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Khalif Ali » 38 » Community organizer, Operation Better Block Inc. » Through grassroots
organizing, Operation Better Block (OBB) is committed to improving the quality of life for
those who live, work and play and are educated in Homewood-Brushton, says Khalif Ali.
"Organizing and training stakeholders in Homewood enables them to not only identify quality-
of-life issues but also to work together to resolve these issues," he says. Ali also serves as a
mentor at Amachi Pittsburgh, a group that provides mentors to children and youths ages 4 to
18 who have one or both parents incarcerated. "My personal endeavor has been to work with
social-service organizations to improve their performance through program and leadership
development. My role as principal and co-founder of K. Ali Consulting Group allows me the
opportunity to improve or heighten the impact of services provided by local nonprofits." Ali is
also a member of the mayor's Safe Neighborhood Cabinet, which comprises community
stakeholders and people with experience confronting and deterring crime who share their
thoughts and ideas on improving public safety.

Luke Skurman » 29 » CEO and
founder, College Prowler » Luke
Skurman is CEO and founder of
College Prowler, a company that
publishes insider information on
colleges written entirely from the
students' points of view, covering both
the traditional and nontraditional
aspects of campus life. College
Prowler guides are available in
bookstores nationwide, and all of the
award-winning content is available
free on its Web site. Skurman says he
started College Prowler the day after
he graduated with his bachelor's
degree from Carnegie Mellon
University in 2002. In July 2008 he
was elected as CMU's first-ever Young
Alumni Trustee. "I'm a huge advocate of entrepreneurship in Pittsburgh, constantly meeting
with new start-ups and organizations that support them," Skurman says. "Pittsburgh has
incredible potential in terms of ideas coupled with brilliant people." In his spare time,
Skurman is a volunteer Big Brother with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Pittsburgh.

Kristy Trautmann » 39 » Program officer, FISA Foundation » As a program officer for FISA
(Federation of Independent School Alumnae) Foundation, which awards grants to
Southwestern Pennsylvania nonprofits that improve the lives of women, girls and people with
disabilities, Kristy Trautmann oversees most of FISA's grants related to women and girls. She
founded and co-chairs the Girls Coalition of Southwestern Pennsylvania, leading efforts to end
sexual and domestic violence. "My work at FISA Foundation helps to address inequities that
prevent women, girls and people with disabilities from participating fully in the community,"
Trautmann says. "The region's future depends on young people reaching their potential,
deciding to stay here for work and finding unique ways to contribute their own gifts. My goal
is to level the playing field for girls, help them envision bright and successful futures, and arm
them with skills and confidence to realize their dreams."
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Armen Arevian » 30 » Founder, Open Science Initiative » Founded in 2009 by Armen
Arevian, the nonprofit Open Science Initiative was created to foster collaborative efforts
among scientists and to help drive innovation in science by implementing a novel method in
the form of "micro prizes," which fund scientific research. The goal is to encourage a type of
innovation that could lead to novel breakthroughs and an accelerated pace of progress.
"There is such a great amount of scientific work being conducted in the Pittsburgh region. We
hope to help researchers be more successful, which could lead to even more medical
advances stemming from this region," Arevian says. "This could help contribute to the image
of Pittsburgh as being an innovator and leader in the scientific community. This could lead to
even more people being attracted to the region to contribute to the field and partake in the
scientific process."

Matthew Erb » 28 » Director of urban forestry, Friends of the Pittsburgh Urban Forest »
Friends of the Pittsburgh Urban Forest is an environmentally focused nonprofit organization
dedicated to enhancing Pittsburgh's vitality by restoring and protecting the urban forest
through tree maintenance, planting, education and advocacy, says Matthew Erb. He works
with community volunteers, called Tree Tenders, to plant and maintain trees in their
neighborhoods. Their efforts are central to the TreeVitalize program, a citywide effort to plant
20,000 trees by 2012. "Trees provide numerous benefits, most obviously aesthetic, but also
environmental, economic and social. Increasing awareness [and] planting and maintaining the
trees that we have will ensure these benefits will be realized by future generations of
Pittsburghers."

Marissa Gallagher » 26 » Primary learning-support teacher, Pittsburgh Manchester K-8 »
Formerly a special-education teacher at Manchester Academic Charter School, Marissa
Gallagher launched and was coordinator for a gifted-education program at the North Side
school, MACS Super Stars. Focusing on service learning, a method she says she holds "very
dear to my heart," the program has engaged students in a variety of fundraising and service
activities. These include a Reading Buddies program with Conroy Educational Center, the
School Walk for Diabetes and the "charity : water" walk. In her current position at Pittsburgh
Manchester K-8, Gallagher says she hopes to bring a new perspective to the idea of special
education. "Pittsburgh Manchester is an old building with a young heart, and I am excited to
be a part of its learning community."

To nominate an outstanding individual under the age of 40 for the 2010 40 Under
40 awards, visit 40under40pittsburgh.org.
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