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 Enlarge By Eric Gay, AP

Some conservation groups are buying forestland to
offset tree losses in areas hit by disasters, such as
Crystal Beach, Texas, which was wrecked during
Hurricane Ike.
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Climate change factors into conservationist
buys
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By Haya El Nasser, USA TODAY

Climate change is prompting some
conservation groups to broaden strategy in
buying pristine lands, recognizing that some
may be under water in 50 years or undergo
other drastic changes.

For the first time, land trusts and other
conservationists are factoring in evidence
that global warming is altering the migration
of species, reconfiguring coastlines and
transforming natural habitats.

"Natural habitat in one place now might move 100 miles in 50
years because of climate change," says Matt Shaffer of The
Trust for Public Land. "It's hard to pinpoint where that migration
is going to happen."

Among the changes:

• The Nature Conservancy is targeting acres that are inland now but will quite likely be near the shoreline as
coastal erosion worsens.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Texas | North Carolina | Northeast | Hurricane Ike | Outer Banks | Nature
Conservancy | Mark Anderson | Trust for Public Land | Bill  Stanley

In the Albemarle Peninsula near North Carolina's Outer Banks, sea levels have been rising 2 inches every
decade. Up to 469,000 acres of low-lying land could be flooded by as little as a 12-inch increase, the Nature
Conservancy says. The group is restoring oyster reefs and identifying trees tolerant of salt in the soil in
preparation for stronger waves that cause erosion.

"If you look at any one specific place, it's very difficult to predict how much warmer it will get, how much wetter,
how much drier," says Bill  Stanley, who directs the Conservancy's Global Climate Change Initiative.

• Conservation groups are protecting land on a much larger scale than previously because they say hurricanes,
tornadoes and other natural disasters are becoming more frequent and severe. In the Northeast, the Nature
Conservancy is setting aside forestland at least 25,000 acres at a time. In the 1990s, it was making acquisitions of
1,000 to 2,000 acres, says Mark Anderson, director of conservation science for the eastern region.

"Some places are going up to 100,000 acres," he says. Massive forest acreage can offset tree losses in areas hit
by disasters.

• The Minnesota Land Trust is connecting small parcels of protected land to form long corridors that can
accommodate animal species and vegetation through various stages of climate change.

"All of us looking at conservation projects are thinking not so much anymore about what's on the ground today,
but what's in the future," President Jane Prohaska says.

• The Nature Conservancy is using ClimateWizard, a computer program that can show how temperatures have
changed over the past 100 years and how they're likely to change in the future. It is also updating its strategies to
preserve ecosystems in the face of development, agricultural runoff, roads and overfishing.

"In the past, (we) never took climate change into account," says Jeff DeBlieu of the group's Climate Change
Learning Network. "Now, we're trying to get much more exact with reduced precipitation, increased temperatures."

It's unlikely that groups will steer away from purchases.
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"We've certainly not come to the conclusion that we should abandon coastal areas," says Bob Stokes, president
of the Galveston Bay Foundation, in a Texas area hard hit by Hurricane Ike. "However, we are going into it with
our eyes wide open."
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the
newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for
verification.
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23h 25m ago
Direct measurements of solar output since 1978 show a steady rise and fall over the 11-year
sunspot cycle, but no upwards or downward trend .
-------------------------------------------------------------

Current measurements show a large downward trend Vs. the "believed" Avg since 1978 (SMM data).

NASA's SORCE (Solar Radiation and Climate Experiment) was launched on Jan 25, 2003, to
provide precise measurements of solar radiation. the data coming back is really changing the way
people feel about a constant sun.

http://lasp.colorado.edu/sorce/data/tsi_data.htm 
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23h 44m ago
frogman, can you tell me your area of study?
--------------------------------------------------------------
i have a bachlor in computer science with a minor in mathmatics and psychology. i have done a lot
of work on modeling and find the whole field to be to risky to believe. there always seems to be too
many compounding variables that are missed. that is why most models don't compare very well to
real life events. the modeling of cloud formation is the worse i have even seen and water vapor is
the key to greenhouse gas effect on a climate. i know people will say the water vapor is just a
feedback but i tend to disagree. 

i also see Nasa data that suggest that Mars, Venus, Jupiter and several moons around Saturn show
the same signs of warming as Earth. that is what leads me to believe Humans aren't the cause. i
mean seriously, Mars is 95% CO2 but yet it not a run-away greenhouse gas planet like venus. Tilt
change? Maybe. there is just too many questions left for me to just make myself go broke trying to
change something that might not even matter. 

you do understand that our star (the sun) is growing in size and will one day expand and destory the
Earth. as hydrogen is converted to helium the sun must expand to support it's own mass. 
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1d 2h ago
frogman, if you go to this site (click the link, delete any spaces that get inserted) you can look at
some very good graphs. 

The scientific community is fully aware of the sun and it's effect on our climate.
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