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College Park, Md. (August 1, 2007)- The Alliance for Community Trees, in partnership with The Home Depot 
Foundation, is pleased to announce the recipients of $230,000 grants from its 2007 National NeighborWoods 
Program.  Since 2005, The Home Depot Foundation has contributed $1,575,000 to the Alliance for Community Trees 
to promote and support urban forest restoration nationwide.  
 
“Thanks to the leadership and financial support of The Home Depot Foundation, we’re making investments in 
communities where tree canopy is needed the most. We believe all people deserve the benefits trees provide – our 
goal is cleaner air, greener streets, and healthier neighborhoods,” said Alice Ewen Walker, executive director for the 
Alliance for Community Trees, a national federation of 145 local and state organizations dedicated to urban greening. 
Alliance for Community Trees member organizations have already planted 7.8 million trees with help from 450,000 
volunteers to improve cities and towns nationwide. 
 
The strategic planting and preservation of trees is an important ingredient in the overall health and success of 
communities.  Here’s how: 
 

• When planted to provide shade and windbreaks, as few as three trees can reduce residential utility costs by 
as much as 50%. 

• Residential property values are 5-12% higher when landscaping includes trees. 
• Children exhibit greater concentration and self-control, even displaying fewer symptoms of ADHD, when 

they are provided with daily access to green settings.  
• Trees encourage shoppers to spend time and money. Retail sales are 12% higher in tree lined shopping 

districts than in similar shopping districts without tree canopy.  
 
Alliance for Community Trees is delighted to recognize the following organizations who will receive a 2007 
NeighborWoods grant in partnership with The Home Depot Foundation: 
 
$20,000 Baton Rouge Green (BRG) of Baton Rouge, La., received funding for a pilot project to plant trees with 
residents of new homes being built on 20 now-vacant lots in the blighted Old South Baton Rouge (OSBR) 
neighborhood. If the pilot project is successful, 150 additional lots will be purchased, new homes built, and another 
group of residents assisted in selecting, planting and understanding the care needed to ultimately secure the many 
benefits of mature trees.  BRG project partners also will plant street trees in public rights of way near target open 
space areas identified for development.  Among the volunteers involved will be employees of six local Home Depot 
stores and volunteers from the public at large.  
 
$17,646 Canopy of Palo Alto, Calif., received funding to further the East Palo Alto Tree Initiative that the City of 
East Palo Alto and Canopy began in 2006. The goal of this initiative is to enhance the East Palo Alto urban forest and 
to engage community members in urban tree projects. The initial phase of this program planted nearly 900 trees 
along 2.2 miles of frontage roads and has transformed a weed-infested area into a park-like environment. This grant 
will enable Canopy to work with community partners and volunteers to plant at least 130 additional trees; hold 
community tree education workshops; and provide part-time jobs to at-risk community youth. Among the volunteers 
will be employees of the East Palo Alto Home Depot store.  
 
$20,000 Keep Indianapolis Beautiful (KIB) of Indianapolis, Ind., identified six "hot spots" in Marion County and 
Center Township that lacked tree canopy, had a high percentage of impervious surfaces, experienced significant 
storm water run-off, were close to industry, had poor air quality and high rates of asthma, and had a higher than 
average crime rate and a lower than average income.  KIB will promote and host at least 10 community tree plantings 
in which residents of these neighborhoods and other volunteers will plant and care for approximately 2,000 native 
Indiana trees in 2007 and approximately 2,500 native trees in 2008.  This is part of KIB’s overall goal of planting 
100,000 trees within 10 years.  
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$20,000 The Parks & People Foundation of Baltimore will work with numerous partners to ramp up its national 
NeighorWoods Month activities with the intent of having an impact on the city’s tree canopy, which is estimated to be 
half the size of comparable cities. Parks & People and its partners will coordinate a highly visible NeighborWoods 
Month kickoff event and at least 12 tree-planting events and other activities throughout October that will result the 
planting of more than 3,000 trees at local schools and hospitals, in targeted neighborhoods and public housing 
projects, along established trails, along city streets, in public parks, and with individual homeowners.  
 
$20,000 Parkway Partners of New Orleans will use trained volunteers and professional arborists to plant 168 four-
inch caliper trees on neutral ground (broad grass- and tree-covered medians that run down major thoroughfares) on 
Broad Street. At the same time, it will organize citizens in surrounding neighborhoods to replant up to 140 two-inch 
caliper trees between the sidewalk and the street. Parkway Partners' ReLeaf New Orleans program director will 
oversee the planting of the neutral ground trees and arborists will maintain the trees for their first year in the ground. 
"Tree Troopers," adults trained in tree planting and maintenance, will support tree planting on streets surrounding 
Broad and at area schools.  
 
$5,576 Savannah Tree Foundation will plant 120 trees at Tybee Island, Georgia, in partnership with the City of 
Tybee, Melaver, Inc., Georgia Power and Tybee Beautification Association.  The tree planting will take place on 
October 20, 2007 as part of Tybee’s 120

th
 birthday celebration and will feature an educational workshop given by 

Patrick Grant, ISA certified arborist and program director with Savannah Tree Foundation.  Other educational 
outreach activities include a tree pruning and mulching workshop for city employees, a tree care presentation for 
home and business owners, and a poster contest for local children. 
 
$13,260 TREE Davis has a long-term partnership with the City of Davis to enhance and expand itsurban forest by 
teaching people to plant and care for trees. Tree planting in two neighborhoods (Oeste & Northstar) will be a part of a 
community building celebration, Neighbor's Night Out, which occurs each October. The tree-planting event will 
replace street and park trees in areas where over 50 percent of the trees are missing. TREE Davis staff identified 91 
empty tree locations in the Oeste neighborhood, and 114 locations in the Northstar neighborhood, and expect to plant 
approximately 150 trees. Following the planting event will be a one-day where ISA certified arborists demonstrate 
young tree care and maintenance in hands-on, interactive sessions. 
 
$20,000 Tennessee Environmental Council (TEC), in partnership with Nashville Area Habitat for Humanity 
(NAHFH) and Nashville Civic Design Center (NCDC), propose to plant trees in the NAHFH Providence Park 
neighborhood in southeast Nashville. While Providence Park is a model affordable housing community, it is close to a 
large highway, which necessitated the building of a berm to serve as a noise barrier. TEC will plant on the top and 
slopes of this berm as well as plant smaller landscape plants and groundcovers to prevent erosion along the slopes 
of the berm. There is also a need for shade trees closer to the houses to provide energy-efficiency and beautification 
benefits. The planting will utilize 200 volunteers, including homeowners. The project will be designed for future 
replication across the state with Habitat affiliates and partners. 
 
$11,788 Trees Indiana in Ft. Wayne will utilize its grant to support its NeighborWoods' Ultimate Journey, a year-
round project that targets underserved youth ages 6-12 for participation in its TreeKeeper youth corps, an urban 
forestry service-learning experience. The TreeKeepers, expanded from one site in last year's project to three 
locations in 2007, will result in four tree-planting events celebrating National NeighborWoods month.  It will be kicked 
off with a two-day adult Tree Stewards class offered to Trees Indiana members, Home Depot employees, and 
interested community volunteers. Approximately 160 trees will be planted on public housing land, public greenways 
and parks.  
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$25,000 The Park People in Denver will use its grant funds as part of its flagship "Denver Digs Trees" program, 
responsible for adding more than 1,000 street trees to Denver each year, and engaging 350-400 volunteers. The 
Park People will use its grant funds beginning in September by planting approximately 140 trees at three locations. In 
October, the organization will begin planning its spring 2008 tree distribution effort, which begins with outreach in 
underserved neighborhoods. Trees ultimately are distributed from six sites across the city; on this same day, it sells 
trees to the general public as a way to raise additional financial support for the program. In 2008, The Park People 
will partner with Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado to conduct a large-scale neighborhood project in two to three target 
neighborhoods, with a goal of adding up to 1,000 trees in one day.  
 
$15,000 TreeUtah will conduct several planting and community involvement events through the 2007-08 
Neighborwoods program.  These events kicked-off in September 2007 in conjunction with Salt Lake County Mayor 
Peter Corroon's new "A Million Trees for a Million People" initiative, TreeUtah's Start Seeing Trees Campaign, and 
the National Neighborwoods program in October.  These events will include four community tree plantings in 
underserved or at-risk communities throughout Utah; an intensive ecological restoration planting project; and several 
events, including a community planting project, educational workshops, and a mural painting event at its EcoGarden. 
 
$20,000 UC Green in Philadelphia will use its grant funds to address a pressing environmental health need for West 
and Southwest Philadelphia's underserved neighborhoods to restore tree canopy that now ranges from only one to 
10 percent coverage.  Working with multiple local CDCs, government agencies, community organizations, and others, 
UC Green volunteers will teach a diverse mix of neighbors how to plant and care for 200 trees.  This grassroots 
leadership will help to empower lower-income communities undergoing revitalization, since working side by side with 
neighbors on shared efforts promotes positive change and builds social connections that result in stronger, healthier 
communities while ensuring the long-term care and survival of a vigorous urban forest. 
 
The Alliance for Community Trees was incorporated in 1993 as a problem-solving center for leaders of community-
based urban forestry groups.  Its founders shared a vision of healthy, functioning urban ecosystems nurtured by a 
broad base of community stewards.  Today, ACT is a growing network of organizations engaged in urban and 
community forestry.  Its members are involved in grassroots community greening, publication education, 
policymaking, job training, environmental design, and other activities that support better urban forest stewardship.  
ACT members have planted more than 7.8 million trees by engaging more than 450,000 volunteers.  Information on 
ACT and its members can be found at www.actrees.org. 
 
The Home Depot Foundation invests in nonprofit organizations that are in the business of building better 
communities.  The Home Depot and many of the suppliers who help fill the company’s shelves contribute to The 
Home Depot Foundation to help fulfill their shared vision of creating stronger, healthier neighborhoods.  The 
Foundation focuses its efforts in the areas of affordable, efficient, and healthy housing production and rehabilitation 
and tree planting to restore urban and rural forests.  See www.homedepotfoundation.org for more information. 
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