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Visions of airport under Massport can be uplifting

Nick Kotsopoulos City Hall Notebook
nkotsopoulos@telegram.com

Count two members of the Worcester Regional Airport Commission as being very much in favor of the planned transfer of the
municipally-owned airport to the Massachusetts Port Authority. 

Testifying before the City Council Public Service and Transportation Committee, Joseph E. Zwirblia, chairman of the airport
commission, said the ownership transfer will likely mean “an injection of capital and new investment” in the airport. 

He said while the city has not had the resources to make the kind of capital investments needed at the airport, Massport has the
wherewithal to do it. 

Mr. Zwirblia also noted that people should not fear a loss of city control at the airport once Massport takes over the keys. He said
Worcester will always be strongly represented on airport matters with its local elected representatives, as well as those
representing the city in Boston and Washington. 

“This is a heck of a deal that will be good for the city and the growth of the city,” Airport Commissioner Bernard Iandoli said. “This
is not just about a (municipal) asset; it’s about a new beginning for the airport. It’s a very positive move that will really change the
landscape.” 

Former City Councilor Michael C. Perotto was also among those who testified before the Public Service and Transportation
Committee. 

Mr. Perotto, a Tatnuck resident the past 10 years and a candidate for state representative, said the city manager and his staff did
a fine job negotiating the deal with Massport. 

But he said he had some concerns about what will happen at the airport after Massport takes it over. He said the Tatnuck Square
area is already choked with traffic during parts of the day on Pleasant, Chandler and Mill streets, and growth at the airport would
make the situation even worse. 

He also questioned whether Massport has plans to use the airport as a cargo facility. 

“Once this deal is done, we won’t be able to dictate to Massport that cargo can’t go there,” Mr. Perotto said. 

• 

With all the talk about the transfer of Worcester Regional Airport to the Massachusetts Port Authority, what is to become of the
municipal employees now working there? 

District 2 Councilor Philip P. Palmieri posed that question when the City Council Public Service and Transportation Committee met
with City Manager Michael V. O’Brien to discuss the soon-to-be-completed transfer agreement. 

Mr. Palmieri wondered whether those employees would become employed by Massport, whether they would be fired and replaced
by other people, or whether they would have to reapply for the jobs they now hold. 

Mr. O’Brien said that is one issue that the city is still negotiating with Massport. 
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“We have not landed on final terms in regards to that,” he said. 

He pointed out that the city has union and nonunion employees among the 22 people employed there. 

• 

CSX Corp., through its “Trees for Tracks” program, is donating 101 spruce, arborvitae, dawn redwood, white oak, beech,
sweetgum, flowering crab, flowering cherry and dogwood trees for planting in those parts of Worcester that have been hit hard by
the Asian longhorned beetle infestation. 

CSX, in conjunction with City Year, the Alliance for Community Trees and the Worcester Tree Initiative, will hold a “Service Day” in
Worcester from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. todayat Quinsigamond Community College. 

It is the second time in just over a year that CSX has brought its “Trees for Tracks” program to Worcester; about 75 volunteers are
expected to participate. 

“We try to choose places where our efforts will provide the most benefit or where the trees are most needed,” said Tori Kaplan,
CSX director of corporate citizenship. “We can’t think of a better place than Worcester, where local organizations are doing a great
job of restoring the trees that were lost (because of the beetles). 

“CSX has a long and proud history of engagement with the Worcester community. Last April, we were able to help the community
kick off its tree-planting program, and we are looking forward to coming back.” 

All species of trees to be planted were specifically selected for their resistance to the Asian longhorned beetle. 

• 

Finally, deepest sympathies to former Mayor Jordan Levy and his family on the passing of his wife, Maxine. 

As high a public profile that Mr. Levy has always had during his political and post-political career, Mrs. Levy was completely
opposite, preferring to stay in the background, out of the public spotlight. She was always involved in his political campaigns,
however, and Mr. Levy always gave her much credit for the success he enjoyed in politics. 

Contributions in Mrs. Levy’s memory can be sent to the Maxine Levy Memorial Scholarship Fund, c/o Burncoat High School, 179
Burncoat St., Worcester, MA 01606. 
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