
 

Residents finish studies in Tree Trooper class

Thursday, July 22, 2010
Veronica Barbarin

Several eastern New Orleans residents recently graduated from Parkway Partners' Tree Troopers
training.

The training program, held last month in Joe Brown Park, is designed to educate
neighborhood-based volunteers about the proper care for mature and newly planted trees. The
volunteers learned about the benefits of trees and their physiology, insects and tree disease, urban
soils, proper planting, green laws, pruning and general tree care.

Participants had to commit to 12 hours of classroom and field instruction, as well as 12 volunteer
hours.

Those residents from the East who completed the program are Brenda Bailey, Cathy Charbonnet,
Dawn Hebert, Sheila Julien, Chris Ramee, Claude Reese, Lisa Stafford, and Theresa, John, Elijah,
Indya Rose, and Yasmin Guillen.

Jean Fahr, Parkway Partners executive director, presented the graduates with hats, gloves, shovels
and certificates. Members of this class join more than 60 Tree Trooper alumni who continue to
actively participate in Parkway Partners' ReLeaf New Orleans initiative.

. . . . . . . .

For several years Total Community Action had a Head Start Program at 4347 Reynes St. But the
flooding of 2005 forced it out of that location.

Now the Reynes Street buildings are being renovated. That's great news for the Rosedale
subdivision.

The nonprofit was founded in 1964 to ease social and economic conditions that perpetuate poverty.
TCA offers early childhood development programs, job counseling and guidance, transportation for
the elderly and disabled, commodity distribution, free tax preparation assistance, and programs for
unwed parents, among other services.

. . . . . . . .

The 27th National Night Out Against Crime is scheduled for Aug. 3. National Night Out is an
effective and inexpensive program that promotes neighborhood spirit and police-community
partnerships.

Does your neighborhood association have a party planned? It's not too late to pick up registration
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forms from the New Orleans Police Department's 7th District headquarters at 10555 Lake Forest
Blvd.

The 7th District's monthly New Orleans Neighborhood Police Anti-Crime Council meeting will be
held a few days later on Aug. 18 at 6 p.m. at the district headquarters.

. . . . . . . .

The Renaissance Marketplace of eastern New Orleans' second annual car show is scheduled for
Saturday from 2 to 7 p.m. at 5700 Read Blvd., next to the Lowe's Home Improvement store. Come
out and check out the hot rods and enjoy some music, food, art and fun.

Car registration will be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. Judging will take place between 2:30 and 5:30
p.m., and awards will be presented at 6 p.m. For information, call Elliot Gray at 504.430.0856, or
Corinne Ducre at 504.905.2892, or e-mail rebirth.nola@gmail.com.

. . . . . . . .

As you drive along Interstate 10, you may see the Village de Jardin development rising on the site
of the old Gaslight Square Apartments.

The Louisiana Housing Finance Agency plans for this development to become a lively senior
community for those 55 years and older and who are able to live independently. There will be 186
individual units, and 80 single-family "cottages." The campus will also house senior, wellness and
health care centers, and a library.

State Sen. Ann Duplessis has been the driving force behind this redevelopment, and U.S. Sen.
Mary Landrieu and former District E City Councilwoman Cynthia Willard-Lewis also provided
valuable input.

. . . . . . .

If you know of neighborhood association news or community activities in eastern New Orleans,
send an e-mail to Veronica Barbarin at darby1513@yahoo.com.
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