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TEMPLATE LETTER  

 

FROM ORGANIZATIONS 

TO ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

RE: APHIS BUDGET 

 

You may look up the fax number and committee assignments of your elected officials by 

visiting:   www.senate.gov or www.house.gov  Do not rely on surface mail or email to reach 

elected officials; fax is best. Surface mail is irradiated and takes too long; emails get ignored.  

 

(Date) 

 

The Honorable (Full Name) 

United States Senate  

Washington, DC 20510 

 

FAX: (FAX #)  

 

Dear Senator (Last Name): 

 

Re:  USDA Budget for Pest Eradication in the Animal Plant Health Inspection Service  

    

I am writing to express (Organization Name’s) concern over the President’s FY 2008 budget for 

the US Forest Service Animal Plant Health Inspection Service and to urge greater investment 

in containment and eradication of Emerald Ash Borer, Asian Longhorned Beetle, Sudden 

Oak Death, and Sirex Woodwasp. 

 

(Organization Name) is dedicated to (mission statement).  Since (year), (organization name) has 

planted ### trees and engaged ### community members in the protection and care of 

(city/region’s) urban forest resources. (or other statement about how you’ve contributed to the 

betterment of the district/state). Trees are essential to the health and livability of our community 

(or communities) and provide a myriad of benefits to the citizens of (city/region.) 

 

Invasive and exotic pests can take an enormous toll on city trees and cause devastation to 
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forestlands. Many of these pests are introduced to the US via shipping containers and urban 

ports. The federal government provides critical assistance via APHIS to contain and eradicate 

these pests. 

 

Senator Durbin recently issued a letter outlining the need for greater support of APHIS, 

particularly for containment of Emerald Ash Borer, Asian Longhorned Beetle, Sudden Oak 

Death and Sirex Woodwasp (see attached.)  ORG NAME supports the budget request made by 

Senator Durbin. I hope you will support these priorities in the FY 2008 budget.  

 

Thank you for your leadership and investigation of this issue.  

 

Please contact ___________ if ____ can be of assistance to your office. I would be pleased to 

provide a briefing to your staff about the value and challenges of urban forests in (city/region).  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Signature 


