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Does Seattle need a commission on trees?

The City Auditor presented a report to the City Council Monday detailing Seattle's management of trees.

The report calls the urban forest, "a vital part of the City's infrastructure" and recommends better management of
urban trees as a valuable resource. Seattle has specific goals to increase the urban tree canopy from 18% to 30%
by 2040.

In a draft resolution that includes endorsing the City Auditor's recommendations, Council President Richard Conlin
identified three major steps the city should take to improve the management of Seattle's trees - inlcuding creating
a citizens' commission. Click here to check out the auditor's report.

From the city's news release, the recommendations include:

Do a better job of providing incentives to landowners. Instead of removing trees to make development less
expensive, the City should be helping developers actively trying to build in a way that maintains mature
trees - which is in the property owners' best interest. Right now the City does not provide that incentive.
Improve coordination and management of the City's trees. One way to remedy this would be to establish a
Citizen Tree Commission. In addition to providing better coordination, this would help involve community
members and experts on urban forestry. A proposal by Councilmember Nick Licata to create a Commission
will also be discussed at the Friday meeting.
Complete a tree inventory for all city-managed trees. Community organizations argue that the scope of an
inventory should be citywide and include trees on private land in order to complete our understanding of
what it is that must be protected, partly because Seattle's greatest loss of trees has come on private lands.
In response to the concerns about trees on private land, Council passed interim regulations in February.
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