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Volunteers to plant 50 trees in local Grand Rapids’ parks thanks to
Siemens Sustainable Community Award

What:   Last May the City of Grand Rapids was presented the Siemens Sustainable
Community Award for mid-size communities by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Business Civic Leadership Center (BCLC) and Siemens Corporation.  The winning
communities were praised for improvements to the quality of life for residents by
achieving vital economic, environmental, and social goals. It was also announced during
the awards ceremony that all three winning communities would each receive a number
of trees for planting throughout their community.  On October 29th and 30th, volunteers
will help plant 50 trees in Fuller/Hillcrest Park and at the Grand Rapids Bike Park, made
possible through support from Siemens.

Why: Grand Rapids’ urban forest offers significant economic, environmental and quality
of life benefits to our community.  A canopy of 85,000 to 100,000 public trees beautifies
our parks, streets, and neighborhoods.  Trees also enhance property values, reduce
storm water runoff, remove pollutants and carbon dioxide from the air, and save energy
costs. A recent sample street tree inventory conducted by the City of Grand Rapids’
revealed that each $1 invested in trees returns $3.60 in annual benefit. With a present
canopy cover of 34.6% (2009), we are well within reach of the 40% canopy target
recommended by American Forests.  This volunteer tree planting builds awareness
about issues impacting our urban forest and moves our community toward our goal and
a more sustainable city.

When: Friday, October 29th  -11am-1pm
A brief ceremony will begin at 11am with speeches from the Mayor of Grand Rapids,
Siemens, Chamber of Commerce, Global ReLeaf of Michigan and Friends of Grand
Rapids Parks.  Additional trees will be planted at the Grand Rapids Bike Park on
Saturday October 30th from 9am-12pm.

Where: 300 Fuller Ave NE , Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Who:  The trees were made possible through a grant from the Siemens Corporation
to the City of Grand Rapids.  The tree planting is part of National NeighborWoods
Month and the organizing partnership of Alliance for Community Trees (ACT), Friends
of Grand Rapids Parks (a local ACT affiliate), Global ReLeaf of Michigan (an ACT state
affiliate) and the City of Grand Rapids.  In addition to neighborhood volunteers,
employees of Siemens, Home Depot’s Team Depot of Walker and Grandville Stores,
Bartlett Tree Expert Co. of Grand Rapids, Lawrence Arbor Care of Ann Arbor and
BDO Seidman will help with the planting.  National NeighborWoods Month is
sponsored by The Home Depot Foundation.



Siemens AG (NYSE: SI) is a global powerhouse in electronics and electrical
engineering, and operates in the industry, energy and healthcare sectors.  For more than
160 years, Siemens has built a reputation for leading-edge innovation and the quality of
its products, services and solutions.  With 405,000 employees in 190 countries, Siemens
reported worldwide revenue of $104.3 billion in fiscal 2009.  With its U.S. corporate
headquarters in New York City, Siemens in the USA reported revenue of $21.3 billion
and employs approximately 64,000 people throughout all 50 states and Puerto Rico. 
For more information on Siemens in the United States, visit www.usa.siemens.com

Friends of Grand Rapids Parks is an independent nonprofit enterprise with the
mission to protect, enhance and expand parks and public spaces in the city.  Friends of
Grand Rapids Parks is the local affiliate of the Alliance for Community Trees.
www.friendsofgrparks.org

Global ReLeaf of Michigan is a statewide, nonprofit tree organization whose
mission is to educate the public on the value of trees and the need to properly select,
plant and maintain them. This is accomplished by working with community groups on
local tree planting projects and providing resources and expertise to local groups and
governments. GRM is the state affiliate of the Alliance for Community Trees.
www.globalreleaf.org

Alliance for Community Trees (ACT) is dedicated to improving the health and
livability of cities by planting and caring for trees. With 180 affiliates in 41 states and
Canada, ACT engages volunteers to take action to improvethe environment where 80%
of people live – in urban areas. ACT member organizations have planted and cared for
15 million trees in neighborhoods nationwide, with help from over 5 million volunteers.
 (www.actrees.org )


