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How to Trim Christmas Tree Costs
SHOPPERS CUTTING BACK this holiday season can trim a Christmas tree and their budget in one evening.

Christmas tree sales have bounced back this year with
broader holiday spending. In the two weeks after
Thanksgiving, sales of Christmas trees were up 6.5% and

3%, respectively, over the comparable weeks in the prior
year, according to a survey of Christmas tree sellers by the
market research firm ISI Group. (In 2008, real tree sales for

the entire season dropped 10% and artificial tree sales fell
35%, according to the National Christmas Tree Association,
an industry group.)

Real or artificial, it’s easy to spend more than $100 on a
tree, depending on the size and variety you want. But there
are plenty of ways to save as much as 50% -- even with
only a few shopping days left. "The closer it gets to
Christmas, the more sellers cut prices," says Heather Wagenhals, the founder of Unlock Your Wealth Foundation, a
coaching group in Scottsdale, Ariz.

There’s no need to settle for the scrawniest tree on the lot, either. Here’s how to score a Christmas tree for less:

Get a live tree
If you've decided to buy a real tree, go a step further and get a live tree (one that has the roots intact) instead of one
that's been cut. Prices are usually just a quarter of those for a cut tree, as little as $15, says Amelia Baker, owner of
Green Alternatives, an eco-friendly general store in Norfolk, Va. The trade off: live trees tend to max out at 5 feet to 6
feet tall, with most in the 3 feet to 4 feet range.

Live trees can also save you money after the holidays. Planted strategically in your yard, they can cut annual energy
bills by up to 25%, according to the Department of Energy. (For more, click here.) Apartment dwellers may be able to
donate the tree to a local parks department or tree-planting group for a tax deduction. (Check with community
organizations via the Alliance for Community Trees list here.)

Leave the lot
Don’t make a beeline for your nearest department store (artificial tree) or garden center tree lot (real tree). Craft

stores, home improvement centers and grocery stores may offer better deals. Todd Havens of Los Angeles has
purchased his tree at his local Lowe's (LOW: 23.93*, -0.24, -1.00%) for three years. Last week, he bought a 6-foot 
Douglas Fir there for $19.98. "People never believe it's a $20 tree," he says.

Clip coupons
Stores have already begun discounting their stock of artificial Christmas trees. At JCPenney (JCP: 28.47*, -0.41, -

1.42%), a four and a half foot-tall white, pre-lit tree is now $100, a discount of 50%. Kmart has also cut prices in half
on several trees, including a 7-foot, pre-lit Fraser Fir (now $130) and a 4 1/2-foot, pre-lit Shenandoah Pine (now $60).

REAL ESTATE'S NEW RULES: Get key insights into home buying and selling in SmartMoney's new e-book.
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Index Price Chg. % Chg.
DJIA 10501.05 29.55 0.28%
Nasdaq 2212.10 - 0.00 0.00%
S&P 500 1114.11 - 0.00 0.00%
Russell 2000 609.79 - 0.00 0.00%
10 Yr Bond 3.61 0.06 1.69%
DJ Total Market Index 11439.74 94.67 0.83%
S&P 400 716.41 - 0.00 0.00%
Nasdaq 100 1809.09 - 0.00 0.00%
DJ Transportation 4165.11 71.29 1.74%
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