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Trees Indiana Receives $10,000 NeighborWoods Grant for Tree Planting Program
Sponsored by Alliance for Community Trees and The Home Depot Foundation

Fort Wayne, Ind. (March 1, 2010) – Trees Indiana today announced that it will receive a $10,000 grant 
from Alliance for Community Trees and The Home Depot® Foundation.  This challenge grant is part of 
the National NeighborWoods Program™, made possible through generous support of The Home Depot 
Foundation. NeighborWoods is a nationwide initiative that engages the public in hands-on action to pro-
duce tangible improvements to community health through tree planting and stewardship.  Eleven organi-
zations were honored in the national competition, which promotes strategic partnerships between green-
ing organizations and affordable housing providers.  Grant funds will support tree planting to enhance the 
health and livability of affordable homes.

“The Home Depot Foundation believes that trees are an integral part of a sustainable community’s infra-
structure, and we are proud of our partnership with Alliance for Community Trees to plant and preserve 
a remarkable number of trees in urban areas,” said Kelly Caffarelli, president of the The Home Depot 
Foundation.  Since 2005, The Home Depot Foundation partnership with Alliance for Community Trees 
has invested more than $2 million in grants, technical assistance, and training to promote urban forest 
restoration for healthy communities nationwide.

“Thanks to the leadership and financial support of The Home Depot Foundation, we’re making invest-
ments in neighborhoods where the benefits of trees are needed the most.  Trees provide clean air, energy 
savings for homeowners, and healthier play spaces for kids,” said Alice Ewen, executive director for the 
Alliance for Community Trees.  Through its nationwide membership, Alliance for Com¬munity Trees has 
planted 15 million trees with help from 10.7 million volunteer hours to improve cities and towns nation-
wide.

The NeighborWoods grants recognize local urban forestry and affordable housing partnerships that will 
result in tangible, strategic improvements in the health and livability of the home environment of low-
income families.  The grants will fund projects that demonstrate the connection among quality affordable 
housing, adequate green spaces and trees and the overall health and success of communities.  Trees 
can be the catalyst for profound community change and are an essential component of creating a strong 
and healthy community.  Studies show that:

• When planted to provide shade and windbreaks, as few as three trees can reduce residential utility 
costs by as much as 50%.
• Residential property values are 5-12% higher when landscaping includes trees.
• Children exhibit greater concentration and self-control, even displaying fewer symptoms of ADHD, when 
they are provided with daily access to green settings.
• Children who live on tree-lined streets have lower rates of asthma.
• Trees along roadways encourage slower and safer driving; tree-lined streets have fewer accidents.

Trees Indiana is planning a 2010 NeighborWoods project to enhance the renovation of Renaissance 
Pointe, a new front-porch community that is building a hopeful image for a Fort Wayne neighborhood that 
was devastated by a massive tire fire in 1997.  In April and October, 
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Trees Indiana will partner with the City of Fort Wayne Parks & Recreation Department and Housing & 
Neighborhood Services to plant a total of 90 new trees in Renaissance Pointe, located in one of the city’s 
poorest neighborhoods.  Homeowners in the development’s 300 new homes and 75 rehabilitated houses 
will join local volunteers, Team Depot associates from The Home Depot, and dozens of youth TreeKeep-
ers from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Fort Wayne in this urban revitalization project that will bring the energy-
saving, air-cleaning, property value-enhancing benefits of trees to this community.  Trees Indiana will also 
partner with Habitat for Humanity to engage 20 Habitat homeowners in Fort Wayne in landscape mainte-
nance education and tree plantings on their properties from May through November.

About Alliance for Community Trees
Alliance for Community Trees (ACT) is dedicated to ensuring clean air, green streets, and healthy neigh-
borhoods by planting and caring for trees.  With 160 grassroots affiliates in 41 states and Canada, ACT 
engages volunteers to take action to improve the environment where 80% of people live – in urban areas.  
Together, ACT member organizations have planted and cared for 15 million trees in cities with help from 
10.7 million volunteer hours. For more information, visit www.actrees.org.

About The Home Depot Foundation
The Home Depot Foundation was created in 2002 to further the community building goals of The Home 
Depot. The Home Depot Foundation is dedicated to building affordable homes for working families that 
are healthy to live in and affordable to own.  To make homes healthy and affordable, the Foundation 
encourages developers to incorporate responsible design and use durable and quality materials to ensure 
that homes are more energy and water efficient, have good indoor air quality, and provide a safe and 
healthy space to live.  Since its formation, The Home Depot Foundation has granted $120 million to non-
profit organizations and supported the development of more than 65,000 affordable, healthy homes.  For 
more information, visit www.homedepotfoundation.org.
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