(on your letterhead)
March 1, 2010
The Honorable <Senator>
<DC address>
Dear Senator (Name):
I am writing to ask for your assistance in supporting trees.  At this moment when everyone is talking about green, I hope you agree that the concept of green cannot be separated from how people are impacted, and that green has a role in policies surrounding energy efficiency, neighborhood stability, childhood obesity and public health, transportation safety, and more.

Particularly, there are five bills of importance to me.  I hope that you will consider taking the actions requested.

1.  Clean Energy Jobs and American Power Act (S. 1733)

Action: Support Sec. 167 and 733 and introduce a provision similar to Sec. 295 from H.R. 2454
Trees lower temperatures through shade, the cooling effects of which can save millions of energy dollars.  Even on a residential level, just 3-4 shade trees located strategically around a house can cut summer cooling costs by 30-50%.  Complicating the problem, cities are 2-10° F warmer than their rural surroundings.  This marked increase in city temperatures is known as urban heat island effect and it adversely affects health.

The three provisions of this bill that I am most interested in are.

· Tree Planting Programs (Title I, Subsection F, Sec. 167)- aka. Energy Conservation through Trees Act.

· Carbon Offset Registry (Sec. 733)- the provision that allows "urban tree planting and maintenance" to be an eligible carbon offset expense.

· Making It Green (not currently in the Senate Climate Bill, but can be referenced to Sec. 295 of H.R. 2454)- aka. G.R.E.E.N. Act.
2. Green Communities (S. 3055)
Action: Please co-sponsor this bill
By helping families and individuals secure dependable, healthy, affordable housing, we increase their chances of success in all areas of their lives.  Part of that equation calls on developers and city planners to go beyond just addressing the affordability issue to include a focus on health and environmental impacts.  Housing and retail should be built in a sustainable manner that also allows for immediate operating efficiencies to keep the buildings affordable over the long-term.

This legislation would fund 80 pilot communities to undertake community greening initiatives at a time when our nation’s infrastructure desperately needs such investments.
3. Urban Revitalization and Livable Communities
Action: Introduce a companion bill to H.R. 3734
Did you know that kids in tree-lined neighborhoods play outside 10% more and have lowers rates of ADD and asthma?  And the correlations don’t stop just with kids.  Studies show that residents of neighborhoods with abundant greenspace enjoy better general health.  The character of neighborhoods exerts significant affects on residents’ physical activity; thus neighborhood design is becoming a public health issue.

Formerly known by the acronym UPARR, this bill would rehabilitate and improve urban parks and recreational infrastructure and revitalize communities by increasing economic development, improving public health, increasing daily physical activity, reconnecting children with nature, reducing crime, and providing safe, healthy alternatives for at-risk youth.

4. Small Business Tree Planting Program
Action: Introduce a companion bill to H.R. 4509
In healthy cities, business districts, city streets, and sidewalks are framed by green spaces filled with trees.  Shoppers, diners, and pedestrians abound, drawn by the shelter, shade, and beauty of the tree canopy.  These green elements cool and buffer pedestrian and outdoor seating areas from the traffic and noise of the street.  There are green views from building windows and rooftop gardens.  Inside shops, retail activity and sales improve, new clientele are developed and new relationships forged.

This legislation would provide grants to state forestry agencies to enable communities to undertake tree-planting projects that beautify retail storefronts, rental housing, and parks.  Each locality receiving funds would be obligated to contract with nonprofit organizations or private industry companies.  When the program last existed in the 1990s, more than 18,000 landscape firms and nonprofits were employed to plant more than 23 million trees across the country.
5.  USDA-Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program (Interior Appropriations)
Action: Fund the U&CF Program at $100 million annually.

The U&CF Program leverages $3 for every $1 in federal assistance and serves 83% of the population.  Appropriating $40 million in FY2011 and $100 million thereafter will help deliver the baseline technical, financial, research, and educational services that help communities in every state assess, manage, and optimize the benefits of trees in urbanized landscapes.

The Appropriations process is annual, funding all existing discretionary programs.  The Urban and Community Forestry Program is an authorized cooperative assistance program delivered by the Forest Service via State Forestry Agencies to assist community partners nationwide.  Nearly all urban greening organizations receive technical or financial assistance via this program through their State Forestry Agency or through direct assistance from the USDA Forest Service.
<information about local benefits especially anecdotes>
As a whole, these legislative items recognize the critical role that the built environment- including green infrastructure- play in matters of energy efficiency, climate change, stormwater management, job creation, and creating healthy places where kids play.  I hope that you will strongly consider supporting each of these or taking the action requested.
Thank you for consideration of this request.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or I can be of future service.
Sincerely,
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