’s local nonprofit group, Friends 
of Trees. The researchers even dubbed this “the Friends of Trees effect” in its 
scientific report.  Just imagine what the District will be like in 20 years if we stay 
this course and continue to work together to regreen our own neighborhoods. 
 
A home without a tree is like a cake with no frosting.  That’s why, through the 
NeighborWoods Program, we’re also working with housing groups, community 
development organizations and faith-based organizations across the country – to 
give more people the opportunity to enjoy a tree outside their window or on their 
street.  I’m especially happy that we can partner today with Habitat for Humanity 
to welcome homeowners with trees that will enhance the beauty -- and energy 
efficiency -- of their new homes.  
 
Team Depot kicked off our first NeighborWoods project in Watts Branch last 
September, so it is very fitting that today, Bob Hommerbocker and everyone from 
Team Liberty is here, to make sure we wrap up the tree planting season with 
equal success. I want all of you to know how grateful we are to The Home 
Depot’s commitment to building stronger, healthier, and greener communities.  
 
On behalf of tree planting groups across the country, the Alliance for Community 
Trees thanks all of you for the remarkable work you are doing here today. 
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