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Gov. David Paterson signs "Green Jobs" bill in
North Syracuse
By Delen Goldberg / The Post-Standard
October 13, 2009, 1:09PM

New York State governor David Paterson holds the bill he had just signed that could
create "green" jobs in New York, especially in Central New York. From left are state
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Syracuse Mayor Matt Driscoll, the governor,
Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli, Assemblywoman Joan Christensen, and Brendan Bushen
of Owego who has a job as a weatherizer, the type of job this bill could create.

Gov. David Paterson came to North Syracuse today to sign a "Green
Jobs/Green New York" bill, which will provide loans to homeowners,
businesses and non-profit groups to pay for energy-saving repairs. The
program is expected to create 14,000 jobs statewide because demand for
contractors is expected to increase.

The state Energy Research and Development Authority will administer
the program, which will provide revolving loans of up to $13,000 for middle-
class homeowners and up to $26,000 for small business owners. Owners will
pay back their loan from money they save on utility bills. Repayment is
expected to be automatically deducted from utility bills.

NYSERDA already offers several other weatherization programs for middle-
and low-income New Yorkers.

Money for the program will come from the auction of carbon emission credits
through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. The program will cost
taxpayers nothing and will not be subject to state budget cuts, NYSERDA
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officials said.

The details of the program — income eligibility, distribution of money and
application procedures — are still being worked out. Job training is expected
to start immediately, but retrofits for property owners likely won’t begin for
another six months.

Still, lawmakers, labor officials and environmental advocates hailed the bill. It
will help the environment, provide people with jobs and save property owners
money, they said.

"The Green Jobs/Green New York program will help Upstate tremendously by
reducing energy costs for homeowners and creating thousands of permanent,
well-paying jobs," said Sen. David Valesky, D-Oneida. "This is the kind of
creative thinking we need — combining job creation with environmentally-
friendly initiatives — that will help jumpstart the Upstate New York economy."

Paterson was joined by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, bill sponsor Sen.
Darrel Aubertine and half a dozen other state and local lawmakers. The group
met at the state Weatherization Directors Association training center, which
prepares people for jobs in weatherization and retrofitting.

Paterson also announced $7 million in funding from the state Office of
Temporary and Disability Assistance to help counties launch "Green Jobs
Corps" programs. Local departments of social services will use the money to
provide "green" job training for low-income and public assistance residents.

Top links

» To find job training or "green" work opportunities, visit
www.greencareersny.com.

» Information about existing weatherization programs is available at
www.getenergysmart.org.

» Read more local "green news" on the Green CNY blog.
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