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The National Alliance for Community Trees (ACT), a network of non-profit 
organizations dedicated to urban forest conservation and education, is interested in 
improving national policy impacting urban forests. 
 
Here is the legislative background on the federal Urban and Community Forestry 
program, administered by the State and Private Forestry division of the US Forest 
Service. 
 
ACT members believe that through expansion of this program, the federal government 
can take a leading role in creating cities that capture the value of trees and greenspace, 
resulting in more sustainable communities. 
 
Please feel free to contact ACT for contact names or more information about this federal 
program and its impact on conservation in US cities.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alice Ewen Walker 
Executive Director 
 
enc. 
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Briefing on the Federal 
Urban and Community Forestry Program 

 
The Urban and Community Forestry program came about as part of the omnibus 
legislation, the 1990 Farm Bill.  Authority for the program has been regularly renewed as 
part of each Farm Bill revision.  This year, the 2002 Farm Bill will be up for renewal by 
Congress, so Summer / Fall 2001 will be the best time for interested parties to provide 
comments on the legislation. 
 
Each year, Congressional Sub-Committees for Interior Appropriations determine the 
State and Private Forestry program budget, which includes Urban and Community 
Forestry.  Recent funding levels for federal Urban and Community Forestry programs 
were: 
 

FY 2002 36 million  (House Appropriation – scheduled for conference) 
FY 2001  35.721 million 
FY 2000 30.896 million 
FY 1999 30.540 million 
FY 1998 26.750 million 

 
Last year, Urban and Community Forestry programs received a $4 million boost for FY 
2001, thanks to the Land Conservation, Preservation and Infrastructure Improvement 
program (LCPII), a new conservation package inserted into the annual Interior 
Appropriations bill (aka 'Cara-lite'). 

 
ACT Policy Efforts 

 
The National Alliance for Community Trees supported FY 2002 funding of $55 million 
for Urban and Community Forestry.  We believe more must be done at the national level 
to support responsible ecosystem management and protection and of urban forests.  
Strategic forest preservation, streamside buffers and urban tree canopy are critical to 
making our cities healthier and more sustainable. 
 
We believe the Forest Service has the technical expertise and interest to carry out the 
U&CF program at a greater level.  In  1998, 10,325 communities received some form of 
assistance from this federal program.  Bringing the program to at least $50 million would 
double the agency's impact at the ground level.   
 
This year, the National Alliance for Community Trees provided testimony to the House 
Interior Appropriations Committee, calling for greater U&CF federal support for 
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partnerships with non-profit community organizations that deliver urban forestry 
outreach and education programs.  ACT members identified key areas for growth, 
including 1.) increased community cost-share grants, 2.) increased funding for scientific 
research on urban forest benefits, and 3.) focus funding for underserved communities. 
 
In 2001, ACT will focus policy efforts toward the 2002 Farm Bill revision and the 2002 
Interior Appropriations process.  ACT will work with national partners to strengthen and 
unify the advocacy voice for urban forestry, collaborating with community-based 
organizations and national stakeholders. 
 
Program References: 
 

USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry Program 
Vision & Goals 

 
Vision Statement: "…to achieve community sustainability and an enhanced quality of life 
through stewardship of urban and community forests and related natural resources." 
 
Goals: "to effect change within the various agencies, organizations, and individuals 
through awareness, outreach, partnerships, and ecosystem-based management. The focus 
is on ecological health in combination with social and economic well-being as they 
contribute to healthy and sustainable communities." 
 
For U&CF program information, go to http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/ucf_general.htm 
 

Authority for the Urban and Community Forestry Program 
US Code, Title 16, Chapter 41, Section 2105 

 
"The Secretary is authorized to provide financial, technical, and related assistance to 
State foresters or equivalent State officials for the purpose of encouraging States to 
provide information and technical assistance to units of local government and others that 
will encourage cooperative efforts to plan urban forestry programs and to plant, protect, 
and maintain, and utilize wood from, trees in open spaces, greenbelts, roadside screens, 
parks, woodlands, curb areas, and residential developments in urban areas. In providing 
such assistance, the Secretary is authorized to cooperate with interested members of the 
public, including nonprofit private organizations. The Secretary is also authorized to 
cooperate directly with units of local government and others in implementing this section 
whenever the Secretary and the affected State forester or equivalent State official agree 
that direct cooperation would better achieve the purposes of this section." 
 
Complete legislation (aka "the Farm Bill") authorizing and outlining the U&CF program 
is available at:  http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/2105.html 
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What Does the Urban and Community Forestry Program Fund? 

 
Some of what the U&CF program has funded: 
 
§ USFS staff to provide technical assistance and program administration at the 

federal and regional level 
 
§ State level staffing for U&CF Coordinators, Volunteer Coordinators, and program 

administration performed by state forestry agencies 
 
§ Federal cost-share grants for municipalities and community non-profits, 

administered by state forestry agencies 
 
§ National cost-share grants and administration for the National Urban Forest 

Advisory Council (NUCFAC), an entity mandated by the 1990 Farm Bill. 
 
§ National investments such as the Urban Resources Partnership, the National 

Urban Forest Conference, the Tree City USA recognition program and other 
initiatives. 

 
 
2002 House Appropriations for Conservation Spending can be viewed at 
http://www.house.gov/appropriations/news/2002/conspend.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by the National Alliance for Community Trees, a national network of non-profit 
organizations dedicated to urban tree conservation, education, and planting.  For more 
information, contact Alice Ewen Walker, Executive Director, at 301-699-2203. 


